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The FRONTISPIECE. 


Exhibits a Mo of; * nocturnal Heavens. 
— On the Top of an OBszrxvartorr, two Per- 


:ſons examine the celeſtial Bodies with their 
Teleſcopes: Inſtruments, which gave Riſe 
to the moſt important Improvements in * 
Science of Aſtronomy. 


An aged Philoſopher is "repreſented, in- 


ſtructing his Pupils. He deſcribes, with his 
Compaſſes, the Order and Courſes of the 


Planets; according to the Newtonzan Hypo- 
theſis, intimated by a Book bearing that great 


Authors Name. The whole Tenour of the 


Lecture, in Concert with the whole Structure 
and CEconomy of the Skies, ENARRANT 
GLORIA DEL, Profeſſedly declare the Glory 


of GOD. — Behind the Philoſopher ſtands 


one of his Scholars, with an Air of cloſe At- 
tention, computing on his Fingers the Diſtan- 
ces, the Magnitudes, the Velocities of the 


' planetary Orbs.—Another at his Right-hand, 


attending to the Deſcription of the ſtupendous | 
Syſtem, is ſtruck with Surprize, and impreſſed 
with Awe.—A third, with conſcious Humilia- 
tion in his Countenance, holds a Scroll, in- 
ſcribed with a Diagram ; expreſſing the joint 
Action of the centrifugal and centripetal Forces. 


As by the one, the Planets are continually en- 


Vor. II. a dea- 


[ s i 
t by. the other, are 
y ar towards he Centre of their 
Motion; S1c Grarth DEI, Such ts the Oper A- 
tion of Divine Grace: correQing the irregular 
ing our 


Duty. -A Youth ow the Leſt, 1 
with Veneration for the Almighty Maker, i 


a Tranſport of Gratitude, and a Poſture of 
Adoration, pours out his Soul in thoſe empha- 


tical Words; When I conſider thy Heavens, the 

Work of thy Fingers, the Moon and the Stars 
,a thν haſt ordained: Lon b, what is Man, 
that thou art mindful of him; and the Son me 
Nee thou 57 teſt him ? Pſal. viii. 3, 44. 


lie of our natural Depravity ; determin- 
b to the Centre ot Happiriels ; 5 
and directing our Goings in the Circle of 


PAUL. ORCHARD, By, 


2 0», 1140901 H 0 19 
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Sole. "Abbey, i in Beal, 5 A 


| Dear Sir, 


\ 5 your honoured Father was pleaſed. to 
make choice of me, to anſwer in your 
Name at the Font, and to exerciſe a ſort of 
Guardianſhip over your ſpiritual Intereſts; per- 


mit me, by putting theſe little Treatiſes into 


your Hand, to fulfil ſome Part of that ſolemn 
Obligation. 1 


GRATITUDE for many fans! Favours, 
and a conſcientious Regard to my facred En- 


gagement, have long ago inſpired my Breaſt 


with the warmeſt Wiſhes, both for your true 
Dignity, and real Happineſs. Nor can I think 
of a more endearing, or a more effectual Way, 
of advancing either the one or the other, than 


to ſet before you a Sketch of your excellent 
Father's Character. Illuſtrious Examples are 
the moſt winning Incitements to Virtue, And. 
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none can come attended with ſuch particular 
Recommendations to You; Sir, as the Pattern 


of that worthy Perſon, from whom: you derive 


your very Being. 

X MOST cordial. I) 8 Efterta for 
the Divine Word, was one of his remarkable 
Qualities. Thoſe Oracles of Heaven were his 
principal Delight, and his inſeparable Compa- 
nions. Your Gardens, your ſolitary Walks. 
and the Hedges of your Fields can witneſs * 
with what an unwearied Aſſiduity He ederdiſed 


Himſelf in the Law of the Lord. From 
hence He fetched his Maxims of Wiſdom, and 
formed his Judgment of 'Fhings. The ſacred 
Precepts, were the Model of his Temper, and 
the Guide of his Life; While the precious 
Promiſes, were the Joy of his _ and his 
Portion for ever. 

FMPROVING Condens Was 1 of 
his moſt reliſning Pleaſures. Few Gentlemen 


were better furniſhed, either with Richneſs of 


Fancy, or Copioufneſs of Exprethon, to bear a 
ſhining part in Converſation. With theſe 
Talents, He always endeavoured to give ſome 


uſeful, generally ſome religious, Turn to the 
Diſeourſe. Nor did he ever reflect, with 
greater Complacency, on his ſocial Hours, 


then when. they tended to glorify the Eternal 
Majelty.; and to awaken, in Himſelf and 


oi a more lively Spirit of Devotion. 
lt * Joſh. xxiv. 27. 


- Fol 
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=P 1'% 


N 


to their everlaſting Statmue . 


To project for the God of Others, was his 
frequent Study, and to carry thoſe benevolent 
Contrivances into Execution, his favourite 
Employ. When viſited by the young Perſons 
of the Neighbourhood; far from taking an un- 
graceful Pride to initiate them in à Debauchery, 
or confirm them im a riotous Habit; it was his 
inceſſant Aim, by finely- adapted Perſuafwes, 
to encourage them in Induſtry; and eſtablifly 
them in a Courſe of Sobriety; to guard them 
againſt the Allurements of Vice, and animale 
them with the Principles of Piety. A noble 
Kind of Hoſpitality this! Which will probably 
tranſmit its beneficial Influence, to their earthly+ 
Poſſeſſions; to their future Families; and even 

5 212 
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A Conviction of human Indi | 
thorough Perſuaſion of the Divine All- ſuffici- 
ency, induced him to be frequent in Prayer. To 
proftrate himſelf, in profound Adoration; be- 
fore that infinitely exalted Being, who dwells 
in Light inacceſſible, was his Glory; to im- 


plore the Continuance ofthe Almighty Favour, 


and the Increaſe of all Chriſtian Graces, was 
his Gain. In thoſe Moments, no doubt; he re- 
membered You, Sir, with a particular Earneft=' 
neſs; and lodged many an ardent" Petition in 


the Coutt of Heaven, for his Infant Son! Ceaſe 


not to ſecond them with your own devout 
Supplications, that they may deſcend upon 
Wy your 
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viii DEDICATION. 


high Calling: ſaw, and lamented his Defects: 
ſaw, andrenounced Himſelf: relying, for final 
Acceptance, and endleſs Felicity, on a better 
Righteouſneſs than his own; even on the tran- 
ſcendently perfect Righteouſneſs, and incon- 
ceivably precious Death, of Jzsvs the Re- 
deemer. This was the Rock of his Hope, and 
the very Crown of his Rejoicing. 
Tuxsx, Sir, are ſome of the d ag lg 
Characteriſſics of your deceaſed Parent. As 


your Head, in the Fulnefs of the Bleſſings 
Hol the Goſpel of Peace. 


Io give their genuine Luſtre to all his other 


Endowments, he was careful to maintain an 
humble Mind. Though his Friends might 
admire his ſuperior Abilities, or his Acquaint- 


ance applaud his exemplary Behaviour, he 
ſaw how. far he fell ſhort of the Mark of his 


you had the Misfortune to loſe ſo valuable a 


elative, before you was capable of forming 
any Acquaintance with his Perſon; I flatter 


myſelf, you will the more attentively obſerve 


his Picture. This His moral Pidture; deſigned, 


not to be ſet in Gold, or ſparkle in Enamel, 


but to breathe in your Spirit, and to live in afl 


your Conduct. Which, though it be intirely 
your own, calculated purely for yourſelf, may 
poſſibly (like the Family Pieces in your Par- 


lour, that glance an Eye upon as many as enter 


the Room) make ſome pleaſing and uſeſul Im- 


preſſion 
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DEDICATION. ix 


preſſion on every Beholder.— May every one, 
charmed with the beautiful Image, catch its 
Reſemblance; and Each, in his relpective 
Sphere, go: and do likewiſe.” 5 

Bor You, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to 
copy the amiable Original. As the Order of 
an indulgent Providence, has made you Heir 
of the affluent Circumſtances f let; not a gay and 


511 


thoughtlels Inadvertence, cut you. off from the 


richer Inheritance, of thoſe noble Qualifications. 
— Theſe will be your, Security, amidſt all the 
glittering Dangers; whichare inſeparable from 


blooming Years, and an elevated Situation i in 


Life. Theſe are your Path, your ſure an 
only Path, to true Greatneſs, and ſolid Hap- 
pineſs. — Tread in theſe Steps, and you can- 
not fail to be the Darling of your Friends, 
and the Favourite of Heaven. Tread in theſe 


Steps, and you will give inexpreſſible Joy 


to one of the beſt of Mothers; you will be- 
come an extenſive Bleſſing to your Fellow- 


Creatures; and which, after ſuch moſt en- 


gaging Motives, is ſcarce worthy to be men- 
tioned. you will be the Delight, the Fe 
and the Boaſt of, 


Dear SIR, 


Pour very afeclionaie e 
And moſt e humble te Servans 
Weſton-Fayel, near 


Northampton, | 
5A AME Hz EY. 
July 14. 747 Ja HS: = 
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E have already exerciſed our Specula- 

tions, on the Tombs and Flowers; 
ſurveying Nature, covered with the deepeſt | 
Horrors, and arrayed in the richeſt Beauties, 
Allegory taught many of the Objects, to Speak 
the Language of Virtue; while Inag ination 
lent her Colouring, to give the Leſſons an 
engaging Air, And this with a View of imita- 
ting that Divine Inſtructor; who commiſſion- 
ed the Lily *, in her ſilver Suit, to remonſtrate 
in the Ear of unbelieving Reaſon: Who lent 
his Diſciples (Men ordained to teach the Uni- 


. verſe) to learn Maxims of the laſt Importance, 


from the moſt inſignificant Birds *, that wan- 
der through the Paths of the Air; from the 
very meangſt Herbs *, that are ſcattered over 
the Face of the F Ground. | 
A 8 Em- 


** * Matt. vi. 26, 28, 29, 30. 


+ Celebrated Writers, as Demgſthenes and Cicero, 
Thucydides and Livy, are obſerved to have a Stile pecu- 
liar to themſelves. Now, whoever conſiders the Diſ- 
courſes of Chriſt, will find Him diſtinguiſhing Himſelf by 
a Stile, which may properly be called HIS OWN. 
Majeſtic, yet familiar; happily uniting Dignity with 


ON. 


X11 EBREFACTYE:. 


Emboldened by the kind Acceptance of the 
eng Sketches, I beg leave to confide in 
he ſame Benevolence of Taſle, ſor the Protection 
and Support of the tuo remaining Eſſays; 
which exhibit a Proſpect nes Eng 10 and 


113 9269119 0] nid od y619 grand 
N 80 = 10 19 20 4 wat. te 110 7 & 0h nf Buns. 
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on; it conſis, in teac ok Fol wers the 

Fable 2 8 by ſp tritnalizing on the moſt common 7 
— Oo Which, beſides its being level to the Jow- 7 
eſt Apprehenſions: and admirably adapted to ſteal into 
the moſt inattentive Heart; is accompanied with this 3 
very ſingular Advantage, That it turns even the Sphere 
of Bufineſs into a School of Inſtruttion; and renders the 
_ moſt-ordinary Objects a Set of Monitors, ever ſoliciinng 
our Regard, | becaufe ever preſent to our Senſes.—- So 
that, I believe, it may be ſaid of this amiable Method, = 
in which our Lox conveyed; as well as of that power- 
ful Energy, which attended his Doctrines, That never 

Man ſpake like this Man, —The Haroe/l approaching, He 
reminds his Diſciples of a far more important Harveſt, +» 
FJolm iv. 35. Matt. xlii. 39. when. immortal Beings 7 
hall be reaped from the Grave, and gathered in from al! 
the Quarters of the Earth: when every human Creature | 
hall ſuſtain the CharaQer of valuable Wheat, or deſpica- 
ble Tares; and accordingly be lodged in 'Manfions of 
everlaſting Security, or conſigned over to the Rage of 
; . unquenchable Fire, —In his Charge to Fiſhermen, when 
they are commencing Preachers, Matt. iv. 19. He ex- 
© horts' them, conformably to the Nature of their late 
Qecupation, to uſe the ſame Aſſiduity:and Addreſs in win- 
ning Souls, as they were wont-;to. exereiſe/in catching |? 
the bony. Prey.— For the farther Illuſtration of this no 1 
eſs uſeful, than curious Subject, I would refer my | 
"Reader to a valuable Note, in Sir Tſaac Newton s Ob- 
ſervations on the Prophecies; P- 148. 4to Edition. 
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grand Operation which moralize gn che moſt 
compoſed, and moſt» magnificent. Apprarandes 
of Things. In which, Fancy is again ſuffered 
to imroduce her Imagery; but only às the 
Handmaid of Truth: in order to dreſs her 
Perſon, and diſplay her Charms; to engagethe 
Attention, and win the Love, even of the "Gay, 
and of the Faſhionable. Wich, is more. l. jkely 
to be elfected, by forming. e Pietdtes 
bol Nature, and deriving-iniruvive. Oblerva⸗ 
tions; than by the laborions Method of long- 
deduced Arguments, or clole- connected Rea- 
ſonings.— The Contemplation of the Hea- 
= vens and the Earth, of their admirable Proper- 
ties and beneficial Changes, has always 
a tfforded the moſt exalted Gratification to the 
human Mind. In Compliance with this 
Je prevailing Taſte, I have drawn my ſerious Ad- 
monitions from the ſtupendous Theatre, and 
variegated Scenery, of the Univerſe. That the 
Reader may learn his Duty, from his very 
Pleaſures - may gather Wiſdom, mingled with 
Virtue, from the moſt relined Entertainments 
and nobleſt De/ights. Tos 
Ihe Evening, en her Sables over the 
World, and gently. darkening into Night, is a 
"vt Seaſon peculiarly. proper for 1 ſedate Gonſidera- 
a tron All Ciecumſtances concur, tohuſh our 
mo Paſſions, 9 booth our Cares; to tempt our 
Ob- a „ Can 2D. V 1 
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Steps abroad, and prompt our Thoughts to 
Kid e 


2 Then i is bs 5 

For 3 whom Wiſdom, and whom Nature 
veharm, +5, 45); 

To: teal: themſelves from the degen' rate Grand, 

And ſoar above this little Scene of Things; 3 

To tread low-thoughted Vice beneath their F eet; 

To ſooth t he throbbing Paſſions into Peace ; 

And woo lone e in her filent Walks 8 


The Favour I would ſolicit ſor the firft of 
the following Compolitions, is, T hat it may 
be permitted to attend, in ſuch retired and con- 
templative Excurſions, To attend, if not un- 
der the Character of a Friend; at leaſt, in the 
humble Capacity of a Servant, or a Page: —as 
a Servant, to open the Door of Meditation, 
and remove every Impediment to thoſe beſt 


Exerciſes of the Mind; which blend Advan- 


tage with Amuſement, and improve, while they 


delight :—as a Page, to gather up the unſtable, 


fluctuating Train of Fancy; and collect her 


fickle Powers into a conſiſtent deten and 


uleful Habit of Thinking. 

1 he other, converſant among the ſtarry Re- 
gions, would lead the Imagination through 
thoſe beautiful Tracks of unclouded Azure; 


and * out to the Judgment ſome of thoſe 
aſtoniſh- 


* THOMPS- emen 1. 973. 
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aſtoniſhing Particulars, which ſo eminently 
ſignalize the celeſtial Worlds. A Proſpect 


this, to which Curioſity attracts our Ey es, 
and to which Scripture itſelf. often, Airects our 
Study. A Proſpect beyond all others moſt 
pe a. calculated, to inlarge the Soul, and 
enoble its erg e, ;—0 give the grandeſt 
Apprehenſions of the Everlaſting GOD, and 


create Sentiments becoming Superiority, with 


relation 0 all tranſilory Intereſts ;—in a Word, 
to ſurniſh Faith with the ſureſt Foundation, for 


a ſteady Affiance, and true Magnanimity of 


Spirit; to afford Pieiy the ſtrongeſt Motives, 


both for a lively Gratitude, and, profound 
Veneration. 


While Galileo lifts Bis Viike and WEL 
the prodigious Magnitude of thoſe radiant 
Orbs;—while Newtan meaſures their amazing 


4 Diſtances, and unites the whole Syſtem, in 


harmonious Order, by the Subtle Influences 


ol Attraction: I would only, like the Herald, 


before that illuſtrious Hebrew “*, proclaim at 
every Turn, Bow the Knee, and adore the 
* Almighty Maker; magnify his eternal Name, 
and make his Praiſe like all his Works, to 
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Night is fair Virtu 
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Friend 


Night-Thoughts, No. 


The conſcious Moon, through eu ry diſtant Age, 
Has held a Lamp to Wiidom. 
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1 PT H E Buſineſs of the Day Aiſpatthed, 294 

8 the ſultry Heats abated, invited me to 
the Recreation 10 a Walk. A Walk, in one of 
the fineſt Receſſes of the Country; and in one 
ol the moſt pleaſant Evenings, which the Sum- 
1 mer- Seaſon produced. 

Inu Limes and Elms uniting beirren 
over my Head, formed a verdant Canopy, and 
Z | can a moſt refreſhing Shade. Under my Feet 
lay a Carpet of Nature's Velvet; Graſs inter- 
7 mingled with Moſs, and embroidered. with 
Flowers. Jeſfamines, in Conjunction with 
1 Woodbines, twined around the Trees; diſplay- 
ing their artleſs Beauties to the Eye, and: dif- 
fuſing their delicious Sweets through the Air. 
On either Side, the Boughs, rounded into a 
Set of regular Arches, opened a View into the 
= diſtant Fields, and preſented me with a Proſpect 
Vor. II. ä of 
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2 CONTEMPLATIONS 

of the bending Skies. The little Birds, all 
joyous and grateful for the Favours of the 
Light, were paying their Acknowledgments 
in a Tribute of Harmony, and ſoothing them- 
{elves to Reſt with Songs. 
Horn, ſrom a neighbouring Scat, ſent its 
melodious Accents, ſoſtened by the Length 
of their Paſſage, to complete the Concert of the 


| Grove, 


_ Roving in this agreeable Manner, my 
Thoughts were exerciſed on a Subject, ſtill more 
agreeable than the Seaſon, or the Scene. I mean, 
our late ſignal Viftory, over the united Forces 
of inteſtine Jreaſon, and foreign Invaſion. A 


Victory, which pours Joy through the preſent 


Age, and will tranſmit its Influence to Genera- 
tions yet unborn.-—Are not all the Bleſſings, 


which can endear Society, or render Life ulelf 


deſirable, centered in our preſent happy Conſti- 
tution, and aufpicious Government? Were 


they not all truck at, by tharimpious and horrid 


Blow, meditated at Rome; levelled by France ; 


and ſeconded by ſactious Spirits at Home? Who 


then can be ſufficiently thankful, for the gra- 


cious Interpoſition of Providence; which has 


not only averted the impending Ruin, but turn- 
ed it. with aggravated Confuſion, on the Au- 
thors of our Troubles? 

MerTrinxs, every Thing valuable, which I 
Palle, very Thing charming, which I behold; 
conſpire 


While a French- 


o NTHE NIGHT. 3 
E conſpire to enhance this ever-memorable Event. 
Z To this it is owing, that I can ramble unmo- 
f leſted along the Vale of private Life, and taſte 
all the innocent Satis factions of a contemplative 

Retirement. Had Rebellion“ ſucceeded in her 


3 j deteſtable Deſigns ; inſtead of walking with 


Security and Complacence i in thele flowery 


| Paths, I might have met the Afafſen with his 


Bae or have been obliged to abandon my 
Habitation, and“ e the Rock for a 
Shelter. Farewel then, ye fragrant Shades; 
Seats of Meditation, and calm Repoſe! I ſhould 
1 been driven from your loved Retreats, to, 


4 / make Way for ſome barbarous, ſome inſulting 


Viclor.—F arewel then, ye pleaſing Toils, and 
| wholſome Amuſements of my rural Hours! I 
” ſhould no more havereared the tender Flower 
to the Sun; no more have taught the Eſpalier 
to expand her Boughs ; nor have fetched, any 
a longer, from my Kitchen- Garden, the pureſt 
Supplies of Health. 

> Haw Rebellion ſucceeded in | her deteſtable 
Deſigns; inſtead of being regaled with the 
* Muſic of the Woods, I might have been alarm- 


ed with the ſound of the Trumpet, and all the 


Thunder of War. Inſtead of beingentertained 
B 2 with 


Rekferring to the Rebellion, ſet on Foot in the Year 
174 5.— Which, for ſeveral Months, made a very alarm- 
ing Progreſs in the North—but was happily extinguiſh - 
ed by the glorious and deciſive FRONY at weine 
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4 CONTEMPLATIONS 
with this beautiful Landſcape, I might have be- 


held our Houſes: ranſacked, and our Villages | 1 


plundered; I might have beheld our fenced Ci- 
ties encompaſſed with Armies, and our fruittul 
Fields © cloathed with Deſolation; or have 
been ſhocked with the more frightful Images, 
and of a 
Ruthan's Blade recking froma Brother's Heart. 
Inſtead of Peace, with her chearing Olives, 
ſheltering our Abodes; inſtead of Juſtice, with 
her impartial Scale, ſecuring our Goods; Per- 


ſecution had brandiſhed her Sword, and Slavery 


clanked her Chains. 

Nos are theſe Miſeries imaginable only, or 
the Creatures of a groundleſs Panic. There 
are, in a neighbouring Kingdom, who very 
lately experienced them in all their Rigour®, 
And, if the malignant Spirit of Popery had 
forced itſelf into our Church; 
Pretender, had cut his Way to our Throne; 
We could have no Reaſon to expect a Mitiga- 
tion of their Severity, on our Behalf.— But, 
ſuppoſing the tender Mercies of a bigotted 


Ulurper, to have been ſomewhat tefo cruel. 


Where, 


*gee a Phampblet intitled, Popery as the ſame. — 
Which contains a Narrative of the Perſecuttons, and ſe- 


vere Hardſhips lately ſuffered by the Prote/lants, in the 


Southern Parts of France; and cloſes with a moſt ſea- 
fonable, alarming, and ſpirited Addreſs to the Inha- 
pitants of Great-Britain. Pr inted 1-46, Price Ed. 
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where, alaſs! would have been the Encoura- 
3 * gement, to cultivate our little Pottion; or 
| cher Pleaſure could ariſe, from an improved 
Spot; if both the one and the other lay, every 
Moment, at the Mercy of lawleſs Power? This 


®t imbittering Circumſtance would ſpoil their 
8 5 Reliſh; and by rendering them a frecartous, 
ould render them a joyleſs Acquiſition -i n 


vain, might the Vine ſpread her purple Cluſ- 
ters; in vain, be laviſh of her generous Juices; 
if Tyrawmy, like a ravenous Harpy, {ſhould be 


0 1 5 always hovering over the Bowl, and ready to 


» ſnatch 1 it from the Lip of Induſtry, « orto wrelt 
it from che Hand of Liberty. 1 
1 LIBER TI. that deareſt of Names; ; and 
Property, that beſt of Charters; give an addi- 
tional, an inexpreſſible Charm, to every de- 
lighitful Object. — See, how the declining Sun 
has Nen +54 the weſtern Clouds; has arrayed 
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2 H them! in Crimſon, and ſkirted them with Gold. 


1 1 e e of our domeſtic Bliſs, is 
Property; ſuch an Improvement of our public 
Privileges, is Liberty. — When the Lamp of 
Day ſhall withdraw his Beams, there will fill 
remain the ſame Collection of floating Vapours; 
but O! how changed, how gloomy! The 
= Carnation-Streaks are faded; the golden Edg- 
{ ings are wore away; and all the lovely Tinges 
are loſt, in a leaden- coloured louring Sadneſs. 
x Such would be the Aſpect, of all theſe Scenes 
3 53 "If 
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CONTE MPLATIONS 


and all theſe Abodes of Pleaſure; 
it expoſed continually to the Caprice of arbi- 


trary Sway, or held in a State of abject and 


cringing Dependence. 

Ts Sun has almoſt finiſhed his daily Race, 
and haſtens to the Goal. He deſcends lower 
and lower; till his Chariot-wheels ſeem to 
hover on the utmoſt Verge of the Sky. What 
is ſomewhat remarkable, the Orb of Light, 
upon the Point of ſetting, grows coſiderably 
broader. The Shadows of Objects, juſt before 
they become blended in undiſtinguiſhable 
Darknels, are exceedingly lengthened*. —Like 
Bleſſings, little prized, while poſſeſſed: but 
highly eſteemed, the very 1 they are 
Preparing for their Flight: bitterly regretted, 
when once they are gone, and to be ſeen no 


more. 


Tux radiant Globe is, now, half-immerſed 


beneath the duſky Earth. Or, as the ancient 


Poets ſpeak, 1s ſhooting into the Ocean, and 


inks in the weſtern Sea.—And could I view 
the Sea, at this Juncture, it would yield a moſt 


amuſing and curious Spectacle. The Rays, 
firiking horizontally om the liquid Element, 
give it the Appearance of floating Glaſs; or, 
reflected in many a different Direction, from a 


| beautiful Multiphciy of Colours. -A Stran- 


ger, as he walks along the ſandy Beach; and, 
| loft 
2 en cadunt allis de Montibus Umbræ. 


; on THE NEG HT. 7 
loſt in penſive Attention, liſtens to the Mur- 
murings of the reſtleſs Flood; is | agreeably 
alarmed by the gay Decorations of the Surface. 
With Entertainment, and with Wonder, he 
ſees the curling Waves, here gliſtering with 
White; there glowing with Purple; in one 
Plwace, wearing an azure Tincture; in another, 
gilancing a Caſt of undulating Green; in the 
Whole, exhibiting a Piece of fluid Scenery, 
that may vie with yonder penſil Tapeſtries, 
though wrought in the Loom, and tinged 
X85 with the Dyes of Heaven. 


5 7 ſpread with Shades; or with, what one of the 

= fineſt Painters of Nature calls, a dun Obſcurity. 
1 Only a few very ſuperior Eminences are tipt 
it wich ſtreaming Silver. The Tops of Groves, 
4 x andlofty Towers, catch the laſt Smiles of Day; 
„ are ſtill irradiated by the departing Beams.— 
But, O! howtranfient is the Diſtinction! how 
momentary the Gift! Like all the Bleſſings, 
which Mortals enjoy below, it is gone, almoſt 


LSWeee this remarkable Appearance delicately deſcribed, 
and wrought. into a Compariſon, which, in my Opi- 
nion, is one of the moſt juſt, beautiful, and noble Pieces 
ok Imagery, to be found in modern Poetry; Night- 
== Thoughts, No. II. p. 42. 4to Edit. op ES 
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as ſoon as granted. See! how languiſhingly i it 
trembles on the leafy Spire; and glimmers, 
with a dying Faintneſs, on the Mountain's 
Brow. The little Vivacity, that remains, decays 
every Moment. It can no longer hold its Sta- 
tion. While I ſpeak, it expires; and reſigns 
the World to the gradual Approaches of Night. 


——— Now Twilight grey 
Has in her ſober Liv'ry all Things clad*. 


Every Object, a little while ago, glared 
with Light; but now, All appears under a 
more qualified Luſtre. The Animals harmo- 


nize with the inſenſible Creation; and what 


was gay in thoſe, as well as littering i in this, 
gives place to an univerſal Gravity. In the 
Meadows, all was jocund and ſportive: but 
now the gameſome Lambs, are grown weary of 
their Frolicks; and the tired Shepherd, has im- 
poſed Silence on his Pipe. In the Branches, 
all was Sprightlineſs and Song: but now the 
lively Green, is wrapped in the deſcending 
Glooms; and no tuneful Airs are heard, only 
the plaintive Stock- dove, cooing mournfully 
through the Grove. Should I now be vain 
and trifling, the Heavens and the Earth would 
rebuke my unſeaſonable Levity. Therefore, 
be theſe Moments devoted to thoughts, ſedate, 
as the elofing Day; ſolmen, as the Face of 

„„ 


1 Fur. Toft B. IV. I. 598 
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rnings. And, indeed, however my ſocial 


ours are enlivened with innocent P leaſantry; 


let every Evening, in her ſable Habit, toll the 
gell to ſerious Conſideration. Nothing can 
"Fabe more Proper, for a Perſon who walks on the | 
Borders of Eternity, and is ; haſting conti- f 
nually to his final Audit; nothing more pro- 


per, than daily to flip away from the Circle of 
Amuſements, and frequently to relinquiſh the 
Hurry of Buſineſs, in order to conſider and 
** adjuſt © the Things that belong to his Peace. 
8 Sick the Sun is departed, from whence. 
an it proceed, that I am not involved in pitchy 
arkneſs.? Whence theſe Remainders of dimi- 


Rniſhed Brightneſs? Which, though ſcarcely 


forming a Refulgence, ſoſten and ſooth the 
Horrors of Night. I ſee not the ſhining Ruler, 
yet am cheared with a real, though faint Com- 
munication of his Splendor. —Does. he re- 
member Us, in his Progreſs through other 
__ZClimes? Does He ſend a Detachment of his 
EKRays, to eſcort Us during his perſonal Abſence; 
or to cover (if I may uſe the military Term) 
our Retreat from the Scene of Action? Has he 
bequeathed Us a Dividend of his Beames, 
ſufficient to render our Circumſtances eaſy, 
and our Situation agreeable? Till Sleep pours 
pis ſoft Oppreſſion on the Organs of Senſe; 
till Sleep ſuſpends all the Operations of our 
Hands; and intirely ſuperſedes any farther 
* Occaſion for the Light. No: 


10 CONTEMPLATIONS Rt 
No: it is ill-judged and unreaſonable, to 
aſcribe this beneficent Conduct to the Sun. Not 
unto Him; not unto Him; but unto his 
Almighty Maker We are obliged, for this plea- 
ſing Attendant, this valuable Legacy. Ihe 
gracious Author of our Being, has ſo diſpoled 
the Collection of circumambient Air, as to 
make it productive of this fine and wonderful 
Effect. The Sunbeams, falling on the higher 
Parts of the aereal Fluid, inſtead of paſſing on t. 
in ſtrait Lines, are bent inwards and conducted 
to our Sight. Their natural Courſe is over- 
ruled, and they are bidden to wheel about; on Ml 
| purpoſe to favour Us with a welcome and 
ſalutary Viſit. —By which Means, the Bleſſing 
of Light, and the Seaſon of Buſineſs, are con- 
fiderably prolonged. And, what is a very 
— Circumſtance, prolonged moſt con- 
ſiderably? when the vehement Heats of Sum- 
mer, incline the Student to poſtpone his Walk, 
till the temperate Evening prevails; when the 3 1 
important Labours of the Harveſt, call the 
Huſbandman abroad, before the Day is fully Y 1 
em. + 1 
ArTEx all the Ardors of the ſultry Day, how 3 N 
reviving is this Coolneſs! This gives new 
Verdure to the fading Plants; new Vivacity to 
the withering Flowers; and a more exquiſue 
Fragrance to their mingled Scents. By this, ay: 
the Air alſo receives a new Force, and is "i 1 
fied 


on Tut NIGHT. 11 
= bed to exert itſelf with greater Activity. Quali- 
ed to brace our Limbs; to heave our en 
and co- operate, with a briſker Impulſe, i 
perpetuating the Circulation of our Blood. 
his I might call the grand Alembic of Nature; 
| which diſtills her moſt ſovereign Cordial, the 
J 


relreſhing Deus. Inceſſant Heat, would rob 


ONS 
1 TIL CE 


Us of thein beneficial Agency ; and oblige 
them to evaporate, in imperceptible Exhala- 
tions. Turbulent Winds, or even the gentler 
1 Motions of Auroras Fan, would dillipate the 
Tu iſing Vapours, and not ſuffer them to form a 
Coalition. But, favouret by che Stillneſs, and 
Fondenſed by the Coolnels of che Night; they 
7 2 in pearly Drops, and create that fineiy- 
1 tempered Humidity, which chears the vegetable 
World, as Sleep exhilerates the Animal. 
n- Nor unlike to theſe, are the Advantages of 
n- Folitude. The World is a troubled Ocean; 
nd who can ere& ſtable Purpoſes, on its 
——Hutuating Waves? The World is a School 
of Wrong; and who does not feel Himſelf 
*Farping, to its pernicious Influences“? On this 
ea of Glaſs +, how Raby we ſlide from 
pur own Stedfaſtneſs! Some ſacred Truth, 
263 Which was ſtruck in lively Characters on our 
1 Souls, 
y 15 EN unquam a turba mores, gos exluli, refero. Aliquid, 
eo quod compoſui, turbatur : aliquid, ex his que fugavi, 
;_ 2 Inimica ęſt multorum converſatio. —7 


T Rev. xv. 2. 


worthy Reſolution, which Heaven had wrought * 


Some inticing Vanity, which we had ſolemnly 7 


an unwary Glance, kindled a Fever of irregular 


nocence is of ſo tender a Conſtitution, that it | = 
ſuffers in the promiſcuous Croud. Our Purity 7 


to know myſelf. Here, the Soul may rally her 
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Souls, is obſcured, if not obliterated. Some 


8 YN 
" 6 
3 72 
Ko.” 
5 


in our Breaſts, is ſhaken, if not overthrownu. 


renounced, again practiſes its Wiles, and a- 
gain captivates our Affections. How often has 


_— 5 2 Foc. <td; . 3 8 ; © Wn 
5 1 7 * / hc. 7 ²˙ A 7 I , e 


„ 
2 


Deſire in our Hearts? How often has a Word 
of Applauſe, dropt luſcious Poifon into our 
Ears; or ſome diſreſpectful Expreſſion, ratled | . 


” 


os 
— 
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touches on the World, without contracting a 
Stain. We ſee, we hear, with Peril. 

Bur here Safety dwells. Every meddling and | 
intruſive Avocation is ſecluded. Silence holds 8 
the Door againſt the Strife of Tongues, and all 4 
the Impertinencies of idle Converſation. The X 
buſy Swarm of vain Images, and cajoling 4 
Temptations; which beſet Us, with a buzzing 4. 5 
Importunity, amidſt the Gaieties of Life; are 4 by 
chaſed by theſe thickening Shades. — Here 1 38 
may, without Diſturbance, commune with my % 
own Heart; and learn that beſt of Sciences, E 


is of ſo delicate a Complexion, that it ſcarce | A 
1 * 


diſſipated Powers, and Grace recover its native 
Energy. — This is the Opportunity, to rectiſy 4 
every evil Impreſſion; to expel the Poiſon, Bp 
= and 


1 n CHE NEV QF” 13 
Ind guard againſt the Contagion, of corrupting 
Examples. This is the Place, where 1 may, 
oith Advantage, apply myſelf to ſubdue the 
F Ree within; and be Maſter, not of a Sceptre, 
but of myſelf, —Throng then, ye Ambitious, 
the Levees ofthe Po wert; Iwill be punctual in 
my Aſſignations with Ain To a Mind 
intent upon its own Improvement, Solitude has 
ZE harms incomparably more engaging, than 
1 "the Entertainments preſented i in the Theatre; 
n- For the Honours conferred in the Drawing-Room. 
it I sad, Solitude. Am I then alone ? — Tis 
ue, my Acquaintance are at a Diſtance, I 
"ce 1 Bave ſtole away from Company, and am re- 
a 3 Tote from all human Obſervation. — But that 
i an alarming Thought, 


" % Millions of ſpiritual Creatures walk the Earth, 
0 + Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we 
Prnhars, ca may be Numbers of thoſe 
6M * ble Beings, patrolling this ſame Retreat; 
4 nd joining with me, in contemplating the 
re 1 Freators Works. Perhaps, thoſe miniſlering 
hpirits who rejoice at the Converſionofa Sinner, 
A E hold up the Goings of the Righteous, may 
* | | Us to the lonely Receſs ; and, even in our 
Poſt ſolitary Moments, be our conſtant Atten- 


ive 
0 FT nts, — What a pleaſing Awe is awakened, by 
on,. Vol. II. 0 ſuch 


and Mir r. Par. Loft, B. IV. I. 677. 
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that Gov, the infinite eternal God, is now and 4 


| Happineſs, but to enjoy Him. 


of the Plalms! Whither ſhall I go from 4% . 
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ſuch a Reflection! How venerable it renders 3 
my retired Walks! I am ſtruck with Reve- | 4 
rence, as under the Roof of ſome ſacred Ediſice; M 
or in the Preſence-Chamber of ſome mighty 
Monarch. —OQ! may 1 never bring any ride 
of Imagination, nor indulgethe leaſt difſolute 7 
Affection; where ſuch refined and exalted In. 
telligences exerciſe their Watch! Y 
'T'is poſſible, that I am encompaſſed wih 4 1 
ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes; but it is. certain, a 
0 


ever with me. The great IEOVah, before 
whom all the Angelic Armies bow their Heads, 
and veil their Faces, ſurrounds me; bare 
me; pervades me. In Him L live, move, and 
« have my Being.” —The whole World is his 
auguſt Temple; and, in the moſt faeftred | 
Corner, I appear before his adorable Majeſty, -7 
no leſs than when I worſhip in his Houle, or 
kneel at his Altar. In every Place, therefore, 
let me pay him the Homage of a Heart, 
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cleanſed from Idols, and devoted to his Ser- j 1 


vice. In every Circumſiance, let me feel no 
Ambition, but to pleaſe Him; nor covet any Fl 
1 1 


=E 
5 >” 
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5 
HIS 


How ſublime 1s the Deſcription, and how 
ſtriking the Sentiment, in that noble Paſſage 


Sur or whather 8 I flee hers thy preſence" i 


+ on THE NIGHT. 15 
ere inthroned in Light. / Igo down 70 the 
EDcpths of the Grave, Thou art there alſo in thy 
Pavillion of Darkneſs. If T retire to the re- 
y ZWmoteſt Eaſtern Climes, where the Morning firſt 

ales Wing : if, ſwiſter than the darting Ray, 
I paſs to the oppoſite Regions of the Welt, 
and remain in the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea“: 
mall I, in ha diſtant Situation, be beyond thy 
i each; or, by this ſudden Tranſition, efcape 
n, thy Notice! So far from it; that could I, with 


nd ne Glance of Thought, tranſport myſelf be- 
Tc ond all the Bounds of Creation; 1 ſhould ſtill 
Us, be incircled with the Immenſity of thy Eſſence; 


pr rather, ſtill be incloſed in the Hollow of 
nd Þy Hand. —Awtful yet delightful Truth! Let 
his t be interwoven with every Thought! and 
ed hecome one with the very Conſciouſneſs of my 
ly, Exiſtence! That I may contiriually walk with 

or 60D, and conduct myſelf, in every Step of my 
IC, Wehaviout, * as ſeeing HIM that is inviſible.“ 
art, Tur are the happy Perſons; Felicity, true 


If Dan- 

02 gers 

Hal. exxxix. J, 8, 9. There is, 1 think, an ad- 

Alitional Strength and Beauty in the Thought; if, with 

he learned Mr. Mudge, we ſuppoſed an Antitheſts bes 
1 7 ween the two Clauſes of the laſt Verſe, as there evident! 


ps between thoſe of the preceding; and that 207 ex- 


and 


preſs, in a poetical Stile, the Extremities of the Eg 
he Weſt. 22 | 
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their Almighty Guardian to ſecure them. — 


their heavenly Father; who-now. ſees in ſecret, 


Judge, and have given in their Evidence. An | 
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gers threaten, their impregnable Defence is at 
hand. Nothing can be ſo near to terrify, as 


To Thefe, the Hours can never be tedious ; and 
it is impoſſible, for them, to be alone. Do they 1 wy 
ſtep aſide from the Occupations of animal 
Life? A more exalted Set of Employments 

engage their Attention. They addreſs them- Þ 
ſelves, in all the various Acts of Devotion, to 


and will hereaſter reward them openly. They 
ſpread all their Wants, before his indulgent | = 
Eye; and diſburden all their Sorrows, into his 
compaſſionate Boſom.— Do they withdraw 
from human Society? They find themſelves 


under the more immediate Regards of their 


Maker. It they reſign the Satisfactions of ſocial E 7 
Intercourſe; it is to cultivate a Correſpondencſdse 
with the condeſcending Derry, and taſte the 3 
Pleaſures of Divine Friendſhip. —What is ſuch 

a State, but the very Suburbs of Heaven? What 


is ſuch a Conduct, but an Amtepaſt of eternal == 


Bleſſedneſs? 1 
Nov, my Soul, the Day is ended. The Hours pi: 
are all fled. They are fled to the ſupreme, 


Evidence, regiſtered in Heaven! and to be pro- 
duced, at the great Audit. Happy They! 
whoſe Improvement has kept Pace with the 
flectivg Minutes. Who have ſeized the impor- 
tant 


=_ on TUE NIGHT. 17 
3 tant Fugitives; and engaged them in the Pur- 
uit of Widom, or devoted them to tlie Service 


„ Fu v61TIvEs indeed they are. Our Moments 
lip away filently and inſenfibly. The Thief 
ſteals not more unperceived from the pillaged 
0 Houſe.— And will the Runagates never ſtop? 
No: Where- ever we are, however employed, 
7 Time purſues his inceſſant Courſe. Thougk 
woe are liſtleſs and dilatory; the great Meafurer 
I * our Days preſſes on; ſtill preſſes on, in his 

vearied Career“ ; And whirls our Weeks, and 

Months, and Years away.—lIs it not then 

lurpriſingly ſtrange, to hear People complain 

ok the Tediouſneſs of their Time, and how heavy 

1 Wit hangs upon their Hands? To ſee them con- 
al b '* trive a Variety of amuſing Artifices, to accele- 
. - its Flight, and get rid of its Burden Ah! 
; Thoughtleſs Mortals |! Why need you urge the 
q 1 15 gheadlong Torrent? Your Days are ſwifter than 
2 Pot; which, carrying Diſpatches of the laſt 
3 une. with unremitted Speed ſcours the 
Road. They paſs away like the nimble Ships; 
vahich have the Wind in their Wings, and 
Tz To ® ſkim along the watry Plain. They haſten 
to cheir deſtined Period, with the Rapidity: of 
an Eagle, which leaves the ſtormy. Blaſt behind 
is 3 Her, 


* Sed fugit interea; fugit irreþarabile Tempus, VI RG. 
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Her, while She cleaves the Air, and darts upon 
hee: Frey”. 

Now the Day is gone, how ſhort it appears! 
When my fond Eye beheld it in Perſpective, it 
ſee med a very conſide rable Space. Minutes, 


crowded upon Minutes; and Hours, ranged 


behind Hours; exhibited an extenſive Draught, 


and flattered me with a long Progreſſion of 3 
Pleaſures. But, upon a retroſpefive View, how 4 
wonderfully i is the Scene altered! The Land- 
ſcape, large and ſpacious, which a warm # 


Fency drew; brought to the Teſt of cool Ex- 


perience, ſhrinks -into a Span. Juſt as the 
Shores vaniſh, and Mountains dwindle to a 
Spot; when the Sailor, ſurrounded by Skies 
and Ocean, throws his laſt Look on his native 
Land. — How clearly do I now diſcover the 
Cheat! May it never impoſe upon my unwary 
Imagination again! I find, there is nothing 


zbiding on this Side Eternity. a long Dura- 
tion, in a State of finite Exiſtence, is mere 2 1 


00 ix. 25, 26. By theſe Three very 3 1 
Images, the inſpired Poet repreſents the unintermitled aw 
and rabid Flight of Time. The Paſſage is illuſtrated PE 
with g great Judgment. and equal Delicacy, in Dr. Grey's 8 


moſt ingenious Abridgment of Schultens. — Que tribus in = | 


elementis veloci ſſima, hic admirabili cum emphaſi congeruntur. a 


In terns, nil bernicius curſore, & quidem leti quid ferente. 
. JXIM 


Na pidius iamen adhuc undas, non ſecant, fed ſupervolant, 


navigiola papyro contexta. Omnium rapidiſſume aerem grandi- | 


bus alis permetitur aquila, precipiti lapſe 1 ruens in pradam. 


on uE NIGHT. 19 


X Prrnays, the Healthy, and the Gay, may not 
9 r zadily credit the ſerious Truth; eſpecially 
9 rom a young Pen, and new to its Employ. Let 
us then refer ourſelves to the Deciſion of the 
Antient. Aſk ſome venerable old Perſon, who 
is juſt marching off the mortal Stage; | How 

Z many have been the Days of the Years of thy 
ie? It was a Monarch's Queſtion; and 
4 Wherefore can wantno Recommendation, tothe 
4 "faſhionable World. — Obſerve, how he ſhakes 
his hoary Locks, and from a deep-felt Con- 
idion replies; *© Fourſcore Years have finiſhed 


ae 3 7 their Rounds, to furrow theſe Cheeks, and 


7 & cloath this Head in Snow. Such a Term 
es may ſeem long and large, to inconſiderate 
ve outh. But 07 how ſhort, how ſcanty, to 
he One that has made the Experiment! Short, 
bas a Gleam of tranſient Sunſhine; ſcanty, as 
ng | . Shadow that departeth. Methinks, it was 
a- but Yeſterday, that I exchanged my childiſh 
ere ports, for manly Exerciſes; "and now, I am 
:R- | reſigning them both, for the Sleep of Death. 


m ay we believe this Teſtimony of mature re Agel 

5 in May every Evening bring it, with clearer Evi- 
We 

tur. gence, to our Minds! And may we {form ſuch 


. 
N 


le. : Eſtimate of the little Pittance, while it is 


„di. e te upon 
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Conduct. Beamed forth in Meekneſs of Wit 


— 
« — 


Delay, or conſiſt with the leaſt Remiſſneſs? 


— 
— 
” 


Covenant with the Grave, and waſt aſſured of: 


would even fuch a Leaſe expire! Extend it, 6 
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upon the advancing Hand, as we ſhall cer- YZ / 
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tainly make, when the Sands are all run down! WM 
Ler me add one Reflection on the Works ff 3 1 95 
be done, while this Shuttle is flying through 
the Loom“. A Work of no ſmall em | 3 | 2 
of the utmoſt Conſequence!—Haſt Thou 
not ſeen, haſt thou not known, the Excellent ol WW 
the Earth; who were living Images of their 
Maker! His Divine Likeneſs was transfuſed 
into their Hearts, and beamed forth in all ther I 


dom, and Purity of Affection; in all the ten- Us 
der Offices of Love; and all the noble Eiforul Mp 4 
of Zeal. To be ſtampt with the ſame beauti- 
ful Signature, and to be Followers of them, as . 
they were of CyrsT; His, this is thy Buſineſs, 
On the Accompliſhment of this, thy eternal 
All depends. And, will an Affair of ſuch # 
unſpeakable Weight, admit of a Moments 8 


Eſpecially, ſince much of thy appointed Time 1 
is already elapſed; and the Remainder is all 
Uncertainty; fave' only that it is in the vol bk 
Act to fly.—Or ſuppoſe; chou hadſt made ay. 


reaching: the Age of Metlmuſelats; how ſoon! 15 +2 


if you pleafe, ftill farther; and let it be coe. hy 
"Fl Hs 


* My Days are fo Vier than a Weaver's Shuttle, Job. 1 
vii. 6. * 


on THE NIGH T. 21 
ent with Nature itſelf, How inconſiderable 
che Addition! For, yet a very little while, 
and che commiſſioned Archangel holds up his 
h Hand to Heaven, and ſwears by the Almighty 
Name, That Time ſhall be no longer „ Then, 
gu ſed Opportunities, will never return; and 
"Few Opportunities, will never more be offer- 
ged. Then, would negligent Mortals wiſn— 
"498 1 ee 43 eie ee 
ir FW * This alludes to the Beginning of Revelations the 
i. 7 xth ; which, abſtracted from its ſpiritual Meaning, and 
"conſidered only as a ſtately Piece of Machinery, well de- 
fſęͤerves our Attention; and, I will venture to ſay, has 
ts bot its Superior, perhaps not its Equal, in any of the 
e P 5 P P q * 
ti-⸗ oſt celebrated Maſters of Greece and Rome, — All that 
as as gloomy or beautiful in the Atmoiphere, all that is ſtri- 
„bing or magnificent in every Element, is taken to 
ſs =. © ; . . . * g 
gheighten the Idea. Yet nothing is diſproportionate ; but 


* 
* 
9. 1 


Zan uniform Air of ineffable Majeſty greatens, exalts, 
ch Ehnoblcs the Whole. —Be pleaſed to obſerve the Aſpef 
it's this auguſt Perſonage. All the Brightneſs of the Sun, 
ines in his Countenance; and all the Rage of the 
ire, burns in his Feet. — See his Apparel. The Clouds 
mc ſompoſe his Robe, and the Drapery of the Sky floats 
all pon his Shoulders. The Rainbow forms his Diadem; 
ery did that which ** compaſſeth the Heaven with a glori- 
ous Circle, is the Ornament of his Head, —Behold 

+ 19 his Altitude. One Foot ſtands on the Ocean, the other 
0 feſts on the Land. The wide extended Earth, and the 
don World of Waters, ſerve as Pedeſtals for thoſe mighty 
| it, Polumns.—Conſider the Alion. His Hand is lifted up 
155 d the Height of the Stars. He ſpeaks; and the Re- 
mm ons of the Firmament echo with the mighty Accents, 
n s the midnight Deſert reſounds with the Lion's Roar, 

job. 1 Ehe Artillery of the Skies is diſcharged at the Signal ; 
. i. J 4 
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wiſh ever ſo paſſionately—for a few Hours— 
a few Moments only—to be thrown back from 
the opening Eternity; Thouſands of Worlds 
would not be able to procure the Grant. Fro 
SHALL I, now, be induſtrious to ſhorten, 
what is no longer than a Span; or to quicken a7 
the Pace of what is ever on the Wing? Shall 2 
1 ſquander away what is unutterably important 
While it laſts; and, when once departed, is al- 
together irrevocable! O! my Soul, forbear the 
Folly; forbear the deſperate Extravagance. 
Wilt thou chide as a Loiterer, the Arrow that 
boundeth from the String; or ſweep away ß 
Diamonds, as the Refuſe of thy Houſe ?— 
N Throw Xt 5 


a Peal of ſevenfold Thunder ſpreads the Alarm; and 3 
prepares the Univerſe to receive his Orders. —Fo finiſn 
all; and give the higheſt Grandeur, as well as the ut- 7 ; 
moſt Solemnity, to the Repteſentation ; hear the Decree 
that iſſues from his Mouth. He ſwears by H I M that _ 
liveth for ever and ever, In whatever Manner, ſo majeſtic = 
a Perſon had expreſſed Himſelf; He could not fail off, 
commanging univerſal Attention, But when he con- = 
firms his Speech, by a moſt ſacred and inviolable Oath; 2M 55 
we are not only wrapt in filent Suſpenſe, but over- 
whelmed with the profoundeſt Awe.— He ſwears, Tal 
Time ſhall be no longer. Was ever Voice fo full of Ter. # 
ror; ſo big with Wonder? It proclaims, not the Fall 
of Empires, but the final Period of Things. It ſtrikes 7 
off the Wheels of Nature; bids Ages and Generations RE 
ceaſe to roll; and with one potent Word, conſigns a 
whole World over to Diſſolution.— This is one among 
a Multitude of very ſublime and maſterly Strokes, to be Hä 
found in that too much neglected Book—the Bis 1:. 
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XL brow Time away! Aſtoniſhing, ruinous, ir- 
eparable Profuſeneſs! Throw Empires away, 
and be blameleſs. But O! be parſimonious 
of thy Days; huſband thy precious Hours. 
They go connected, indiſſolubly connected, 
ZZ Avith Heaven or Hell“. Improved, they are a 
"ure Pledge of everlaſting Glory; waſted, they 
1 4 re a {ad Preface to never-ending Confuſion 
nd Anguiſh. , | 
” Whuar a profound Silence has compoſed the 
World! So profound is the Silence, that my 
very Breath ſeems a Noiſe; the Licking of my 

Watch is diſtinctly heard; if I do but ſtir, it 
creates a Diſturbance.— There is, now, none 
pf that confuſed Din, from the tumultuous 
City; No Voice of jovial Ruſtics, from the 
nd peighbouring Meadow: No chirping Melody 
th from the ſhady Thicket.— Every Lip is ſealed, 
Not the leaſt Whiſper, invades the Air; nor the 
1 e 
of 1 * I remember to have ſeen upon a Sun- dial in a Phy- 
on- f ician's Garden at Northampton the following Inſcription ; 
h; rhich, I think, is the moſt proper Motto for the Inſtru- 
'er- ment, that meaſures our Time; and the moſt ſtriking 
hal a monition, that can poſſibly be preſented to every Eye. 
XX Az noc MouENTO PEN DET ATERNIT: AS, 
ET he weighty Senſe of which, I know. not how to ex- 
e reſs in Eugliſi, more happily than in thoſe Words of 
ons Dr. Watts; 1 

{ Good God! on what a ſlender Thread 

[Or, on what a Moment of Time] 

Hang everlaſting Things! : 


9 
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leaſt Motion, ruſtles among the Boughs. Ec mY 
herſelf ſleeps unmoleſted. The expanded Ear, 
though all Attention, catches no Sound, but 
the liquid Lapſe of a diſtant murmuring 
tre am. 15 


All Things are huſtid, as N ature's & elf lay dead. | 7 #51 


Ir, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal 
Ger peur Jen Thouſand bellowing Thun- 3 0¹ 
ders ſhould burſt over my Head; and 0 
the Skies, with their united Vollies; how 
ſhould I bear ſo unexhedted a Shock ; It would 21 
ſtun my Senſes, and confound my Thoughts. E 
I ſhould ſhudder in every Limb; perhaps, ſink 
to the Earth with Terror. —Confider then, O 5 er 
Mortais! conſider the much more prodigious © 1 Git 
and amazing Call, which will, erc long, alarm ws 
your fleeping Bones. When the Tenants of & 
the Tomb have ſlumbered, in the moſt un- ts 
diſturbed Repoſe, for a Muliitude of Ages; . 
what an inconceivable Conſternation muſt che 1 
Shout of che Archangel, and the Trump of Gor, ME 
occaſion! Will it not wound the Ear of the 1 
Ungodly; and affright, even to Diſtraction, 
the impenitent Sinner? The ſtupendous Peal 8 
will ſound through the Vaſt of Heaven; will XX 
| ſhake the Foundations of Nature; and pierce 

even the deepeſt Receſſes of the Grave: And F 
how—O! how will the Priſoners of Divine 

Juſtice, be able. to endure that tremendous | 1 
| Sun. 5 


ON THE NIGHT. 25 
inmons, to afar more tremendous Tribunal? 
bo Thou, my Soul, liſten to the till Voice 
the Goſpel. Attend, in this thy Day, to the 
F#tacious. Invitations of thy Saviour. Then, 
all that great midnight Cry loſe its Horror, 
"and be Mufic in thy Ears. It ſhall be welcome 
— thy reviving Clay, as the Tidings of 
Pberty to the Dungeon Captive; as the Year 

Jubilee to the harafſed Slave. This, this 
hall be its charming Import; Awake, and 
eng, ye that ſleep in N ˙¹ꝛA² roles 
War a general Ceſſation of Affairs, has this 
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*Zdb{ky Hour introduced! A little while ago, 
was Hurry, Hurry. Life and Activity ex- 
ed themſelves ina thouſand buſy Forms. The 
iy ſwarmed, with paſſing and repaſſing Mul- 
indes. All the Country was Sweat and Duſt, 
pe Air floated in perpetual Agitation, by the 
ing Birds, and humming Bees. Art ſat prying 
Ih her piercing Eyes; while Induſtry plied 
HT reſtleſs Hands.—But ſee; how all this fer- 
Int, and impetuous Buſtle, is fled with the 
Wing Sun. The Beaſts are ſlunk, to their 
Emily Couch; and the winged People are re- 
ed, to their downy Neſts. The Hammer 
s reſigned its ſounding Taſk, and the File 
ales to repeat its flying 'Touches. Shut is the 
ll-frequented Shop, and its Threſhold no 
ger worn by the Feet of numerous Cuſ- 
Vor. II. ins © mala OO 
wtf: 1 * 166. xz. 19. | » 
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tomers. The Village-Swain lies drowned in | 
Slumbers; and even his truſty Dog, who, ſor | 
aà conſiderable Time ſtood Centry at the Door, 
is extended at his Eaſe, and ſnores. with his 
Maſter. —In every Place Toil reclines her Head, 
and Application folds her Arms. All Intereſt; 
ſeem to be forgot ; all Purſuits are Se 1 
all Employment is ſunk away; ſunk away with & 
thoſe fluttering Myriads, which lately ſported 
in the Sun's "departing Rays.—'Tis like th: 
Sabbath of univerſal Nature ; oras thou 1 the 
Pulſe of Lite ſtood ſtill. FE 
Tuvs will it be, with ourinfinitely moment- WK 
ous Concerns; when once the Shadows of the 
Evening, (that long Evening, which follows | 
the Footſteps of Death!) are ſtretched over Us. 
The Dead cannot ſeek unto Gop ; the Living i mM 
the Living alone, are poſſeſſed of this ineſti-i T 
mable Opportunuy*. ** There is no Work or} 7 
Device, no Repentance or Amendment, in“ _ 
e Grave f, whuher We are All haſting.' 1 
| | When 1 


Bebo! Now is the accepted Time. Behold ! Now i 
= the Day of Salvation. 2 Cor. vi. 2. q 
- - * Haſte, haſte, he lies in wait, He's at the Door, 
Infidious Death ! Shou'd his Strong Hand arreſt, 

No Compokition ſets the Pris ner free. 
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+ They who are gone down to the Grave, are repre. 
ſented (Iſa. xxxviii. 11.) by a Phraſe, which 5 
rendered by Pitringa, Thoſe that inhabit the Land of nn 
Inter miſſion or Ceſſation, —Which prevents all Appeir 1 
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omen once that cloſing Scene is advanced, We 
all have no other Part to act on this earthly 
EXT khea:re. Then, the Sluggard, who has ſlum- 
pered away Life in a criminal Inaclivity, muſt 
ie down in hopeleſs Diſtrels, and everlaſting 


he that is filthy, let Him be filthy for ever.“ 
Is it ſo, my Soul? Is this the only, only Time 
allotted, for obtaining the great Reward, and 
making thy Salvation ſure? And art Thou 
ulled in a vain Security; or dreaming in a 
ſupine Inadvertency? Start, O! ſtart from thy 
Trance. Gird up the Loins of thy Mind, and 
2% x — 9 „ OR 


ynce of Tautology in the Sentence; and is, I think, a valu- 
' able Improvement of the Tranſlation : as it conveys an Idea, 
Dot only diſtinct from the preceding, but of a very poeti- 
oral, and very afflicting Nature; ſuch as was perfectly na- 
11 ral tor the Royal Singer, and Royal Sufferer to dwell 
pon, in his deſponding Moments, —Thus interpreted 
he Senſe will run; I Hall ſee Man no more; T ſhall be 


den g cut off from the chearful Ways of Men, and all the 
Sweets of human Society. And, what is a farther Ag- 
"RET: gravation of the threatened Stroke, I all, by its ta- 
'ͤ king Place, be numbered with T hoſe, that inherit the Land 
E + of Ceſſation and Inactivity. Where there will be no 
more Poſſibility of contributing to the Happineſs of 
my Kingdom ; no more Opportunity of advancing my 
Creator's Glory; or of making my own final Salva- 
h tion ſure. A Sentiment like %s, is grand, important, 
| of nl full of Benevolence; removes all Suſpicion of un- 
"=p becoming Puſulanimity, and does the higheſt Honour to 


* * * 
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\car- 
ance he Monarch's Character. 
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we are either remiſs in our Function, or laying ourſelves WR 


beyond the Reach of our Prayers: - gone into at un- Bp 
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work while it is Day. - Improve the preſen: # 
Secd-time, that Eternity may yield a joyſul WF 


_ Harveſt. We cipecially, who are Watchmen Bw! 


in Iſrael, and Miniſters of the glorious Goſpel; | 9 
may We be awakened, by this Conſideration a 
to all Aſſiduity i in our holy Office. Some or 


other of our People, are ever and anon depart- 


ing into the inviſible State; all our Friend, 
are making inceſſant Approaches to their long 8 
Home; and we ourſelves, ſhall very ſhortly be 40 


| tranſmitted to the Confinement of the Tomb. 5 


Thts is the favourable Juncture, wherein alone 
we can contribute to their endleſs Welfare. 


This is the Criſis, the all-important Criſis, off ; 0 


their final Felicity. Inſtantly, therefore, let us . 
pour in our wholeſome Inſtructions; inſtantly, e 


let Us ply them with our earneſt . 9 75 


A Moment's Delay, may be an irreparable Loſs; 
may be irretrievable Ruin. While we procra- < 


ſtinate, a fatal Stroke may intervene; and place „ 
Us, beyond the Power of adminiſtering; or 


3 5 
place Them, beyoud all Pothbility of receiving 
any ſpiritual Good®, = 2 
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* The Caſe, repiaanted by the Prophet 11 Kings xx. 4 
40.) ſeems perfectly applicable on this Occafion, As !/'7 
Servant was buſy here and there, He was gone, So, while 


out upon inferior Cares, the People of our Charge may 
be gone: gone beyond the Influence of our Counſels; 


changeable and eternal State, 


Pd 


/ 
on Tut: NIGH T. 29 
| How frequently is the Face of Nature chang- 
and, by changing, made more agreeabie.— 
ZE hc-long-continued Glitter of the Day, ren- 
Leers the ſoothing Shades of the Evening doubly 
welcome. Nor does the Morn ever purple the 
Ho E. ſt with ſo engaging a Luſtre, as after the 
„loom of a dark and diſmal Night. At pre- 
ent, a Calm of Tranquillity is ſpread through 
e Univerſe. The weary Winds have forgot to 
low. The gentle Gales have fanned them- 
les aſlcep. Not ſo much as a ſingle Leaf 
ods. Even the quivering Aſpin reſts. And not 
e Breath curls ore the Stream. — Sometimes, 
che contrary, the Tempe/t ſummons all the 
porces of the Air; and pours itſelf, with re- 
=$#1lcls Fury, fromthe angry North. The whole 
*ZAtmoſphere is toſſed into tumultuous Con- 
bon, and the watry World is heaved to the 
ouds. The aſtoniſhed Mariner, and his 
de Waning Veſſel, now ſcale the rolling Moun- 
in, and hang dreadfully viſible on thebroken 
urge; now ſhoot, with headlong Impetuoſity, 
to the yawning Gulf; and neither Hulk, nor 
Maſt, is ſeen. The Storm {ſweeps over the 
Fontinent: raves along the City- Streets: ſtrug- 
es through the Foreſt-boughs; and terrifies 
ie lavage Nations with a Howl, more wildly 
WB orrid than their own. The knotty Oaks 
end before the Blaſt; their iron Trunks groan ; 
ad their ſtubborn Limbs are daſhed to the 
| 7» fs 
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Ground. The Loſty Dome rocks; and even 
the ſolid Tower totters on its Baſis. _ 3 
Sucn Variations are kindly contrived, and 
with an evident Condeſcenſion tothe Ficklene(; RY 
of our Taſte. Becauſe, a perpetual Repetition MA 
of the ſame Objects, would create Satiety and 
Diſeuſt; therefore, the indulgent Father of mw 
our Race has diverſified the univerſal Scene 
and bid every Appearance bring with it he 
Charm of Novelty.--'This circumſtance is bene- 
Icial, as well as entertaining. Providence, ever 
gracious to Mortals; ever intent upon promo- WR 
ting our Felicity; has taken Care to mingle, a 
in the Conſtitution of Things, what is lea. "HR 
- ſing to our Imagination; with what is ſervi-# 
ceable to our Iiutereſts. The piercing Winds | 
andrugged Aſpect of Winter, render the balmy RX 
Gales, and flowery Scenes of Spring, peculiarly 05: 2 
delighiſul. At the fame Lime, the keen Froſts bs 
mellow the Soil, and prepare it for the 0 2 
of Induſtry. The ruſhing Rains impregnate 
the Glebe, and fit it to becortie a Magazine of 
Plenty. The Earth is a great Laboratory; and 1 
Decembers Cold collects the grols Materials, mn 
which are ſublimated by the refining Warmth 
of May. The Air is a pure elaſtic Fluid; and | 
were it always to remain in this See x 
Serenity, it would loſe much of its active 
Spring; was it never agitated by thoſe hole 
ſome Concu ſſions, it would contract a noiſome, 
| per- 
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1 rhaps, a peſtilential Taint. In which Caſes, 
dur Reſpiration, inſtead of purifying, would 
Eorrupt the vital Juices; inſtead. of ſupplying 
s with Refreſhment, would be a Source of 
= Diſcaſes; or every Gaſp We draw, might be 
navoidable Death“. How then ſhould we 
1 ac mire, how ſhould we adore, that happy 
nion of Benignity and Wiſdom; which, 
pom a Variety of Diſpenſations, produces an 
ZUniſormity of Good! Produces a perpetual | 
Succeſſion of Delights, and an uninterrupted 
eecries of Advantages ! e e 
Tux Darkneſs is now at its Height; and 1 
gannot but admire the obliging Manner of its 


taking 
1 | 


FREE * Conſidering the immenſe Quantity of Coals and 
© I "2K | . OL. * . % . . 
lier combuſtible Materials which are daily conſumed, 
ly and cvaporate into the Air. Conſidering the number- 
ts Streams, and Clouds of Smoke, which almoſt con- 
nd 11 vally overwhelm populous Cities; the noiſome Ex- 
SE, . 8 : a 
„ lations, which ariſe from thronged Infirmaries, and 
alc 1 55 <2." ; ah ve. : - 7 , 
athſome Jayls; from ſtagnating Lakes, and putrid 


| 4 Phe Air is the common Sewer, into which ten thouſand 
imes ten thouſand Nuiſances are inceſſantly diſcharged; 

eet it is preſerved ſo thoroughly clear, as to afford the moſt 

9 anſparent Medium for Viſion; ſo delicately und ulalory, 
co tranſmit, with all imaginable Diſtinctneſs, every 
WP: vcriity of Sound; ſo perfeftly pure, as to be the conſtant. 
er- n U A f — 2 - 

bei- cebner of the Fluids, in every Animal that breathes. 
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taking place. It comes not with a blunt and 
abrupt Incivility, but makes gentle and reſpet- mk 
ful Advances. A precipitate Tranſition, from 
the Splendors of Day, to all the Horrors of 
Midnight, would be inconvenient and frightful. 
It would bewilder the Traveller in his Journey; 
it would ſtrike the Creation with Amazement; {Mt 
and, perhaps, be pernicious to the Organs of 1 
Sight. Therefore the Gloom ruſhes not upon 
us inſtantaneouſly, but increaſes by ſlow De- 
grees; and, ſending Twrlrght before as its | 
Harbinger, decently advertiſes us of its Ap- 
proach. By this means, we are neither alarmed, x 
nor incommoded, by the Change; but arc 
able to take all ſuitable and timely Meaſures, 
for its Reception. — Thus graciouſly has Pro- 
vidence regulated, not only the, grand Viciſſi 4 
tudes of the Seaſons, but allo the common inte- 
changes of Light and Darkneſs, with an ap- 
parent Reference to our Comfort. 14 
Now, the fierce Inhabitants of the Poref for- 
ſake their Dens. A thouſand grim Forms, a 
- thouſand growling Monſters, pace the Deſart. 
Death is in their Jaws, while ſtung with Hun- 
ger, and athirſt for Blood, they roam their 
nightly Rounds. — Unfortunate the Traveller, 
who is overtaken by the Night, in thoſe diſmal 
Wilds! How muſt he ſtand aghaſt, at the 
mingled Yell of ravenous Throats, and Lions 
roaring alter their Prey! Defend Him, propi- 
tious 


on; rs. . 33 


ous Heaven! or elſe He muſt ſee his endearing 
NF Spouſe | and hail his native Home, no more! 
SN ow, the prowling Wolf, like a murderous 
9 Ruffian, dogs the Shepherd's Footſteps, and 
lets his bleating Charge. The Fox, like a 
Oe raſty Felon, ſteals to the thatched Cottage, and 
0 Earries off the feathered Booty. . 
Har for the World, were theſe the only 
1 2 eſtroyers that walk in Darkneſs. But, alaſs! 
there are Savages in human Shape; who, muf. 


ed in Shades, infeſt the Abodes of civilized 
Life. The Sons of Violence make Choice of this 

|, beaſon *, to perpetrate the moſt outrageous 
eas of Wrong and Robbery. The Adulterer 


Pyaiteth for the Twilight; and, baſer than the 
Poillain on the Highway, betrays the Honour 
pf his Boſom-Friend. Now, Faclion forms her 
loſe Cabals, and whiſpers her traiterous In- 
inuations. Now, Rebellion plans her accurſed 
5 1 Plots, and prepares the Train to blow a Nation 
Into Ruin. Now Crimes, which hide their odi- 
Dus Heads in the Day, haunt the Seats of So- 
Eicty, and ſtalk through the Gloom with au- 


1- acious Front. Now, the Vermin of the Stews 
i f rawl from their lurking Holes, to wallow in 
„in, and ſpread Contagion through the Night. 
al F ach ſoothing himſelf with the fond Notion, 
ne bat all is ſafe; That no Eye ſees. 


= * — — — When Night 
=_ Darkeus the Streets, then wander 75701 the 880 
f Belial, flown with Inſolence und Wine. 
, | _ Mizr. 
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An They then concealed? Prepoſterous] 1 
a Madmen! To draw the Curtain between their! 0 

; infamous Practices, and a little Set of Mortals; 
but lay them open, to all theſe chaſte and wa. 

ful Eyes of Heaven“! As though the Moon! 9 

and Stars were made, to light Men to their 

| Revels, and not to GOD.—Are they then 
concealed ? No, truly. Was every one of thee 
vigilant Luminaries cloſed; an Eye keener than * 

the Lightning's Flaſh, an Eye brighter chan = 


Ten thouſand Suns, beholds their every Mo. 
tion. Their thickeſt Shades are HN Dart 


Dman Actions. r Creatures! have vl 
not heard, have ye not read, © That Clouds and 
{+ Darkneſsare HIS majeſtic Reſidence? ?!” In * 
that very Gloom, to which you fly for Coven Sp 
he erects his Throne. What you reckon youll w. 
Screen, is the Bar of his Tribunal. O! remem- "MX 
ber this! Stand in Awe, and fin not. Re mem. 
ber, that the great and terrible Gop is about 10/8 
_ Path\, when you take your midnight Range! Wo 


* — — Sed Luna videt, ſed Sidera Teſts 
Intendunt Oculos. 1 
+ This is finely, and very forcibly, Ee by ti: tel " 

Pſalmiſt : Tf I ſay, Peradventure the Darkneſs ſhall co: Xx 7 

me; then ſhall my Night be lurned to Day. Or, as it may} WY L 

be rendered ſomewhat more emphatically, Even the Ni, =” 1 5 

Jhall be broad Daylight all around me. cxxxix. 10, ne 

; T Pſal xcvn. 2. ELIE 
9 original Words are much "I Route than me T0 

Tran. = 
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1 PT your Bed, when you indulge the looſe 
ehre; and ſpies out all your Ways, be they 


Et Sons Minutes ago, a Paſſenger croſſed along 
Fo e Road. His Horle's Foot ſtruck the Ground, 
xd fetched Fire from a Flint. My Eye, tho 
ena Diſtance, catched the View; and ſaw, with 
1 " Clearneſs, the tranſient Sparkles : Of 
nich, had 1 been ever ſo near, I ſhould- not 
ve diſcerned the leaſt Glimpſe, under the 
B aze of Day.—So*, | when Sicknels has drawn 
Veil over the Gaiety of our Hearts; when 
Wisfortunes have eclipſed the Splendor of our 
=”. 11 ig aun 


anllation; and ſignify, Thou ſifteſt my Path, and art 
mately acquainted with all my Ways. The former, I 
1 rehend, denoting the exact Cognizance, which the 
— 3 mighty taketh; the latter implying the conſfant In- 
ion, which he exerciſeth; over all the Circum- 
ces of our Conduct. Hal. cxxxix. 2. Pe 
Il beg Leave to inform the young Gentleman, whoſe 
"01 Ine dignifies my Dedication ; That this was a Remark 
1 oF bis honoured Father, when we rode together, and 
Rn verſcd in a duſky Evening. I mention this Circum- 
nce, partly, to ſecure the Paragraph from Contempt; 
=p2rily to give Him, and the World, an Idea of that emi- 
nity ſerious Taſte, which diſtinguiſhed my deceaſed 
iend.— The lefs obvious the Reflection, the more clear- 
it diſcovers a Turn of Mind, remarkably ſpiritual ; 
1 hich would ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without yielding 
me religious Improvement. The meaner the Incident, 
more admirable was the Fertility of Imagination; 
lich could deduce the ſublimeſt Truths, from the 
=o! trivial Occurrences, © © 1 
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outward Circumſtances; how many important 
Convictions preſent themſelves, with the brighteſt BY 
Evidence ! Under the Sunſhine of Proſperity, 0 
they lay undiſcovered; but, when ſome inter- 


vening Cloud has darkened; the Scene, they 
emerge from their Obſcurity, and even glitter 
upon our Minds. Then, the World, that delu- WM. 


five Cheat, confeſſes her Emptineſs: but IESUs, 


ba, FL 

2 gs Re IO ng 

3 e . ONS by 92 
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the bright and Morning-Star, beams forth with a 
inimitable Luſtre. Then, Vice loſes all h« 
fallacious Allurements; that painted Strumpet r 
is horrible, as the Hags of Hell : but Firtuc, RX 
deſpiſed Virtue, gains Lovelineſs from a lour- 


ing Providence, and treads the Shades with im 
more than, mortal Charms.—May this e- 
concile me, and all the Sons of Sorrow, to our RE 


appointed Share of Suffering! If Tribulation H 
tend to diſſipate the inward Darkneſs, and a 
pour heavenly Dew upon our Minds; welcome? 
Diſtreſs; welconfe Diſappointment; welcome 
whatever our froward Fleſh, or peeviſh Pa.. 
lions, would miſcall Calamities. Theſe light 1 


afſliclions, which are but for a Moment, ſhall li 


ealy upon our Spirits; ſince they befriend 
our Knowledge; promote our Faith; and ſo, mY 


* work, out for us, a far more exceeding and 
ſy eternal Wage of Glory*. 5 als 
. 


*2 Cor. iv. 17. The great Stephens, that Oracle of 
Grecian Learning, tranſlates, Quo nihil majus act au 


ES 
STS! 
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XX How has this Darkneſs ſnatched every ſplen- 
a and graceful Object from my Sight! It has 
ſhed the Sponge over the Pictures of Spring, 
and deſtroyed all the delicate Diſtinctions of 
= Fhings. Where are now the fine Tinges, 
ich ſo lately charmed me from the glowing 
ZFartcrre! The Bluſh is ſtruck out, from the 
EXE heeks of the Roſe; and theſnowy Hue, is 
oopt from the Lily. I caſt my Eyes toward 
magnificent Seat; but the aſpiring Columns, 
nd fair-expanded Front, are mingled in rude 
RE onfuſion. Without the Sun, all the Elegance 
che blooming World, is a mere Blank; all 
te Symmetry of Architecture, is a ſhapeleſs 
cp 
Ils not this an expreſſive Emblem ofthe Love- 
Ineſs, which the Sun of Righteouſneſs transfules 
into all that is amiable? Was it not for Jesus, 
Vor II. E and 


gi pott. But how deos the Senſe riſe! How is the Idea 
pplarged, under Two ſuch forcible Expreſſions! The 
Fhole Verſe is a Maſter-piece of the beautiful Anlitheſis, 
e lively Deſcription, and the nervous Diction. It is one 
FRE thoſe exquiſite Paſſages in the inſpired Writings, 
Fhich, like ſome rich aromatic Plants, cannot be tranſ- 
Frred from their own generous and native Soil, with- 
ut being impaired in their Vivacity, and loſing much 
DE their Delicacy. Perhaps, the following Verſion may 
RE fomewhat leſs injurious to the ſacred Original, than 

e common Tranſlation ;—Our very light Affliftian, 
lich is but juſt for the preſent Moment, worketh out a far 
35 ve exceeding, an incomparably great, and eternal Weight of 
7 5 0 i 
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and his Merits, I ſhould ſigh with Anguill 1 7 
of Spirit; even while I rove through Ranks of 
the moſt beautiful Flowers, or breathe amidſt à 
Wilderneſs of Sweets. Was it not for Jesvs, | 
and his Merits; I ſhould roam like ſome diſ-} 
conſolate Spectre, even through the Smiles of 
Creation, and the Careſſes of Fortune. My | 
Converſation in this World, though dreſſed in 
the moſt engaging Forms of external Pleaſure, | 
would be like the Paſſage of a condemned Male. 
factor, through enamelled Meadows, and MW: 
Bowers of Bliſs, to be broke upon the Wheel, 
or to expire on the Rack. But a daily Reflec- 
tion, on the Lams's atoning Blood; a comfort- 
able Truſt, that my Soul is reconciled through 
this divine Expiation; this is the Ray, the 
golden Ray, which irradiates the Face of the 
Univerſe. "This is the Oil of Beauty, which 
makes all Things wear a chearful Aſpect; and 
the Oil of Gladneſs, which diſpoſes the Spec- 
tator to behold them with Delight“. This, 
this is the ſecret Charm, which teaches Nature, 
in all her Proſpects and all her Productions, 
ſo exquiſitely to pleaſe. . Max, 
* Thus applied, that fine Piece of Flattery, addreſſed u 


the Heathen POPC, is ſtrictly and literally true. 
Vultus ubi tuus 


572 it populo, gratior it dies, 3 

Et ſoles melius nitent. Hon. 

Which 1 would caſt in a Chriſizan Mould, and thu 2 
tranſlate : 

| Wha . 
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on THE NIGHT, 20: 


MN goeth forth to his Work, and to 
nis Labour, till che Evening.“ But then his 
Strength fails; his Spirits flag; and he ſtands 
in need, not only of ſome Reſpite from Toil, 
but of, ſome kindly. and ſovereign Refreſh- 
nents. What an admirable Provilion for this 
Purpoſe, is Sleep! Sleep introduces a moſt 
elcome Vacation, both for the Soul and Body. 
Urhe Exerciſes of the Brain, and the Labours, 
of the Hand, are at once diſcontinued. 80 
that the weary, Limbs repair their exhauſted 
Vigour; while the penſtve Thoughts drop 
Wtheir Load of Sorrows, and the buſy ones. reſt 
from the Fatigue of Application. —Moſt revi- 
ing Cordial! Equally beneficial to our ani- 
5 mal and intellectual Powers. It ſupplies the 
ſieſhly Machine, and keeps all its nice Move- 
ments in a proper Poſture for eaſy Play. It 
animates the thinking Faculties with freſh 
Alacrity, and rekindles their Ardor for the Stu- 


A dies o che Dawn. Without theſe enlivening 
: Recruits, how ſoon would the moſt, robuſt 
"5 | Conſtitution, be waſted into a walking Hale 


1 ron; 


When Faith preſents the Saviour's Death, 
And whiſpers, ** This is thine ; 
Sweetly my riſing Hours advance, 
And peacefully decline. 
While ſuch my Views, the radiant Sun | 
Sheds a more ſprightly Ray; 
Each Object ſmiles; all Nature charms J 
I log my Cares away. 


1 10 
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ton; and the moſt learned Sage, degenerate 
into a hoary Idiot !—Some Time ago, I beheld, 
with Surprize, poor Florio. His Air was wild; RP 
his Countenance meagre; his Thoughts rove- 
ing, and Speech di ſconcerted. Inquiring the 2 
Cauſe of this ſtrange Alteration, I was in- 
formed, That, for ſeveral Nights, he had no: 
cloſed his Eyes in Sleep. For want of which 
noble Reſtoration, that ſprightly Youth, (who WE 
was once the Life of the Diſcourſe, and the 
Darling of the Company) is become a Spec- 
tacle of Miſery and Horror. . 
How many of my Fellow- creatures are, at 
this very Inſtant, confined to the Bed of Lan- 
guiſhing; and complaining, with that illuſ- = 
trious Sufferer of old, Weariſome Nights are 
appointed to me Inſtead of indulging ſol: RF 
Repoſe, they are counting the tedious Hours; 
telling every ſtriking Clock; or meaſuring the . 
very Moments, by their throbbing Pulſe. How We 
many, haraſſed with Pain, moſt paſſionately 
long to make ſome little Truce with their 
Agonies, in peaceful Slumbers! How many, 
fick with Dz/quzetude, and reſtleſs even on their 
downy Pillows, would purchaſe this tranſient 
Oblivion of their Woes, almoſt at any Rate! 
— That, which Wealth cannot procure; which i 
Multitudes figh for in vai; thy Go p has be- 
ſtowed on Thee, Times out t of Number. The 


welcome 
„Job. vii. 3. 


on THE NIGHT. 41, 


7 eien Vife itant, punctual at the needed Hour, 
as entered thy Chamber, and poured his Pop- 
ies round thy Couch, Has gently cloſed thy 
WE yc-lids, and ſhed his llumberous Dews over 
Al thy Senſes. 
Std Sleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary; ſo i in- 
WEſimably valuable; obſerve, what a jine Appa- 
xs Almighty Goodnels has made, to accom- 
” odate us with the balmy Bleſſing. With how 
ind a Precaution, He removes whatever mi ight 
hb ſtruct its Acceſs, or impede its Influence! He 
bo Wraws around us the Curtain of Darkneſs ; 
rich inclines us to a drowſy Indolence, and 
„ tonceals every Object, that might too flr ongly 
1 gitate the Sane. He conveys Peace into our 


Vrxcation. N Animal is piddden to tread 
boſily. or rather to ceaſe from its Motion, when 
Man is retiring to his Repoſe.— May we not 
. diſcern, in this gracious Diſpoſition of Things, 
he tender Cares of a Nurſing-Mother ; who- 
puſhes every Noiſe, and ſecludes every Diſtur- 
Þance, when She has laid the Child of her 
Love to Reſt? So, by ſuch ſoothing Circum- 
Rances, and gently-working Opiates, HE 
p:velh, to his Belgued, Sleep *. 
; 8 ſignal Inſtance of a Providence 
tent upon our Welfare, is, that we are pre- 
ſerved ſafe in the Hours of Slumber. How are 
1 E. z * 


* Pſal. cxxvii. 2. 
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= we then loſt to all Apprehenſion of Danger; 
14 even though the Murderer be at our Bed-ſide. 
or his naked Sword at our Breaſt! Deſtitute MR 
of all Concern for ourſelves, we are unable to 
think of, much more to provide for, our own 
Security. At theſe Moments, therefore, we lic 1 
open to innumerable Perils : Perils, from the 
reſiſtleſs Rage of Flames: Perils, from the in- 
ſidious Artifices of Thieves, or the outrageous 
Violence of Robbers : Perils, from the irre- 
gular Workings* of our own Thoughts, and} 
1 from the Incurſions of our 8 ; 


IN 
3 
n 
5 by f * wet 5 
EL 3s”; 
# 5-08 WIDE: 
+ TR . 
vey * 3 
r 
„ Sa. 4 
IT yt 8 
. 8s q 2 
x N 
5 ' 5 


—— — 


n — — = — 
e — — es o 
th * 


* I think it is referable only to a ſaperincending and 1 
watchful Providence, that We are not hurried into the 
moſt pernicious Actions, when our Imagination is heat- RE 
ed, and our Reaſon ſtupefied by Dreams. —We have mT 
ſometimes heard of unfortunate Perſons, who, walking 
in their Sleep, have thrown themſelves headlong from a XR 
Window, and been daſhed to death on the Pebbles. 5 
And whence is it, that ſuch diſaſtrous Accidents are 

only related as Pieces of News, not experienced by Our 
ſelves, or our Families? Were our Minds more ſober a 
in their Opperations, or more circumſpect in their Re. 
gards ? No, verily: Nothing could be more wild, than WW 
their Excurſions; and None could be more inattentive 

to their own Welfare. Therefore, if We have laid U 
down, and ſlept in Peace; it was, becauſe the LORD 
vouchſafed Us the ſweet Refreſhment : if We roſe again 
in Safety; it was, becauſe the L 0 R D ſuſtained Us with 2 
his untemitted Protection. 0 

Will the candid Reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort RMP 
Story; or rather a Matter of Fad, ſuitable to the pre- 

ceding 4 
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War dreadful Miſchief might that reſtleſs, 


„bat implacable Adverſary of Mankind work, 
e vas there not an inviſible Hand to controul 


bis Rage, and protect poor Mortals! What 
Scenes of Horror might he repreſent to our 
maginations, and * ſcare us with Dreams, or 
tcerrify us with Viſions “!“ But the Keeper of 
ael, who never ſlumbers nor ſleeps, inter- 


15 7 | 7 | Pp oles 


2 eding Remark ?—Two Perſons, who had been hunt- 
ing together in the Day, ſlept together the following 


Night. One of them was renewing the Purſuit in his 
Dream; and, having run the whole Circle of the Chaſe, 
ame, at laſt, to the Fall of the Stag. Upon this, He 
cries out with a determined Ardor, TI kill him; I'll 
kill iim: and immediately feels for his Knife, which he 

carried in his Pocket. His Companion happening to be 

awake, and obſerved what paſſed, leaped from the Bed. 


ave | 
ing Being ſecure from Danger, and the Moon ſhining into 


na = the Room, He ſtood to view the Event. When, to his 


les. inexpreſſible Surpriſe, the infatuated Sportſman gave 
are Weveral deadly Stabs, in the very Place, where, a Mo- 
ur- 


ment before, the Throat, and the Life of his Friend lay. 


ber E — This 1 mention, as a Proof, that nothing hinders 
Re- Us, even from being Aſſaſſins of Others, or Murderers 
han of Ourſelves, amidſt the mad Sallies of Sleep; only the 
＋ breventing Care of our Heavenly Father. _ h 

RD What a complete Maſter that malignant Spirit is, 
za ED exhibiting vi/ionary Repreſentations, appears from his 
ith Conduct towards CARIST, on the high Mountain: and 
rat he is too ready, if not reſtrained by an over-ruling 
hon Power, to employ his Dexterity in afflicling Mankind, 
pre- is evident from his Treatment of Job. See Luke iv. 5. 


ding 


ob vii. 14. 
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poſes in our Behalf; at once to cheriſi us under 
his Wings, and to defend us as with a Shield, 
It is ſaid of Solomon, „That Threeſcore 
** valiant Men were about his Bed; all expert 
ein War; every one with his Sword upon. his 
„Thigh, becauſe of Fear in the Night“. 
But One greater than Solomon ; One wightier 
than Myriads of armed Hoſts; even the great 
Janovan, in whom is everlaſting Strength; | 

He vouchſafes to encamp about our Houſes ; to 
watch. over our ſleeping Minutes, and to ſtop WR 
all the Avenues of, III. O! the unwearicd 
and condeſcending Goodneſs of our Creator! x 
Who lulls us to our Reſt, by bringing on the 
filent Shades; and plants his own ever-watchſul MZ 
Eye as our Centinel, while we Enjoy the necd- 

ful Repoſe. 

REASON, now, reſigns her ſedate Office: 
and Fancy, extravagant Fancy, leads the Mind 
through a Maze of Vanity. The Head is croud- 
ed with falſe Images, and tantalized with the 
moſt ridiculous Miſapprehenſions of Things. 
Some, are expatiating amidſt Fairy Fields, and 
gathering Garlands of viſionary Bliſs; while 
their Bodies are ſtretched on a Wiſp of Straw, 
and ſheltered, by the Cobwebs of a Bar. 
Others, quite inſenſible of their Room of 
State, are mourning in a doleful Dungeon, o! 
ſtruggling with the raging. Billows. 3 
with 


* Cant, iii. 7, 8. 


5 ON THE NIGH T. 4 5 
eich haſty Steps, they climb the craggy Cliff 3 
nd, with real Anxiety, fly from the imaginary 
anger. Or elſe, benumbed with ſudden 
Fear, and finding themſelves unable to eſcape, 
they give up at once their Hopes, and their 
Mfforts; and, though reclined on a Couch of 
Vory, are ſinking, all helpleſs and diſtreſſed, 
Sn the furious Whirlpool. So unacountable are 
he Vagaries of the Brain, while Sleep main- 

tains its Dominion over the Limbs! 
W Bur is This the only Seaſon, when abſurd 
Wncoherent Irregularities play their Magic on 
bur Minds? Are there not thoſe who dream, 
even in their walking Moments ?—Some pride 
Themſelves in a Notion of ſuperior Excellency, 
becauſe the Royal Favour has annexed a few 
Hplendid Titles to their Names; or becauſe the 


G FT SO 


dying Silkworm has bequeathed her fineſt 
6 Threads, to cover their Nakedneſs.— Others 


congratulate their own ſignal Happineſs, be- 
cauſe Loads of golden Lumber are amaſſed 
together in their Coffers; or promiſe them- 
elves a moſt ſuperlative Felicity indeed. 


ic hen ſome Thouſands more are added to the 
V. uſeleſs Heap. Nor are there wanting Others, 
" vho gape after ſubſtantial Satis faction from airy 
0 ERApplaule; and flatter themſelves with, I know 


ot what, Immortality in the momentary Buz 
ef Renown.—Are any of Theſe a whit more 
realonable in their Opinions, than the poor 
=_ ragged 
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ragged Wretch in his Reveries; who, while 


ſnoaring under a Hedge, exults in the Poſſeſſ. WA, 


on of his ſtately Palace, and ſumptuous Furni- | 
ture.!-—If Perſons, who are very Vaſſals to their | 
own domineering Paſſions, and led captive by 


numberleſs Temptations : if theſe Perſons pique 


themſelves with a Conceit of their Liberty, } 
and fancy themſelves the generous and gallan! þ 
Spirits of the Age: where is the Difference | 
between Theirs, and the Madman's Frenzy; | 
who, though chained to the Floor, is throne | 
in Thought, and wielding an imaginary Scep- | 
tre?—In a Word; as, many as borrow their 
Dignity from a Plume of Feathers, or the gaudy | 
Trappings of Fortune; as many as ſend their | 
Souls to ſeek for Bliſs in the Blandiſhments of | 
Senſe, or in any Thing ſhort of the divine Fa. 
vour, and a well-graunded Hope of the incor: | 
ruptible Inheritance“; what. are they, but 
Dreamers with their Eyes open; delirious, 
though in Health? EE 
WourLD you ſee their Picture, drawn to the 
very Life; and the Succeſs. of their Schemes, MR 
calculated with the utmoſt Exactneſs; caſt your 
Eye upon that fine Repreſentation, exhibited 


by the Prophet: It ſhall he e en as a b ; 7 


hungry Man dreameth, and behold, je cateth; but 


he dale. and his Soul is empty: Or as whe Bl 


* Theſe give a ſacred, and home felt Delight, 
A. ſober Certa inty of waking Bliſs, M11 T. Cimus. 


1 i thirſly Man dreameth, and behold, he drinketh . 
Hut he awaketh, and behold, he is famt, and his 
Soul hath Appetite*. Such is the Race, and 
uch the Prize, of all thoſe Candidates for Hon- 
our u and Joy; who run whide from the Mark 
f the high Calling of Gov, in CHRIST IxEsus. 
They live in Vanity, and die in Woe.— 
Awaken us, merciful Lok, from theſe noon- 
ide Trances] awaken us, while Conviction 
may turn to our Advantage, and not ferve only 
o increaſe our Torment. O! let our“ Eyes 
be enlightened, to diſcern the Things that 
are excellent;” and no longer be impoſed 
upon by fantaſtic Appearances, which, however 
Hompous they may ſeem, will prove more empty 
than the Viſions of the Night, more tranſient 
than the Dream that is forgotten. by 
Hvide mentioned Sleep and Dreams, let 
me once again conſider thoſe remarkable Inci- 
dents of our Frame: ſo very remarkable, that 
may venture to call them, a kind of experi- 
wnental Myſtery, and little leſs than a ſtanding 
EM:racle.—Behold the moſt vigorous Conflitu- 
tion, when ſtretched on the Bed of Eaſe, arid 
totally reſigned to the Slumbers of the Night. 
ts Activity is oppreſſed with Fetters of Indo- 
lence; its Strength is conſigned over to a tem- 
porary Annihilation; the Nerves are like a 
ho unſtrung, and the whole animal Syſtem 
5 4s 
* Ifa. xxix. 8, 
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is like a motionleſs Log. Behold a Perſon of 
thelmoſt delicate Senſations; and amiable Diſ. 
poſat ions His Eyes thoughthrown'wide open, 
admit not the viſual Ray; at leaſt, - diſtinguiſh 0 
not objects. His Ears, with the Organs unim- = 
pared, and articulate Accents beating upon Mt 
the: Drum, perceibe not the Sound at leaſt, 
apprehend nov the Meaning. The. Senſes 8 
and their exquiſitely! fine Feelings, are over: 
whelmed with an unaccounitable Stupifaction. 
You call him a ſocial Creature; but where are 
his ſocial Affections? He knows not the Fa- 
ther, that begat him; and takes no Notice of | 
the Friend, that is as his own Soul. The Wik 
of his Boſom may expire by his Side, and He 
lie more unconcerned than a Barbarian. The 
Children of his Body, may be tortured with the RB 
ſevereſt Pangs; and He, even in the ſame 
Chamber, remain untouched with the leaſt 
Commiſeration.— Behold the moſt ingenious . 
Scholar: whoſe Judgment is piercing, and 
able to trace the moſt intricate Difficulties of 
Science; his Taſte refined, and quickto reliſh 
all the Beauties of Sentiment and Compoſition, a 
Yet, at this Juncture, the thinking Faculties ©. ö 
are unhinged, and the intellectual Oeconomy 
quite diſconcerted. Inſtead of cloſe connected 
Reaſonings, nothing but a disjointed Huddle BR - 
of abſurd Ideas: inſtead of well-dig eſted . 
Wer * 1 a — Jumble of 
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We crude Conceptions. The moſt palpable Delu- 
WT lions, impoſe upon his Imagination. The 
EZ whole Night paſſes, and he frequently miſ- 
takes it for a ſingle Minute: is not ſenſible of 
= the Tranſition, hardly ſenſible of 27 Dura- 
tion. 
= Yet, no ſooner does the Morning FRY and 
- Day-light enter the Room; but this ſtrange In- 
chantment vaniſhes. The Man awakes, and 
finds himſelf poſſeſſed of all the valuable En- 
XX dowments, which, for ſeveral Hours, were ſuſ- 
EX pended, or loſt. His Sinews are braced, and 
t for Action. His Senſes are alert and keen. 
he romantic Viſionary brightens into the 
XZ Maſter of Reaſon. The frozen or benumbed Af- 
= fcctions, melt with Tenderneſs, and glow with 
henevolence. And, what is beyond Meaſure 
SE ſurpriſing, the intoxicated Mind works itſelf 
ſober, not by flow Degrees; but, in the Twink- 
15 ER {ing of an Eye, recovers from its Perturbation. 
nd — Why does not the Stupor, which deadens 
all the nice Operations of the animal Powers, 
hold faſt its Poſſeſſion? When the Thoughts 
are once diſadjuſted, why are they not always 
in Confuſion? How is it, that they are rallied 
in a Moment; and, from the wildeſt Irre gu- 
larity, reduced to the moſt orderly Array ?— 
From an Inactivity, reſembling Death; how 
is the Body ſo ſuddenly reſtored, to Vigour and 
of 5 Agility? From Extravagancies, bordering upon 


Vol. II. F | Mad- 
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Madneſs; how is the Underſtanding lan. 
taneouſly re-eſtabliſhed, in Sedateneſs and Har. 
mony ?—Surely, ** this is the Lory's Doing, 
and it ſhould be marvellous in our Eyes 
ſhould awaken our Gratitude, and n our 
. 

Tus is the endes in which Ghoſts are "u 
poſed to make their Appearance, Now, the 
limorous Imagination teems with Phantoms 
and creates numberleſs Terrors to itſelf. Now 1 
dreary Forms, in ſullen State, ſtalk along the 
Gloom; or, ſwiſter than Lightning, glideacro; | 
the Shades. Now, Voices more than mortal * 
are heard from the echoing Vaults, and Groans Rx 
iſſue from the hollow Tombs. Now, melan- i 
choly Spectres viſit the Ruins of antient Mo- 
naſteries, and frequent the ſolitary Dwellings of 
the Dead. They pals and repals, in unſubſtan- 
tial Images, along the forſaken Galleries; or 
take their determined Stand, over ſome lament- 
ed Grave.—How often has the School-boy BR 
fetched a long Circuit, and trudged many a L 
needleſs Step, in order to avoid the haunted ME 


Church-yard? Or, if Neceſſity, fad Neceſſity, 
has obliged him to croſs the Spot; where ku- Ml 
man Skulls are lodged below, and the baleſul 
Yer ews thed ſupernumerary Horrors above; a 
thou- 


* Vox quoque per lucos vulgo exaudita filentes 
Ingens, et ſicumlacra modis pallentia miris 


Viſa ſub obſcurum noftis, — Virus, 


SLY 
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WS: houſand hideous Stories ruſh into his Me- 
nmory. Fear adds Wings to his Feet; he ſcarce 
touches the Ground; ' dares not once look be- 
Shind him; and bleſſes his good Fortune, if no 
ZE frightfal Sound purred at his Heels, if no 
WY chaſtly Shape bolted upon his Sight. 


Tis ſtrange, to obſerve the exceſſive Timi- 


"WM dity, which poſſeſſes many Peoples Minds, on 
this fanciful Occaſion; while they are void of 
all Concern, on others of the moſt tremendous 
Inport. Thoſe, who are ſtartled, in any dark 
and lonely Walk, at the very Apprehenfion of a 
= ſingle Spectre; are nevertheleſs un impreſſed at 
che ſure Proſped, of entering into a whole World 
of diſembodied Beings. Nay, are without any 
Emotions of Awe, though they know them- 
ſelves to be haſtening into the Preſence of the 
Great, Infinite, and Eternal Spirit. Should 
ſome pale Meſſenger from the Regions of the 
Dead. draw back our Curtains at the Hour of 
Midnight; and appointing ſome particular 
Place, ſay, as the horrid Apparition to Brutus, 
== I meet thee there*: I believe the boldeſt 
Heart would feel ſomething like a Panic; 
2 would ſeriouſly think upon the Adventure, and 


The Story of Brutus, and his evil . is well 
known. Nor muſt it be denied, chat the preciſe Words 
of the Spectre to the Hero were, Tl meetthee at Philippi. 


1 But, as this would not anſwer my Purpoſe, I was obliged 


to make{an Alteration, in the Circumſtance of Place... 
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be in Pain for the Event. But, when a Voice 
from Heaven cries, in the awakening Language 
of the Prophet, Prepare to meet thy GOD, 0 
Irael*; how little is the Warning regarded! 
How ſoon is it forgot! Prepoſterous Stupidity! 

To be utterly unconterncd, where it is the tru- 
eſt Wiſdom to take the Alarm; and to be al; 

Trepidation, where there is nothing really ter- 
rible!— Do Thou, my, Soul, remember thy 
Saviour's Admonition; I will forewarn you, 
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awful Being; whoſe Revelation of Himſelf, 35 n 


exceedingly. Whoſe Manifeftation, when b 
He appears with Purpoſes of inexorable f. 


whom you ſhall fear. Fear not theſe imagi- 
nary Horrors of the Night. But fear that 


"RE FSH * 40 5 
NEW) 8 2 


though with Expreſſions of peculiar Mercy, e 
made Moſes, his favourite Servant, tremble 


Vengeance, will make mighty Conquerors; . 
who were familiar with Dangers, andeſtrang- P 


ed to Diſmay; call upon the Mountains 1 
to fall on them, and the Rocks to cover them. u 
The Menace of whoſe majeſtic Eye, when s 
He comes attended with thouſand Thouſands , 
of his immortal Hoſts, will make the very u 
Heavens cleave aſunder, and the Earth flee JW s 
away.,—O! dread hrs Diſpleaſure; ſecure t 
us Favour; and then Thou may'ſt commit , 
all thy other Anxieties tothe Wind, Thou WW , 
 may'{t laugh at every other Fear“. = # 
64 . ii We: 

| 


* Amos iv. 12. 


Fg. 


Proof of the rzal Exiſtence of Apparitions f, on 
Wy ſome very extraordinary Emergencies; while it 
WE diſcountenances, thoſe Legions of idle Tales, 
WE which Superſtition has raiſed, , and Credulity 


Tuis brings to my Mind a memora 
amazing Occurrence, recorded in the. 
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3 + Is a Proof of the real Exiſtence of Abparitions, —lf the 
EX Senſe, in which I have always underſtood this Paſſage, be 
true —Eliphaz, I apprehend, was neither in a Trance, 
nor in a Dream, but perfectly awake. Though heſpeaks' 
„ol Sleep; He ſpeaks of it, as falling not upon himſelf, 
but upon other Men, He does not mention Dreams, 
= though Somnia, would have ſuited the Verſe, (if the Book 
1 BREE bc in Metre) altogether as well as Vifcones. —It could not, 
le ſurely be a Wind as ſome tranſlate the Word ſrych.] 
Fbecauſe, the Circumſtance of /fanding /till, is not ſo com- 
7 patible with the Nature of a Wind; and a Wind would 
have paſſed above Him, all around Him, as well as before 
Him. Not to add how low a Remark it is, and how 
EZ unworthy of a Place in ſo auguſt a Deſcription, that He 
could not diſcern the Form of a Wind. At feems, there- 
fore, to have been a real Spirit; either Angelical as were 
WE thoſe, which preſented themſelves to Abraham reſting at 
the Door of his Tent, and to Lot ſitting in the Gate of 
Sodom; or elſe the Spirit of ſome departed Saint, as in 
dhe Caſe of Samuels Apparition, or the famous Appear- 
ance of Moſes and Elijah on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion. — A Spiritaſſuming ſome Feicle, in order to become 
BE Vile to the human Eye. Which, accordingly, Eliphaz 
WE ſaw, exhibiting itſelf as an Object of Sight. But ſaw fo 
By obſcurely and indiſtinctly, that He was not able, either 
to deſcribe its Aſþef, or to diſcern whom. it. reſembled. 
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lay ſhrouded 1 in Darkneſs. Every Creature was 


reigned through the Univerſe. In theſe ſolemn 
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received. Since it teaches us, that if, at any 
Time, "thaſs'r Viſitants. from the | unknown 
World, render themſelves perceivable by Mor- 
tals, it is not upon any Errand of frivolous 
Conſequence, but, to convey Intelligences of 
the utmoſt, Moment, or to work impreft tons of 
the hi gheſt Advantage. 

Ta sin the Dead o/ Night, All Natur 


— > 
—— 
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buried in Sleep. The moſt profound Silence 
Moments, Eliphaz alone, all wakeful and foli- MA :; 
tary, was muſing upon ſublime and heavenly t 
Subjects. When, lo! an awful Being, from 
the Aw ilble Realms, burſt into his Apartment“. 
A Spirit paſſed before his Face. Aſtoniſhmen ÞKx + 
ſeized the Beholder. His Bones ſhivered wich- 


3 
* 
. 7 
1 
LES | 
%< — 2 
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. 
1 
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*I have given this ſalemn Picture a modern Dreſs, 
rather for the Sake of Variety and Illuſtration, . than 5 
from any Apprehenſion of improving the admirable 
Original. Such an Attempt, I am ſenſible, would be : 
{ 


more abſurdly vain, than to lacquer Gold, or paint the * 
Diamond. The Deſcription in Fliphaz's own Language, W 
is aweful and affecting to the laſt Degree. A Night- Piece, 


— — 


dreſſed in all the Circumſtances of the deepeſt Horror. 

I queſtion, whether Shakeſpeare himſelf, though ſo pe- 
culiarly happy for his great Command of terrifying BW 1 
Images, has any Thing ſuperior or comparable to this. 
The Judges of fine Compoſition ſee the maſterly Strokes; e 
and, I believe, the moſt ordinary Reader feels them, {MY 1 
chilling his Blood, and awakening Emotions of Dread 
in his Mind. 


ng 


11S, 


ea 
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in Him; his Fleſh trembled all over Him; 
and the Hair of his Head ſtood erect with 
Horror. Sudden and unexpected, was the 


Appearance of the Phantom; not ſuch its 


; 8 Departure. I flood ſtill; to preſent itſelf more 
ſully to his View. It made a ſolemn Pauſe, to 


prepare his Mind for ſome momentous Mel⸗ 


lage. After which, a Voice was heard. A 
1 Voice, for the Importance of its Meaning, 


worthy to be had in everlaſting Remembrance; 


bor the Solemnity of its Delivery, enough to 


alarma Heart of Stone. It ſpoke; and this was 


dhe Purport ofits Words; —* Shall Man, frail 
== © Man, be juſt before the mighty GOD? Shall 
cen the moſt accompliſhed of Mortals be pure 


* in the Sight of his Maker * ? Behold, and con- 
ider it attentively. He put no ſuch Truſt in 


bus moſt exalted Servants, as ſhould beſpeak 
= © them incapable of Defect. And has very An- 


Bs 


gels 


There ſeems to be a Genificant and beautiful Grada- 
tion in the Hebrew, which I have endeavoured. to pre- 


ſerve, by a Sort of paraphraſiic Verſion. — The Reader 


will obſerve a new Turn given to the Sentiment; pre- 


ſerable, I think, to that which our Engli/h Tranſlation 
exhibits. Not, /hall Man be more juſt than COD? But, 


| | ſhall Man be Tuff before, or in the Sight of GOD? The 


Paſſage, thus rendered, ſpeaks a Truth incomparably 
rore "weighty, and needful to be inculcated. A Truth, 


E exactly parallel to that humbling Confeſſion, of the Pro- 


phet, We are all as an unclean Thing ; and to that ſolemn 


Declaration of the Pſalmiſt, In thy Sight ſhall no Mp 
living be Jſlified, 
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gels he; charged with Folly; as ſinking, even 
in the higheſt Perfection of their Holinels, 
« infinitely beneath his tranſcendent Glorics; 
as falling, even in all the Fidelity of their 
Obedience inexpreſſibly ſhort of the Ho- 
mage due to his ene Majeſty. If ange- 
lie Natures, muſt not preſume to juſtiſy, either 
+ Themlelves,/or their Servites, before uncre- 
+ ated Purity; | how! muck. more abſurd is ſuch 
+ a Notion, how much more impious ſuch an 
* Attempt, in Them that dwell in Houſes f 
Clay; whole Original is from the Duſt, and 
*, whoſe State is all Imperfection“? 
Iwo p obſerve from hence, the very ſingu— 
lar Neceſſity of that Poverty of Shirit, which in- 
tirely renounces its own Attainments ; and molt 
thankfully ſubmits to the Righteouſneſs of the 
incarnate GOD. To inculcate this Leſſon. the 
Son of the Bleſſed came down from Heaven: 
and preſſed no other Principle, with fo repeated 
an Importunity, on his Hearers. To inſtil 
the lame Doctrine, the Hor v GHosT touched 
the 


It was well worthy ofour 6 Hos an excel- 
lent Commentator, That no one Sentence uttered by 
our Lox, is fo frequently repeated as this; Wheſo- 

ever. ſhall exalt himſelf, ſhall be abaſed ; and he that hal: 

** humble himſelf, ſhall be exalled. Which often occurs 
in the Evangeliſts; but is never duly accompliſhed in 
Us, till Wediſclaim all Pretenſion to Merit and Righ- 
teouſneſs of our own, and ſeck them only in the A- 
tonement and Obedience of J:zsus CURIST. 
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me Lips of the Apoſtles with ſacred Eloquence; 
and made it an eminent Part of their Com- 
miſſion, to demoliſh every high Imagination. , 
That no Expedient might be wanting, to give 
id a deep and laſting Efficacy on the human 
Mind; a Phantom ariſes from the Valley of the 
shadow of Death, or a Teacher deſcends from 
che Habitation of Spirits, Whatever then 
ve neglect; let us not neglect to cultivate this 
Grace, which has been ſo variouſly taught, ſo 
. e er, enforced. 


Hark! a doleful Voice — With ſudden Starts, 


and hideous Screams, it diſturbs the Silence of 
the peaceful Night. Tis the Screech-owl, 
ſometimes in frantic, ſometimes in diſconſolate 
W Accents, uttering her Woes *. She flies the 
vocal Grove, and ſhuns the Society of all the 
W feathered Choir. The blooming Gardens, and 
W flowery Meads, have no charms for her. Obſcene 
Shades, ragged Ruins, and Walls overgrown 
vith Ivy, are her favourite Haunts, Above, the 
mouldering Precipice nods, and threatens a 
Fall: below, the Toad crawls, or the poiſonous 
Z Adder hiſſes. The ee Morning, which 


awakens 


* Solaque . ferali carmine bubo 
 Sepe queri, longaſque in fletum ducere voces. 


Thus ſang that charming Genius, that Prince of the 


Oo 


N antient Poets, that moſt conſummate Maſter of Elegance 
and Accuracy; all whoſe Sentiments are Nature, whoſe 


every Deſcription is a Picture, whoſe whole Language i is 
Muſic. —VIRGtL. 
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awakens other Animals into Joy, adminiſters 
no Pleaſure to this gloomy Recluſe. Even the 
ſmiling Face of Day, is her Averſion; and all 
its lovely Scenes, create nothing but Uneaj. 
So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the Ungodly, 
were it poſſible to ſuppoſe their Admiſſion, into 
the chaſte and bright Abodes of endleſs Felicity, 
They would find nothing but Diſappointment 
and Shame, even at the Fountain-Head o 
Happineſs and Honour. For how could the 
Tongue, habituated to Profaneneſs, taſte any 
Delight in the harmonious Adorations ol 
Heaven? How could the Lips, cankered with 
Slander, reliſh the Raptures of everlaſting 

Praiſe? Where would be the Satis faction of 
the vain Beauty, or the ſupercilious Grandee! 
Since, in the Temple of the Skies, no Incenſe 
of Flattery would be addreſſed to the former, 
nor-any obſequious Homage paidto the latter, 
The ſpotleſs and inconceivable Purity of 
the Bleſſed Gop, would flaſh Confuſion on the 
laſcivious Eye. The envious Mind, mult be 
on a Rack of ſelf-tormenting Paſſions; to ob- 
ſerve Millions of happy Beings, ſhining in all 
the Perfections of Glory, and ſolacing them: 
ſelves in the Fulneſs of Joy. — In ſhort; the 
unſanctified Soul, amidſt holy and triumphant 
Spirits; even in the refined Regions of Blils 
and Immortality; would be like this melan- 

choiy 
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A choly Bird, diſlodged from her darkſome Re- 
W irement, and imbriſoned under the Beams of 


ic K 
= Tas Voice of | this Creature ſcreaming at 


our Windows, or of the Raven croaking over 
our Houſes, is, they ſay, a T oken of approaching 
Death. There are Perſons, who, would regard 
ſuch an Incident, with no! ſmall Degree of 
9 Solicitude.; Trivial as it is; it would damp 


n de. N 

ot cheir Spirits, perhaps, break their Reſt. One 
he cannot but wonder, that People ſhould ſuffer 
ny chemſelves to be affrighted at ſuch fantaſtical, 

/ 5 . . 

and yet be quite unaffected with real, Preſages 
ith of their Diſlolution. Real Preſages of this 
ng 595 (290 awful 
q * 1 would beg of the Reader to obſerve, with what 
ee! Emphaſes and Propriety our Lo xD touches this important 
nle Point, in his memorable Reply to Nicodemus. Perily, 
fer, verihy, I ſay unto thee, Except a Man be born again, He 
to WT caAxnoT enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; q. d. I 
WE wave the Authority of the Supreme Judge, and ſpeak 

of with the Condeſcenſion of a Teacher in Iſrael. Though 
the might, without being liable to the leaſt Controul, 
be A „ paſs it into a ſovereign Decree; That unrenewed 
ob VMortals, who are Slaves to corrupt Appetite, SHALL 

F nor enter the Habitations of the Juſt; I rather 
an © chooſe to repreſent it, as a Caſe wterly impoſſible ; and 
em- © charge the Calamity, not upon Divine Severity, but 
the upon human Folly, Such Perſons, from the very 
\ant Nature of Things, preclude themſelves ; they inca- 
zlib pbhacitate their own Minds; and Contrarieties muſt 
be reconciled, before They, in their unregenerate 
an- 


Condition, can be Partakers of thoſe ſpiritual and 
© lublime Delights,” John iii. 3. : 
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awful Eyent, addreſs us from every Quarter. 
What are ithele incumbent Glooms, which over. 
whelm the World, bu a kind of Pall provided 
for Nature; and an Image ol that long Night 
which/will. Auchly; cover the Inhabitants of 
the,whole Eanh?, What an Affinity has the 
Sleep*, which will very ſopn,yeigh down my 
drowly, Ey e-lids,, with that State, of intire Cel. 
ſation, in which all, my Senſes muſt; be. laid 
alide! Ihe ſilent Chamber, and the Bed of 
Slumber, are a very ſignificant. Repreſentation 
of the Land; where all Things are huſhed; all 
Things are forgotten. — What meant that deey 
 Death-Bell Note, which, the other Evening, 
ſaddened the Air? Laden with heavieſt Aoctnt 
it ſtruck our Ears, and ſee med to knock at the 
Door of our Hearts. Surely, it brought a 
Meſſage to ſurviving Mortals, and thus the 
Tidings ran: Mortals, the Deſtroyer of your 
Race is on his Way. The laſt Boemy has 
begun the Purſuit; and is gaining Ground 
0 upon you, every Moment: His Paths are 
* ſtrewed with Heaps of Slain, Even now, 
* his Javelin has laid one of your Neighbours 
in the Duſt; and will ſoon, very Wag. aim 
5 the Werts Blow at each of your Lives. 
WI need not go downto the Charnel-Houſe 
nor carry our Search into the Repoſitories of 
the Dead; in order to find nas of our 
. 


1 * 


>. Conſanguineus Lethi Sober. EL. e, 
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impending Doom. X Multieude of "theſe Re- 
membrancers are planted in all our Paths, and 
point the heedlefs Paſſenger to their long 
Home. I can hardly enter a confiderable Town, 
but I meet tis funeral Proceſſiom or tlie Mourn- 
ers going about the Streets. The Hatthment 
I {uſperided on the Walk er the Cyape tre amittg 
in che Air, are ſflent Intimatiotis; that buth 
Rich and Poor have been empty ing their 
Houſes; and repleniſtiing their Sepulchres. I 
an ſcarce join in any Converſation, but men- 
W tion is made of ſome that are given over by 
W ihe Phyſician, and hovering on the Confines 
of Eternity; of others, that have juſt dropt 
W their Clay amidſt weeping Friends, and are 
gone to appear before the Judge of all the 
Farth. There's not a News- Paper comes to my 
Hand, but amidſt all its entertaining Narrations, 
reads ſeveral ſerious Lefures of Mortality. 
What elſe are the repeated Accounts—of 
Age, worn out by flow-conſuming Sickneſſes 
Sof Youth, daſhed to Pieces by ſome ſudden 
Suoke of Caſualty—of Patriots, exchanging 
E their Seats in the Senate, for a Lodging in the 
Tomb of Miſers, reſigning their Breath, 
and (O relentleſs Deſtiny !) leaving their very 
Riches for others? Even the Vehicles of our 
Amuſement, are Regiſters of the Deceaſed; and 
che Voies of Fame ſeldom ſounds, but in Con- 
cert with a Knell. . eie e 
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Tus Monitors croud every Place; not ſo 
much as the Scenes of our Diverſion excepted, 
What are the Decorations of our public Build. 
ings, and the moſt elegant Furniture of our 
Parlours; but the Imagery of Death, and Tro- 
phies of the Tomb? That marble Buſt; and 
thofe gilded Pictures; how: folemnly they re- 
cognize the Fate of others, and {peakingly 
remind us of our own !-1 fee, I hear, and O 
Ifeel this great Truth. It is interwoven with 
my Conſtitution. The frequent Decays of the 
Structure ſoretel its final Ruin. What are all 
the Pains, that have been darted through my 
Limbs; what every Diſeaſe, that has aſſaulted 
my Health; but the advanced Guards of the 
Foe? What are the Languors and Wearineſs, 


that attend the Labours of each revolving Day; 


but the more ſecret Pradlices of the Adverſary, 
ſlowly undermining the earthly Tabernacle! 
AmipsT ſo many Notices, ſhall we go on 
thoughtleſs and unconcerned ? Can none of 
theſe Prognoſtics, which are ſure as Oracles, 
awaken our Attention, and engage our Cir— 
cumſpection? Noah, tis written, berg warned 
of GOD, prepared an Ark. Imitate, my Soul, 
imitate this excellent Example. Admoniſhed 
by ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes, be continually 
putting thyſelf in a Readineſs for the laſl 
Change. Let not that Day, of which thou haſt 
ſo many infallible Signs, come upon thee un- 


IEEE awares 


3» 
The 
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W wares. —Get the Toy untwined, and thy Affec- 


0 
l. 4 tions diſentangled fromthis inchanting World; 
1. chat thou may ſt be able to quit it, without Re- 


luctance. Get the dreadful Hand uriting 
ancelled, and all thy Sins blotted out; that 
I thou may ſt depart in Peace, and have nothing 
to fear at the deciſve Tribunal“ Get, ON. 
get thyſelf intereſted in the Redeemer's Merits, 


51 Grad transformed into his ſacred Image; then, 
th halt Thou be meet for the Inheritance of Saints 
he in Light, and may'ſt even deſire to 10 nem | 
all Wand to be with Curtis. | | 

1 Songs in wy Evening N alk 1 have 
ed near 1 


ee r wakeful Bled: {ai g5) 
Sing darkling, and, in Hadi Cover Kids 
Tune her noturnal Mute“. 2 

lor different the Airs of this A Song- 
ſter, from thoſe harſh and boding Outcries ! 
The little Creature ran through all the Varia- 
tions of Muſic; and ſhewed herſelf Miſtreſs of 
1 ſevery Grace, which conſtitutes or embelliſhes 


7 
) . 
5 
* 


ir- Harmony. — Sometimes, ſhe ſwells a manly 
ned Throat, and her Song kindles into Ardor. The 
ul, Tone is ſo bold, and ſtrikes with ſuch Energy, 
ned ou would imagine the ſprightly Serenader in 
ly the very next "Thifekee, Anon, the Strain 
laſt ¶ languiſhes, and the mournful Warbler melts. 


into Tenderneſs. The melancholy No otes oy wry 
| in nad 71 G lain _ Real 
© Ea Wer. Far. Loft, B. III. l. 38. 
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ſteal upon the Shades, and faintly touch your 
Ear; or, in ſoſt and ſadly-pleafing Accents, 
they ſeemto die along the diſtant Vale. Silence 


15 pleaſed, and Night liſtens to the trilling Tale. 
Wu an Invitation is this, to flip away 


fron the thronged City 1 This coy and modeſt 
Minſtrel, entertains only the Lovers of Retire. 
ment. Thoſe, who are carouſing over their 
Botyls, or ranting at the riotous Club, loſe 
this Feaſt of Harmony. — In like manner, the 
Pleaſures of Religion, and the Joy of Recon- 
ciliation with Gop; the Salisfadlons ariſing, 
from an eſtabliſhed Intereſt in C Axis r, and 
_ from the Proſpect of a bliſsful Immortality; 

| theſe are all loſt to the Mind, that is ever in he 
_ Croud; anddares not, or delights not, to retire 
into itſelf —Are we charmed with the Night- 
ingales Song? Do we with to have it nearer, 


and hear it oftener? Let us ſeek a renewed 


Heart, and a reſigned Will; a Conſcience that 
whiſpers Peace, and Paſſions that are tuned by 


Grace. "Thenfhall we never want a Melody 


in our own Breaſts, far more muſically pleafing, 
than ſweet Philomela's fweeteſt Strains. 

As different as the Voices of theſe Birds, are 
the Circumſtances of thofe few Perſons, who 
continue awake. Some are ſquandering, Pearls 
ſhall I fay; of Kingdoms? No; but What is 
unfpeaka ly more precious, Time. Squander- 
ing this ineſtimable Talent, with 2 7 


ſenſeleſs and wanton Prodigality. Not content 3B 


- with allowing a few ſpare Minutes, for the: 
8 Purpole of neceſſary Recreation; they laviſh. 
e. many Hours, devote whole Nights; to that 
iy idle Diverſion of ſhuffling, ranging, and de- 


1 aching a Set of painted Paſteboards. Others, 
ry -nſtead: of this buſy Trifling, act the Part of; 
their own, Tormentors., They even) piquet. 
e nemſelves *, and call it Amuſement; they are 
ne om by wild Horles, yet term it a Sport. What 
n. (lee is the Game/ter's Practice? His Mind is 
g. brerched on the Tenter-Hooks of anxious 
M oapenſe, and agitated by the fierceſt Extre mes 
y; of Hope and Fear? While the Dice are ratiling. 
% Diis Heart. is throbbing; his Fortune is tot- 
tering; and, poſſibly, at the very next Throw, 
u. Je one ſinks in the Gulf of Ruin, che other 
is hurried into the Rage of Diſtraction. 
ed So uk, ſnatched from the Bloom of Healch, 
and the Lap of Plenty, are confined to the 


t 
5 Chamber, of . Where they are couſtrain- 
ly ed, either to plunge into the everlaſting World. 
g. in an unprepared Condition, or elſe (ad fene, ; 


native!) to think over all the Follies ofa heed- 
leſs Life, and all the Bitterneſs of approaching 
Death. The Diſeaſe rages; it baffles the Force 
of Medicine; and urges the reluctant Wretch, 
o the Brink of the Precipice. While Furies 
F rouſe 


1 Alluding to a very painful Puniſhiient. inflified! 
on Delinquenis among the u 
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rouſe the Conſcience, and point at the bottom. 
leſs Pit below. Perhaps his drooping Mother, 
deprived long ago of the Huſband, of her 
Boſom, and bereſt of all her other Offspring; 

is, even now receiving the Blow. which con- 
ſammates her Calamities . In vain, ſhe trics 
to aſſwage the Sorrows of a beloved Son; in 
vain; the attempts, wich her tender Offices, 6 
prolong a Life. dearer than her own. He fains 
in her Arms; he bows his Head; he ſinks in 
PR EY Allan fatal. Shak laſt expiring 


Pang! 


i? This brings to my Mind one of the deepeſt Mourn- 
e extant in the Productions of the Pen. The 
facred Hiſtorian paints it, in all the Simplicity of Stile. 
yet with all the Strength of Colouring. —When 7ESUS 
came nigh to the Gate of the City, behold ! there was a deal 
Man carried out, the only Son of his Mother, and ſhe was a 
Widow. What a Gradation is here! How pathetically 
beautiful! Every freſh Circumſtance, widens the Wound; 
aggravates the Calamity ; till the Deſcription; is workel 
up into the moſt finiſhed Picture of exquiſite and in- 
confolable Diſtreſs. —He was a young Man: cut off in 
the. Flower of Life, amidſt a thouſand gay Expectations, 
and ſmiling Hopes, A Son; an onh Son; the afflicted 
Mother's All. So that none remained to preſerve the 
Name, or perpetuate the Family. What rendered thc 
Caſe ſtill more deplorable, She was a Widow lett in- 
reh deſolate; abandoned to her Woes; without 
any to ſhare in her Sorrows, or to comfort her un- 
der the irreparable Loſs.—Is not this a fine Sketch of 
the Inpaſſioned and Piftureſque? Who can confider the 
Narrative, with any Attention; and not feel his Heart 

penetrated, with a tender Commiſeration ? Luke vii. 12. 
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Pang! While it diſlodges the unwilling Soul, 
it rends an only Child, from the yearning 
Embraces of a' Parent; and tears away the 
Support of her Age, e n :onfolate 
Widow. 1 MDI ALA! © 
WaiLEt Thoſe Lad Son a ; Reprisbe r Oste 
invite the Stroke. Quite weary of the World, 
with a reſtleſs Impatience, they ſigh for Diffe- 
lution. Some, pining away ſ under the tedious 
| Decays of an incurable Conſumption;'or gaſp- 
ing for Breath, and almoſt ſuffocated, by au 
Inundation of dropſical Waters. On ſome, a 
relentleſs Cancer has faſtened its envenomed 


„ eech; and is gnawing them, though in the 


ie Will midt of bodily Vigour, in the midſt of pitying 
io WY + rien ds, gradually to Death. Others are on 
= a Rack of Agonies, by convulſive Fits of the 
Stone. O! how the Pain writhes their Limbs; 


Eye-balls wildly roll! Methinks, the Night 
condoles with theſe her diſtreſſed Children; 
and ſheds dewy Tears, over their ſorrowful 
Abodes.—But of all Mortals, They are the moſt 
exquiſitely miſerable, who groan beneath the 
Preſſure of a melancholy Mind; or ſmart under 
the Laſhes of a reſentful Conſcience. Though 
robed in Ermine; or covered with Jewels; 5-4 
State of a Slave chained to the Gallies, or of 
an Exile condemned to the Mines, is a perfect 
baradiſe compared Wand then.. nn pf 


wy, 


| how the Sweat bedews their Fleſh; and their 


» OO K * „ . 
5 r = 
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Ol chat the Votarzes of Mirth ; whole Life is 
a continual Round of Merriment and Whim; 
Vw ould beſtow one ſerious Reflection, on this 
- Variety of human Moes! It might teach them 
to be leſs enamoured with the few languid 
Sweets; that are thinly ſcattered through thi, 
Vale of Tears, and  environed with ſuch 
Multitude of ragged Thorns; It might teach 
them, no longer to dance away their Years, 
with a giddy rambling Impulſe; but to aſpire 
with a determined Aim, after thoſe happy Re- 
gions, where Delights, abundant aud un 
embittered, flow. 
CN there be Circumſtances, which a Man 
of Wiſdom would more earneſtly deprecate 
than theſe ſeveral Inſtances of grievous Tribula. 
tion? There are; and, what is very aſtoniſh- 
ing, they are frequently the Deſire and the 
Choice of Thoſe, who fancy themſelves the 
ſole Heirs of Happineſs. Thoſe I mean, who 
are launching out into the Depths of Extrava- 
gance, and running exceſſive Lengths of Rot: 
who are proſtituting their Reputation, and 
ſacrificing their Peace, to the Gratification ot 
their Luſts; ſapping the Foundation of thcir 
Health, in Debaucheries; or ſhipwrecking the 
Intereſts of theirFamilies, in their Bowls. Arid, 
what is worſe, are forfeiting the Joys of an 
eternal Heaven, for the ſordid Satisfactions of 
the Beaſt; for the tranſitory Senſations of an 
5 | Hour. 
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Hour. — Ve Slaves of Appetite, how far am I 
from envying your gtols Senfunlities, and 
voluptuous Revels! Little, ah! little are you 
ſenſible; that, while Indulgence ſhowers her 
Roſes, and Luxury diffuſes her Odours; they 
ſcatter Poi ſons alſo, and ſhed unheeded Bane. 
Evils, tncomparably more malignant, than the 
Wormwood and Gall of the ſharpeſt Affliction. 
„Since Death is in the Drunkard's Cup; and 
' Wi worſe than Poinards in the Harlot's Embrace; 
may it ever be the Privilege of the Man whom 
love, to go without his Share of theſe en 6 
Sweets F.! 
n ABUN DANCE of living Sparks guter in the 
„ Lanes, and twinkle under the Hedges. I ſup- 
pole, they are the Glow-worms; which have 
:- {Wlighted their little Lamps, and obtained Leave, 
1c through the Abſence of the Sun, to play a fee- 
ble Beam. A faint Glimmer, juſt ſerves to ren- 
der them perceivable; without tending at all 
to diſſipate the Shades, or making any Amends 
for the departed Day. Should fome weather- 
r e dropping with Wet, and 


. ſhiver- 
r e 1 Yes; in the Flow'rs, that wreathe the Hering Bowl, 

he Fell Auders hiſs, and bois nous Serpents roll. 's 
id, . Liam ſuabe eſt ſuavilalibus iſtis carere ! Was St. TOR 3 
an ines pious Exclamation. The Subſtance of which 
of r. Pipe has expreſled, with more Simplicity, and with, 


no lefs Dignity. 
Count all th Advantage proſy rous Vice attains, 


ur, Tis but hat Virtue flies from, and diſdains, 


70 CONTEMPLATIONS 

ſhivering with Cold, hover round this Ali 
micry of Fire; in order to dry his Garments, 
and warm his benumbed Limbs. Should ſome 
' bewildered; Traveller, groping for his Way, 
in a ſtarleſs Night and trackleſs Deſart; take one 
of theſe languid Tapers, as a Light to his Feet, 
and a Lantern to his Paths. How: certainly 
would both the one and the other, be fruſtrated 
oftheir ExpeQation !—And are They more like- 
ly to ſucceed, who, neglecting that ſovereign 
Balm, which diſtilled from the Croſs ; apply 
any. carnal Diverſion, to heal the Anxiety of 
the Mind? Who, deaf to the infallible De- 
ciſions of Revelation; reſign themſelves overto 
the erroneous Conjeflures of Reaſon, in order to 
find the Way that leadeth unto Life? Or laſlly 
who have Recourſe to the Froth of this vain 
World, for a ſatisſactory Portion, and a ſub- 
ſtantial Happineſs? Their Conduct is in no 
Degree wiſer; their Diſappointment equally 


| ſure; and their Miſcarriage infinitely more 


diſaſtrous. To ſpeak in the delicate Language 
of a ſacred Writer, they ſow the Wind, and 
„will reap the Whirlwind *. 

To ſpeak more plainly; the Pleaſures of the 
World, which we are All ſo prone to dote 
upon; and the Powers of fallen Reaſon, which 
Some are apt to idolize f; are not only vai, 


but 

+* Hof, vide? . 
+I hope, it will be obſerved, That L am far from 
decry- 
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but treacherous. Not only a painted Flame, 
like theſe. ſparkling Animals; but much like 
thoſe unctuous Exhalations, which ariſe from 
| the marſhy Ground, and often dance before 
the Eyes of the benighted Way-laring:Man. 
| Kindled into a fort of Fire, they perſonate a 
Guide, and ſeem to offer their Service: but, 
blazing with deluſeve Light, miſlead their Fol- 
lower into hidden Pits, headlong Precipices, 
Nas 7 and 


decrying that noble Faculty of Reaſon, when exerted in 
ber proper Sphere; when acting in a deferential Subordina- 
tion to the revealed Willof Heaven. While She exerciſes 
her Powers, within theſe appointed Limits, She is un- 
ſpeakably ſerviceable; and cannot be too induſtriouſly 
| cultivated. - But, when ſhe ſets up herſelf in proud Con- 
badiſtinctlion to the ſacred Oracles; when, all-arrogant 
and ſelf-ſufficient, She ſays to the Word of Scripture, 1 
babe no Need of Thee; She is, then, I muſt be bold to 
maintain, not only a Glow-worm, but an Ignis Faluus ; 
not only a Bubble, but a Snare, 4 1 
May not this Remark, with the ſtricteſt Propriety; 
and without the leaſt Limitation; be applied to the Ge- 
nexality of our modern Romances, Novels, and theatrical 
Entertainments? Theſe are commonly calculated, to in- 
lame a wanton Fancy. Or, if conducted with ſo much 
Modeſty, as not to debauch the Affections; they pre- 
vent the Judgment, and bewilder the Taſte. By their in- 
| credible Adventures ; their extravagant Parade of Gal- 
| lautry ; and their Characters, widely. different from 
Truth and Nature; they inſpire fooliſh Conceits: be- 
get idle Expectations: introduce a Diſguſt of genuine 
Hiſtory; and indiſpoſe their Admirers, to acquieſce 
in the decent Civilities, or to reliſh the ſober Satisfac- 
tous, of common Life, Ny Own * 
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, andiunfathomable: Gulſs: Whete, far fron 
his beloved» Friends, far from all Hopes of 
Succout; theunhappy Wanderer is wal lowel 
aup;and»jodt. guat 5 letter: beo 
Nardongage o bſetveda very Gweprift 
Appeizeance wrthe Weſtern:Sky, eAvipþrodigiou 
Staro tod kits flatning:: Route eee hole 
-Goalts; amd tra iled, as id paſſed, atrumendous 
Length of Fire, almoſt over halftthe Heavens 
Some; Lümagine, viewed the portentous Stray- 
ger, with much the ſame anxious Amazement, 


as Belſlazzar beheld the Hand writing: upon 


the Wall. Some looked upom it as a bloody* 


Salty: World. Some read, in its glaring Viſage 
the Fate of Nations, and the Fallof Kingdomsf. 
Jo others, it ſhook, or ſeemed to ſhake, Peſ 


lence and War ſrom its horrid Hair. For my 
Pan; I am not fo ſuperſtitious as to regard, 
What every Aſtrologer has to prognoſticate; 


upon the Acceſſion of a Comet, or the Projec: 


tion of its huge vaporry Tram. Nothing can be 
more precarious, and unjuſtifiable, than to 


dra ſuch Concluſions from ſuch Events: 


Since they neither are preternatural Effects, not 
do they feen a Frame of Ipfass in am 


il Grit nus | anc} ont 5 "1 Di 
on 502 elde boeh nolle beute - 55 l 1 
1 ee f rubentt. — 27 „ Vue 


51 By KC 6 gid 28 £16" 


nemqub Umendi 105 185500 5 


N 


hung out by Divine Reſentment, over: 


wr 4 12 mutantem reg na comelem. . 1 


LR Ge 


Fil 


4% Tus N EHT. yg 
Diſorder. L Would rather adote that omnipo- 
ent Being, ho rolled thoſe ſtupendous Orbs 
from his creating; Hand; ard leads them, by 


his providential Eye, through unmeaſurable 


Tracts of ther. Who bids them, now, ap- 


| proach the Sun; and gl] with unſufferable 


nude z now; retreat to the utmoſt Bounds 

of our Planetary Syſte m, and rg r "ng 

among baller Worlds. ne wit to 3p; 
Tur are harmleſs Viſitas. 1 aqui hed 


| from the Charge of cauſing, or being acceffory 
to, deſolating Plagues. Would to Gov, there 


were no other more formidable Indications, of 
approaching '' Fudgments, or impending Ruin! 
But, alaſs! when Vice becomes predominant, 
and Irreligion almoſt epidemical : when the 


_ Sabbaths of a jealous Gop, are notoriouſly 
profaned; and that © Name, which is great, 


„wonderful, and holy,” is proſtituted to the 
meaneſt, or abuſed to the moſt execrable Pur- 


| poles: when the Worſhip of our great Creator 


and Preſerver is baniſhed, from many of the 


| molt conſpicuous Families; and it is deemed a 


Val, 804 it ;-H - ee 


* «© The Comer i in the Year 1680, according to Sir 
* Tſaze Newton's Computation, wis, in its neareſt Ap- 
'* proach, above 166 Times nearer the Sun than the 
Earth is. Conſequently, its Heat was then 28000 
++ Times greater than that of Summer. $0 that a Ball 


of Iron as big as the Earth, heated by it, would 


hardly become .cool 1 in 50000 Years, Bras „Altre. 
Theol. p. 237. HI | 
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Piece of rude Impertinence, ſo much as to 
mention the gracious Redeemer, in our gente] 
Interviews: When it paſſes for an elegant Free- 


dom of Behaviour; to ridicule the Myſteries of 


Chriſtianity; and a Species of refined Con- 
verſation to taintthe Aix with laſcivious Hints: 
whe! thoſe; who ſit in the Scornenbl Char, fin 
with la high Hand and imanyrof thoſe;rwho 
wear the Profeſſors Gurbſ are doſtitute of the 
Powerß and content themſelves with the mere 
Form of Godlineſs: when ſuch is the State of a 
Community, there is Reafon, too apparent 
Reaſou, tobe horiibly afraid. Such Phanomena, 
ubounding in the morab World; are not fan- 
ciful, But real» Omens. Will not an injuced 
80D be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this?” 
Will he not be provoked, to fweep»at with 
the Beſom of Deſtruction “? 7 “σ⁹ mi nan 
0! Tua the Inhabitants of Greal- Britain, 
would lay theſe alarming” Conſiderations to 
Heart! The Logg of Hoſts has commanded 
i the Sword of civil Diſcord, to return iuto its 
TT - 5x0 Sheath, 


49 * 

Te Va. xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, "ſpeaking of 
JH none: this Threatening, T will ſweep it wii 
ile Beſom of Deęſtruchon. What a noble, but dreadiul 

Image, is here! How ſtrongly and awfully pourtrayed! 
How pregnant alſo in its Signiſication! Intimating the 
vile Valure; and expreſſing the total Exfirpalion, of the 
wicked People at the ſame” Time, ſuggeſtingethe per 
fect Eaſe, with Hhich the rightedous Gov: would exe- 
ente his intended Vengeance. won e U WAS it. 


with 
Itul 
ed! 
the 
the 
be /- 


xc - 
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Sheath. But have we returned every one from 
his ci Mays? Are we become a renewed Peo- 
ple; devoted to a dying Saviour; and zealous 
of good Works? What mean thoſe! Peals of 
Sobs, Which burſt; from the exhiring Cattle ? 
Whit! mean thoſe! melancholy; Moans;, where 
the luſty Droves were wont! to o WS What 


mean thoſe Arrows of untiuiely Death, diſchar- 


od on our innocent and uſeful Animals ? 
No Wantonneſs or Sloch, has vitiated the 
Blood of theſe laborious, temperate Creatures. 


They have contracted no Diſeaſe, from un- 


ſeaſonable Indulgences, and inordinate Revel- 
ings. The pure Stream is their Drink; the 
ſimple Herb their Repaſt. Neither Care diſturbs 
their Sleep, nor Paſſion inflames their Breaſt. 
Whence then are they viſited with ſuch ter- 
rible Diſorders, as no Prudence can prevent, 
nor any Medicines heal? —Surely, theſe! Ca- 
lamities are the Weapons of Divine Diſplea- 
ſure, and manifeſt Chaſtiſements of an evil 


Generation f. Surely God, the © Go to whom 


EE H 2 | Ven- 


* If theſe Papers ſhould be ſo happy as to gutliy heir. 
Author; perhaps it may be needful to inform Pol erity, 


thatthe above mentioned Hints, allude to a maſt terrible, 


contagious, and mortal Diſtemper; raging among the 
la ed Cattle, in various Parts of the Kingdom. 
1140 Hine letis vituli vulg 0 mortun{ur, in herbisy «. DV. Ne 
Et dulces animas plena ad prſe hia red.! 
Balalu hinc pecorum, et crebtis mugitibus ame. 
Arenteſque ſonant ripe, callęſue ſupini: Vins. 


7 
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©Yeng ea ice bel Jong gath,” he 5 ill Controverſy 
Mun Hi 1 ne nd. J And Who! can tell, 
| the Viki tation will end? Whay a Storm 

5 follow theſe pr TR Dro} 8 7 
dy 5 Cat the Ro and who ath a) ppointel 
augh ght by tell þ 7:08 ena 7 Wt,” oſt Our 


hedi ibn LED Y, 5 i 85 
hin, 9 85 om ou! T5 1 taftices; our 
: 0 Wea 3 12180 A dlineſs, 
before V Wy Gren U oh us to the u rmoſ; 
before, 1810 quity prove our Ruin! Lb) oh 
q CTY at this Hdur, another mol re- 
markabte Sights amuſes the Curious, and alarms 
the, ade A Blaze of lambent Meteors is Ml 
kin led, or ſome very extraordinary Lights at £ 
refracted in the Quarters of the North be Wl 
Streams of Radiance, like Legions. ruſhing to 
the Engagement, meet and mingle; inſomuch, th 
that the Air ſeems to be all conflicting Fire 
Within? a while they flart from one another; 
and, like Legions in precipitate Flight, ſweep, 
each a ſeparate Way, through the Firmament. 
Now, they are quieſcent; anon, they ate 
thrown 1 into a quivering Motion; preſently, the I 
whole Horizon is illuminated with the glancing 
Flames. Sornetimes, with an Aſpect awfully WF 
ludi ons „they repreſent extravagant and ante 
Vag par. * "At; Other Times,) you would ſulp ect, Fel 
* ſome ae Ae was playing « off the © 


"3 21114 OV 
: dumb 5 


A + V Q Th, N | 
FS 


N * un vi. 18. 


udes; what inexprellible Conlternation 10 


e NAGH F. 77 


dumb. Artillery, of the. 115 0 Fi ang, by 5 Hege 


2119 


Expef Jient, giying us the. Fa b, without the 
Roar, He Hiw fn e 
Tux Villagers, 8320 at th t Spec 7 55 


| with Wonder, then wi 9519 N . Ag Scneral Fa 


e the ntr Every Heart thr. 
every 4 Face is Ne 0 An. Grenade 900 


3 


gaber, jo beef We! Ap 1 ming, 1 bY icreale 
read. __ RY Comfagion, zom O Cat 
ocher's. L. .voks and Words; wh ile 1155 

every Eye, and every Tongue peaks the 
ruage of Terror.“ Some ſee hideous IV 


1 aui in herce Encounter, or ages ; 


Sa Se 


I Events ; Sales Sverthrown.. or mighty M; on- 


archs tottering on their Thrones. | thers, 
ſcared with {till more frightful Apprehenlions, 
think of nothing but the Day of Doom. * Sure, 
* ſays one, the unalterable Hour is ſtruck, and 
" the End of all Things come.—See, replies 
0 *2ngther, how the blaſted Stars look, wan! 
"Are not, theſe the Signs of the Son of 


5 113 > 
4 Man, coming in the Clouds of He aven 


IJrsus Prepare us (cries a Third, al lifts is MW. 

Eyes in Devotion) for the Archangel's 

5 ' Trump, 5 | ad the great Tribunal!“ J 
1s this r waving Brightneſs, which. playsinno- 

aue over our Heads, be ſo amazing to Mat 
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1 * 


L 1 Ih 1 
overivhelm” unthinking Mortals, when the 
H os ON general. 


general \Conflagration commences !| The Day, 
he dreadful; Day, is approaching; In the 

© which the, Heguens, ſhall i paſs: away with « 
great Naiſe,*, and the Elements Mall meli with 
de Heat, the, Earth, alſo, and all the 
i Warks, hat are therein, ,fhall:b& buriit up, 
bh a mighty, I Hand, wikch once opened the 

4 Win dows.. from en High, and broke up the 
, A the great Deep, Wilb then unlock 

all the Magazines of Fre, and pour a Second 
e uponthe Earth. The vengeful. Flames, 
e by abe Breath of the Alenighiy;' den Bl 5 
Fo Vin bits them: m 
Bun 2 Pet: iii. 10, +4, 1 often bog this Verſe an th 
eminent Inftance of that Kind of beautifal Writing, in ur 
Which the very Sound bears a Sort of Significancy; u Wi [i 
leaſt, carries an exact Correſpondence with the Senſe, D 

oy heoriginal Expieſſion-—rhoizedon--is one of the hoarlel ; 
; and deepeſt Words in Language. Nothing could he TH 
; more exquiſitely adapted to affect the Ear, as well a fie 
: impreſs the Imaginalion, with the Wreck of Nature, and S. 


the Craſh of a falling World -I ſcarce ever read this 
Clauſe, but it brings to my Mind that admired De- 


feription in MI To | 5 
ee e | 1 iy 
Wich impetuous Recoil, and j jarring Sound, Il 
Th infernal Doors, and on their Thimges grate 10 
Hall Thunder. — — Book II. I. 879. bu 


15 18 4 pleaſing Ewploy, and, a very laudable Office of Ml th 
Vis e Oriticiſn 10 point out theſe inferior Recommend cle 
jens of the ace Claſſics. Though, I believe, the! in. he 
fpited| Writers themfelhes, amidit all tHe Elevation mm He 
Magnificedce of their Divine Ideas; difdabviel a fer up, be 
tous Attention to ſuch litil? Nicettes of Stile. 
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het bels from the Ceitre to the Oirrum⸗- 
ference. Nothing can withſtaud their Ttmpetu- 
oſty; nothing can eſcape their Raye. Univer- 
2] Defolation attends their Progreſs.” Magni- 
cent Palaces, and ſolemn Ten emples, are laid 
in Aſhes, Spacious Cities; Ab impregrabl e 
Towersp are mingled in one tmioking Maſs. 
Not only che Productions ef hutan Hk, bar 
the Works of Almighth Power, are Fel forth 
devouring! Element. The everlaſting” Mou 
tains melt, like the Snows which cover their 
Summit. Even vaſt Oceans, ſerve onlyto aug- 
ment the inconceivable Rapidity and Fury of 
the Blaze. O! how ſhall J, or others, ſtand 
undiſmayed amidſt the Glare of a burning 
World; unleſs the Loxd Jenovan' be our 
Defence? How ſhall we be upheld in Secu- 
ity, when the Globe itſelf is finking in the 
fiery Ruin: unleſs the Rock of ay ve” our 
Support? | 155 
Btnotn! a new SpeRacle of Wonder! Te 
Moon is making her entry on the eaſtern Sky. 
| See her riſing in clouded Myjeſty ! opening, as 
it were, and aſſerting her original Commiſhon, 
to rule over the Night. All grand and Antely, 
but ſomewhat ſullied is her Aſpect. However, 
ſhe»brightens, as The advances; and grows 
clearer, ag The” climbs higher. Till, at length 
ke I her Silver loſes all its Droſs; ſhe, — 2 ber 
TIO peerleſs Light; and becomes +4 the? 


ITC! er 1 * 8112 


nend- 
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Heaven a0 of the Stazs ; delighting 
58 .D9 [8 
9181 n and Ae hearing, 1 i 155 Whole Vaud 
BER e;Brigh nels of] her Ap ppearance, and the 
i HOWE of her, e 2 9 0 Queen of 
the 8 e may it he my A Wee follow 
this thy Fa 1) e ee de others are 


| fond. FRE Bs be the Fa Counts 


18 


ot 1 e 65 a 1915 Sie; 1 
it mine, ed thy im mprov i th 
my. Cont uct: become „Mö 1 0 blemiſl 4 
my Temper in more re ne ,! n 
and farther, in my, probationary Courle ! May 


N 


ev very my Deſire wear away, and, every irre. 
gular, Arb be gradually J0fl; as. ] I. make 
nearer Approaches, tothe Celeſtial Manſions! 
Wil not this be a a: comfortable Evidence, 
that Ttoo ſhall ſhine, in my adored Redeemer, 
1 Shine, with a Ticher Luſtre, Fhap 


1 


is ach eds? 3 5 
int 
\ THE Day afforded us a ee N entertain 48 
ing ights. Theſe were all withdrawn, at the oy 
p Pon of Darkneſs. The Stars, kindly of- : 
ficious, immediately lent us their Aid. This 
ſerved to alleviate the Frown of Night; rather WW -- 
than' ach the: Objedts ſrom chair Obſcu·¶ Fu 
58 1114 2 L: 10 3 TY If 11 tio #39} Kopfe) ; She 
371 * Ecelus my 9. 8 Pt 1 do 50 (ROI mY 


7 ds OOO Pn cli lla. Mo ⸗ 


1 
* > 


2 "the Y if from tt 
py JON e. T fee there 8 ibs 1 kl 19855 


ee e . 

rit (Api t Rap, feafcclh e id not 
rn Pine; ond 
the en hin he 


from te Sug ings 


frainin E 5e 1 very 5 mperfe & Slim 1 55 1 c 7 
a8 rat mocked, T . Raft A lat 
he Mob Few . A . 


is "taken off from -t 2000 nte- 


il 


95 
ſee the © green Heldgex rows, thou hugh 0 7 
115 thered Cori 1957 ede om y 


In ſhort, I ſee once : againt ah 


to phi 


great P Qure: not indeed if in its ache 995 


lours, but more delicately ſhaded, and. arrayed | 
in ter Charms*, ©, 
Wund a majeſtic Stens is Mer! Tacompa- 


rably grand, and exquiſitely fine [The Moon, 
like an immenſe cryſtal Lamp, pendent in the 
magnificent Cieling of the gt DIY The 


Stars, like ſo, many thouſands of golden Ta- 


pers, "fixed 3 in theirazure Sockets. All pouring 
their Luſtre on ſpacious Cities, and loſty 


Mountains; glittering on the Ocean; 8 97 


ing on the foreſt; and opening a Proſpec wide 
| as the Eye can glance, more various than Fan- 


FL can paint f. —We are forward to admire 
| 3 the 


ics dai ee e bovns 


* f 2 
e e > f 


Full orbd the Moon, and 2 more pleaſing . 4 
Sbadowy ſets off the Face of Things, — MiLr. 


+ As when the Moon, refulgent Lamp of Night, i * 
Oer Heav'n's clear Aue Jpreads her ſacred Light © © 
When 
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the: Perſotmances of human Art. A Landſ. Cape, 
elegantly deſigned, and executed with a ma. 
ſterly Hand;: a Piece of Statuary which ſeems, 
amidſt all the Recommendatibns of exact Pio. 
portion, and graceful Attitude, to foften into 
Fleſh;and almoſt breathe with Life; theſe lit- 
tle: Imitations of Nature: weibthold' With 1 
pleaſing Surpriſe, Andfhallwe be leſs affected 
leſs delighted, with the inexpreſſibly noble; and 
completely finiſned Original The ample 
Dimenſions of Ranelagh's Dome; the gay 
Illuminations of Vaux- Hall Grove; I ſhould 
ſcorn to mention on ſuch an Occaſion, were 
they not the Objects of general Admiration, 
Shall we be acer with thoſe puny Eſſays of 


finite 7 j and touched ann no Ti ran- 
22781 e 


„ ieh 1 4 Breath di difturbs1 he 45 PUR Te 
And not a Cloud o ercaſis the ſolemn, Scene: 
Around her Throne the vivid Planets roll, a, 
And Stars unnumber'd gild the glowing. Pole 7 ” 
= er tie dark Trees à yellower Perdure ned, 
And tiþ with Silver ev ry Mountain s Head. 
Tjen ſhine the Vales ; the Rocks in Froſpeci riſes 
4 Flood of Glory buſts from all the Skies, _ 
Tue conſcious Swains, rejoicing in the Sight, 
* the blue Vault, and bleſs the 1 2 Lig kt. 
Se VIII. 
I ant theſe Lines, becauſe Mr. Pope ſays,. they x» ad 
hibit, in the Original, the fineſt Mg hi- Piece in Poctiy Mi 
Aud, if they are fo beautiful in Homer's Language; WI 
who can fuſpect their ſuffering any Diſadvantage from 
the Pen or his admirable Tranſlator? * 


port, at this Aupcndous Diſplay:of Omgipo- 
tent Skill? / At the auguſt Grandeur, and fhi- 
; ning Statelineſs, of the Firmamemꝰ? which 
forms an, Alcove for ten thouſand Worlds, and 
is ornamented with Myriads of everlaſting Lu- 
minatias:—Surelyſ this mult betray, not only a 
total: Want of Religion but the moſt i abject 
Liuleneſs of Mind, and che utmoſt. Poverty of 
Nennen viditioigeont od Ei ISH 215! 
Tur Mobn, is not barely _ Ornament in 
the high. Places of the Lon *; but of ſignal 
Service to the Inhabitants of the Earth. How 
uncomfortable is deep, pitchy, total Darkneſs? 
elpecially, in the long Abſence of the Winters 
Son. Welcome therefore, thrice welcome, this 
| v Gift of Providence; to enliven the 
Joins! Gloom; and line with Silver the ra- 
Ven- coloured Mantle of Night!--How deſirable 
3 10 have our Summer-Evenings illuminated! 
That we may be able to tread the dewy Meads, 
Wand breathe the delicious. Fragrance of our 
Cardens; ;; eſpecially, when the ſultry. Heats 
render! it iræſome and fatiguing, to walk abroad 
by Day. — How chearing to the Shepherd, the 
E Ule of this univerſal Lantern; as he tends his 
leecy Charge, or late conſigns them to their 
11, hurdled Cots! How comfortable and how 
ex: r to the Mariner, as he loughs rhe 
e n; to uf, he Tackling,” LA 
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explore his Way, and, under the Influence 
of this beaming; Sconce, to avoid the fatal Rock! 
—For theſe, and other beneficial Purpoſes 
the Hand of the Almicury has hung the 
fiately Branch on high; and filled it with a 
Splendor, not confined to a ſingle Edifice, or 
commenſurate to a particular Square, but dif. 
fuſive as the whole Extent of the Hemiſphere, 

IT uk moſt faithful of our inferior Servant, 
are ſometi mes tardy in their Office; ſometime; 
negligent of their Duty. But this celeſtial A. 
tendant is moſt exadly pundlual, at all the 
{tated Periods of her Miniſtration. If we chook 
to prolong our Journey, after the Sun is gone 
down; the Moon, during her whole Tncrea, 
18 always ready to act in the Capacity of a 
Guide. If we are inclined to ſet out very early 
in the Morning; the Moon, in her Decreaſ 
prevents the Dawn, on purpoſe, to offer her A 
ſiſtance. And, becauſe it is ſopleaſant a thing, 
for the Eyes to behold the Light; the Moon, a 
her Full, by a Courſe of unintermitted Wat 
ing, gives us, as it were, a double day. —How 
apparently has the Divine Wiſdom intereſled 
itſelf, in providing even for the pleaſurable 4c 
commodation of Man! How deſirous, that He 
ſhould want no Piece of commodious Fur: 
niture; no Kind of delightful Convenience 
And, in Proſecution of theſe benevolent Inten- 


tions, bas annexed 0 valuable an Appendag hi 


[0 
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to the terre ſtrial Globe. Auſtly, a does 
the Pſalmiſt celebrate that, admirable Gon- 
stitution, Which ordained the: Moon and th 
Stars do govern the Night, as an Inſtance of 
nch Gopdneſs and of ; Aer qu of ich nde 
; or even „ ein 6 {3:4 55081. 10 101 70 b 1914 { 
| Tas Moon, it is confeſſed, A 
Body. AM ae Brighwels,,whiahbeguubes het 
Countenance, is originally in the Sun and no 
more than trauſmiſſively in her. That glorious 


es 
„Orb is che Parent of Day, and the Palace of 
height. From thence, the Morning- Star gilds 
de her Horn +; fromthence, the Planetary Circles 
ne are crowned with Luſtre; and from thence; the 


Poon derives, all her kilyer Radiance, —le is 
pleaſing to reflect, that ſuch is the Caſe with 


4 
ly ite ll -ſufficient Redeemer, and his dependent 
ell People, ; We are repleniſhed from his Fulnels. 


What do we poſſeſs, which we have not re- 
ceived; and what can we defire, which we 
may nat expect; from that never- failing Source 
ot all Good? He is the Author of our Faith, 
1 Mes I and 


lled 2 „„ 6 
Ae +I TRY to juſtify this Expreſſion, obſerve; 125 
t He be Planet Venus, commonly called the Morning-Star, is 


lound, hy gur Teleſcopes, frequently to appear horned ; 
pr to have a Creſcent of Light, ſomewhatlike the Moon, 
1 of, or after her Conjunction. But [ 18 would 
be a Remark! too deep and refined for my cheme.; | 
rhick proceeds only upon a ſuperficial. * and 


tne moſt obvious Appearances, of Nature. 
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and the Former of our Graces. In his unſpot- 
ted Life, we ſee the Path; in his meritorions 
Death, the Price; and in his triumphant Re. 
ſurrection, the Proof of Bliſs and Immortality, 
If we offend, and fall Seven Times a Day; He 
is the Lok D our Peace. II we are depraved, 
and our beſt! Deeds very r e He is 
the Loan our Righteouſneſs f. If we are blind 
and even brutiſh, in — Knowledge; 
He is the Loxp our Wiſdom#:1 his Word dil. 
pels the Shades; his Spirit ſcatters the intel. 
lectual Gloom; his Eye looks our Darknels 
into Day. In ſhort, we are nothing, and 
«© HRIST is All.“ Worſe than defective in 
ourſelves, we are complete in Him.” So that 
il we ſhine, it is with delegated Rays, and wi 
' borrowed Light. We act by a Strength, and 
glory in Merits, not our own.——Q! may we 
be thoroughly ſenſible of our Dependence on 
the Saviour! May we conſtantly imbibe bi 
propitious Beams; and never, by indulgir: 
© "Unbelief, or backſliding into Folly, withdraw 
* our Souls from his benign Influences! Lel 
10g loſe our Comfort, and our Holineſs; as the 
fair Ruler of the Night loſes her Splendor, when 
"her Un is Muraed from its bee and 
7 N receive 


21 18 Weil 
* Judg, vi. IF 1 xxiii. 6. it I Cor. i. 30 
{ Alludin to t hoſe truly poetical Lines in Milton, 
Wt; 45 "to Ther Fiuntain, other Stars 
Repairing, in their golden Urns draw Light. Par. Lok, 
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| receives no more Communication of ſolar 
Effulgen ce. 
Tus Moon is ancellamy varying, either i in 
| her Aſpect, or her Stages. Sometimes, ſhe 
looks full upon us, and her Viſage is all Luſtre. 
Sometimes, ſhe appears in Profile, and ſhews 
us only half her enlightened Face. Anon, a 
radiant Creſcent but juſt adorns her Brow. 
| Soon, it dwindles into a {lender Streak. Till, at 
length, all her Beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe be- 
comes a beamleſs Orb. —Sometimes, ſhe riſes 
with the deſcending Day; and begins her Pro- 
| ceſſion, amidſt admiring Multitudes. Ere 
iu long, ſhe defers her Progreſs till the midnight. 
Watches; and ſteals unobſerved, upon the 
in ſleeping World. Sometimes, ſhe Juſt enters 
nd Bi the Edges of the Weſtern Horizon, and drops 
„eus a ceremomous Viſit. Within a while, ſhe 
ou ſets out on her nightly Tour, from the oppoſite 
Regions of the Eaſt; traverſes the whole Hemi- 
ſphere; and never offers to withdraw, till the 
more refulgent Partner of her! Sway renders 
her Preſence unneceſſary.— In a Word; ſhe is, 
while converſant among us, ſtill waxing or 


ha waning, and never continueth in one Stay.” 

and SUCH is the Moon; and ſuch are all ſublu- 
che nary Things; expoled to perpetual Viciſſitudes. 
„ow often, and how ſoon, have the faint 
' "i Echoes of Renown ſlept in Silence; or been con- 
eened into the Clamours of at: The 
Lok „ ſame 
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fame Lips, almoſt with the ſame Breath, cry 
Hoſanna, and Crucify.—Have not Riche, 
confeſſed their notorious Treachery, a Thou- 
fand and a Thouſand Times? Either melting 
away, like Snow in our Hands, by inſenſible 
Degrees; or eſcaping, like a winged Priſoner 
 fromits Cage, with a precipitate Flight.— Hase 
we not known the Bridegroom's Cloſet, an An- 
techamber to the Tomb; and heard the Voice, 
which ſo lately pronounced the ſparkling Pair 


_ Huſband and Wife, proclaim an everlaſting 


Divorce; and ſeal the Decree with that ſolemn 
Aſſeveration, Aſhes to Aſhes, Duſt to Duſt ” 
Our Friends, though the Medicine of Liſe; 
our Health, though the Balm of Nature ; are 
a moſt precarious Poſſeſſion. How ſoon may 
the firſt become a Corpſe in our Arms; and 
how eaſily is the laſt deſtroyed in its Vigour 
Lou have ſeen, no doubt, a Set of pretty 
pamied Birds, perching on your Trees, or 
ſporting in your Meadows. You- was pleaſed 
with the lovely Viſitants, that brought Beauty 
on their Wings, and Melody in their Throats. 
But could you infure the Continuance of this 
agreeable Entertainment? No, truly. At the 
leaſt diſturbing Noiſe, at the leaſt terrifying 
Appearance, they ſtart from their Seats; they 
mount the Skies; and are gone in an Inſtani, 
are gone for ever. Would you chooſe to have 
Happineſs, which bears Date with their n 
i 0 an 
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ry and expires at their Departure? If you could 
not be content with a Portion, enjoyable only 
chrough ſuch a fortuztous Term, not of Years, 


Us 

no WW but of Moments, O! take up with nothing 
de earhly; ſet your Affections on Things above, 

er there alone 1 is no Variableneſs or Shadow of 
ve = turning.” 

n- 705, is not a more Muftrions Pattern of 
e, Patience, than an eminent Exemplification of 
air WT this Remark. —View him in his private Eſtate. 
ng lle heaps up Silver as the Duſt; he waſhes his 
on Steps in Butter, and the Rock pours him out 
WE Rivers of Oil. View him in his public Charac- 
ſe; %. Princes revere his Dignity; the Aged 
are liſten to his Wiſdom; every Eye beholds him 
ay ich Delight; every tongue loads him with 
nd Bleſſings. — View him in his domeſtic Circum- 


ances. On one hand, he is defended by a 


| Troop of Sons; on the other, adorned witha 
or Train of Daughters; and on all Sides, ſur- 
led {Wounded by a very great Houſehold.” Never 
aty was human Felicity fo conſummate; never was 
ts. Wi diſaſtrous Revolution fo ſudden. The Light- 
his ning, which conſumed his Cattle, was not more 
the terrible, and ſcarce more inflantaneous. The 
ing Wjovful Parent is bereſt of his Offspring, and 
1ey his“ Children are buried in Death.” The 
ni, Man of Affluence is ſtript of his Abundance ; 
ea and he, who was cloathed in Scarlet, embraces. 
7A] PR Dunghill, The venerable Patriarch 1s the 


13 Deri- 
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Deriſion of Scoundrels ; and the late Darling [ 
of an indulgent Providence, is become *; 5 
*« Brother to Dragons, a companion of Owls,” Wi « 
Nor need we go back to former Ages, fo Wi þ 
Proofs of this afflicting Truth. In our Times; e 
in all Times, the Wheel continues the ſame j 
inceſſant Whirl. And frequently thoſe, who ar Wl x, 
triumphing, To-day, in the higheſt Elevations 6 
of Joy; To-morrow, are bemoaning the In. Wl 
ſtability of mortal Affairs, in the very Deb C 
of Miſery *. Amidſt ſo much Fluctuation ad 
e WH Un- 
| 1 W 1c 
EI believe, I may venture to apply, what the Th. A 
ite ſays of the Aﬀairs of the Wicked, to all ſublunary i FF 
Things; as a true Deſcription of their very great I 4 | 
bility. Job xxii. 16. rendered by Schultens, Flumen . P: 
ſum fundamentum eorum. Their Foundation (or what they WW: 
reckon their moſt ſolid aud ſtable Poſſeſſion) is a F? 
joured out, —Which is one of the boldeſt Images, ani | 
moſt poetical Beautics Lever met with in any Language WW... 
facred or profane. In order to have a tolerable Con 1 
ception of the Image, and a Tafle of its Beauty ; you Fu 
muſt ſuppole a Torrent of Waters, ruſhing in broke”? 
CataraQs, and with impetuous Rapidity, from a (lc = 
and craggy Mountain, Then, imagine to yourſelf a Sp 
Edifice, built upon the Surge of this rolling Precipice Wi . 
which has no other Bafis, than one of thoſe headlons ET 
whirling Waves. Was there ever ſuch a Repreſentatia 5 
of tranſitory Proſperity, tending, with inconceivabi 5 
Swiſtneſs, unto Ruin? Yet ſuch is every Form of lu E 8 
man Felicity, that is not grounded on Jesus, and * 
Paticipation of his Merits, who is the Rock of Ages; 0 10 
Jesvs, and his Image formed in our Hearts, which! 5 ; ; 


the Hope of Glory. 
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Uncertainty; how wretched is the Condition, 
which has no Anchor of the Soul, ſure and 
tedfaſt! May thy Loving-kindneſs, O Gop, 
be our preſent Treaſure; and thy future Glory, 
our reverſionary Inheritance! Then ſhall our 
Happineſs, not be like the full-orbed Moon, 
which 1s © a Light that decreaſeth in its Per- 
« fetion;” but like the Sun, when he goeth 
E forth in his Strength, and knoweth no other 
E Change, but that of /hining more and more unto 
che perfect Day. _ . 5575 
Meruixks, in this ever-varying Sphere, I 
ſe a Repreſentation, not only of our temporal 
Advantages, but alſo of our ſpiritual Accom- 
nil Y þlihkments. Such, Jam ſure, is what the kind 
« /i- artiality of a Friend would call my Righteouſ- 
hes: And ſuch, I am apt to ſuſpect ®, is the 
Flv Righte- 


. I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this 
C beſpect. others by myſelf ; but as taking my Eſtimate, 
on rom the unerring Stan dard of Scripture. And indeed, 
' 7 Whproceeding on this Evidence, ſupported by this Autho- 


"uy Writy, I might have ventured farther than a bare Suſpicion, 


eber, chere is not a J½% Man upon Earth, that doeth - 


* Good, and inneth not "% fays the Spirit of Infpiration 
by Solomon (Ecclef, vii. 20.)—Nay, ſuch is the Purity, 


ciÞice; 
2adlon! 
ntation 
ceivabl 
ok Iv 
| and 
ges; OM 


hat an Apoſtle makes a ſtill more humbling Acknow- 
gedgment; In many Things we offend All.” (Jam. iii. 
2.)—And the unerring Teacher, who moſt thoroughly 
new our Frame, directs the moſt advanced, moſt eſta- 
iſhed, and moſt watchful Chriſtians, to pray dail 


_'Tefſtt- 


wh ic i ey, ö 4 | 
or tlie Forgiveneſs of their daily Treſpaſſes, —To which 


and ſo extenſive are the Demands of the Divine Law, 
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Righteouſneſs of every Man living. Now we 
_ exercile it, in ſome few Inſtances; in ſome li: 
tle Degrees. Anon, Sin revives, and leads our 
Souls into a tranſient, though unwilling Cap- 
tivity. Now we are meek; but ſoon a ruffling 
Accident intervenes, and turns our Compoſure 
into a fretful Diſquietude. Now we are humble; 
ſoon we reflect upon ſome inconſiderable or 
imaginary Supertority over others, and a ſudden 
Elatement {wells our Minds. Now, perhaps, 
we poſſeſs a clean Heart, and are warm with 
holy Love. But-O! how eaſily is the Purity 
of our Affections ſullied; how ſoon the Fervour 
of our Gratitude cooled! And is there not 
ſomething amiſs, even in our beſt Momenis? 
Something to be aſhamed of, in all we are; 
ſomething to be repented of, in all we do? 
WIr what Gladneſs, therefore, and adorc- 
ing Thankfulneſs, ſhould we © ſubmit to the 
+ Righteouſneſs of our-incarnate Gop;“ and 
HEEL. receive, 


Teſtimonies, I beg Leave to add an elegant Paſſage from 
the Canticles; becauſe, it not only expreſſes the Senti- 
ment of this Paragraph, but illuſtrates it by the very 
ſame Similitude. She (the Church) is fair as lie Moon; 
clear as the Sun. Fair as the Moon, the leſſerand change- 
able Light, in her San&ification : Clear as the Sun, the 
greater and invatiable Luminary, in her 7utificalion, 
The inherent Holineſs of Believers being imperſect, and 
ſubject to many Inequalities; while their imputed 
. Righteouſneſs is every Way complete, and conllant!y 
like itſelf. Cant. vi. 10. 
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recerve; as a Divine Gift, what cannot be ac- 
| quired by Human Works *!1—A Writer, of 
the firſt Diſtinction, and niceſt. Diſcerament, 
tiles the Obedience of our glorious Surety, an 
werlaſting Righteouſneſs, Such as was ſubject 
to no Interruption, nor obſcured. by the leaſt 
Blemiſh; but proceeded always in the ſame 
uniform Tenor, of the moſt ſpotleſs Perſection. 
—This Righteouſneſs, in another Senſe, an- 
ſwers the Prophet's exalted Deſcription ;:as its 
beneficial and ſovereign Efhcacy knows: no 
End; but laſts through all our Life; laſts in 
che trying Hour of Death; laſtsatthe deciſive 
Day of Judgment; laſts through every Gene- 
ration; and will laſt to all Eternity. . 
| SOMETIMES, I have ſeen that reſplendent 
Globe ſtript of her Radiance; or, according to 
the emphatical Language of Scripture, turned 
[© into Blood.“ The Earth interpoſing with its 
Jopake Body, intercepted the ſolar Rays, and 
caſt its own gloomy Shadow on the Moon. 
The malignant Influence gained upon' her 
ſickening Orb; extinguiſhed, more and more, 
the feeble Remainders of Light; till at length, 
like one in a deep Swoon, no Comelineſs was 
leſt in her Countenance; ſhe was totally over- 


nge- | 
, the pread with Darkneſs. At this Juncture, what 
15 a Multitude of Eyes were gazing upon the 


uelul SpeQacle! Even of thoſe Eyes, which 
1 _ difre- 


* Rom. v. 17.—X. 3. 4 + Dam ix. 24, | 
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diſregardedthe Empreſs ofthe Night; or beheld 
her with Indifference; when robed in Glory, 
and riding in her triumphal Chariot, ſhe ſhed 
a ſofter Day through the Nations. But nov, 
under theſe Circumſtances of Difgrace, they 
«watch her' Motions with the moſt prying A. 
tention. In every Place, her Misfortune is the 
Object of general Obſervation; and the prevail- 
ing Topic of Diſcourſe, in every Company. 
ls it not thus, with regard to Perſons of Eni. 
nence, in their reſpective Spheres! Kings, at the 
Head of their Subjects; Nobles, ſurrounded 
with their Dependents ; and (after Names off 
much Grandeur, may I be allowed to add! 
Miniſters labouring among their People“; are 
each ina conſpicuous Station. Their Conduit 
in its minute/t Step, eſpecially in any Miſcarriage, 
will be narrowly, ſurveyed and critically ſcan- 
ned. Can there be a louder Call, to ponder the 
Paths of their Feet, and to be particularly je: 
lous over all their Ways?—Thoſe, whe 
move in inferior Life, may groſsly offend; and 
little Alarm be given; perhaps, no Notice taken. 
But it is not to be expected, that the leaſt Sli 
1 their Carriage, the leaſt Flaw in their Cha 
racter, will paſs undiſcovered. Malice, with 
her Eagle-Eyes, will be ſure to diſcern them 
while Cenſure, with her ſhrill Trumpet, wil 
* Ye are the Light of the World. A City that is ſet on 
Hill, cannot bg lid, Matth. v. 14. 
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be as far from concealing them; as Calumny, 


| wich her treacherous Whiſpers, from extenua- 


ting chem. A Planet may ſink below the 
Horizon; or a Star, for ſeveral Months, with- 
draw its Shining; and ſcarce one in ten Thou- 
ſand perceive the Loſs. But, if the Moon ſuffers 


a tranſient Eclipſe, almoſt half the World are 


Spectators of her Diſhonour. 


. IB } 


Very, different was the Calc, 9 at Nis 


late Hour, I have taken a ſolitary, Walk on the 


| Weſtern Cliffs. At the Foot of the ſteep Moun- 
tain, che Sea, all. clear and ſmooth, "that, itſelf 
imo an immenſe Plan, and held a watery Mirror 


to the Skies. Infinite Heights above, .the Fir- 
mament ſtretched its azure Expanſe; beſpang- 


led with unnumbered Stars, and adorned with | 


the Moon, © walking in Brightneſs *.” She 


ſeemed to contemplate herſelf, with a peculiar 
| Pleaſure; while the tranſparent Surface, both 


received, and returned her ſilver Image. Here, 
inſtead of being covered with Sack-cloth, ſhe 


ſhone with double Luſtre; or rather with a 
Luſtremukiplied, in proportionto to the Num- 


ber of Beholders, and their various Situations. 
Such, methinks, is the Effect of an exemplary 


Behavior ur, in Perſons of-exalted Rank. Ther 
Courſe, as it is nobly diſtinguiſhed, ſo it will 


be happily influential. Others will catch, the 
diffuſive Ray; and be ambitious to reſemble 
a 
Job xxx EIN | 
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A, Ds p in, wil {o.commanding. The 
amiable ies, will not terminate in them 
im 15 ſhall — en ee from 
their, Families; their Agquaintances, their Re. 
J ae may mam. behold. anothe 
Moon; trembling * 5 the. Stream; littering 
180 Canal; and dilplaying; is lovely In 
every, left 1QN, OL Wat aters. 


15 over the greaſl Dec. Her Orb. likes 
Royal. Sceptre, ſways the. Ocean, and adtuate 


the fluid Realms. It ſwells the Tiges, and per: 
petuates the reciprocal Returns of Ebb. and 


Flow. 517 which Means, the liquid Elemen 1 


purges off its Filth; and is preſerved, from be. 
ing puttefied iiſelf and from poiſoning the 
World. Is the Moon thus . operative on the 
vaſt Abyſs! ? And ſhall not the Faith of eternal 
and infinite Delights to come, be equally elf. 
cacious on this Soul of mine? Far above he 
argent Fields, are Treaſures of Happineſs, un: 
ſeen by mortal Eye; by mortal Ear unheaid 
and unconceived by any human: Iinagination. 
In that deſirable World, the maſt diſtinguiſh 
ed and: exalted: Honowrs alſo. are conferred; it 
Compariſon' with which, the Thrones ani 
Diadems of earthly Monarchs, are empty Pr 


geants, and childiſh, Toys.—Yonder. Arch o 


Sapphire, with all-ts- Fe of Gale, bu 


1. 7 


l Een air! 47 45 


Fyplendet tremulo Sub Lamp Puts, 5 1 Vim 


oon, Philoſophers ſay, is 2 ſor d 


le Floor df thoſe Divine Abodes. What tlien 


; bright with Glories; how rich with Bliſs? 
O! vs Manſions of Bleſſedneſs; ye Beauties 
f my Father's Kingdom; which far outſhine 


Pour ſweet and winning rin to my 
Heart. Attrad and refine, all my Affections. 
Wichdraw them from ſagnaling, on the ſordid 
Whores of Fleſh; never ſuffer them to ſettle, 
1 pon the impure Lees of Senſe: but impreſs 
hem with Emotions of reſtleſs Defire, after 
Sublime and celeſtial Joys. —Joys, that will 
Proceed, ſtil] proceed in a copious and cver— 


Joys, that will charm every Faculty with un- 
aginable Pleaſure; when the Moon, with 
Per waxing Splendors, ſhall chear our Sight 
0 more. | 

| EXoucy for the preſent Evening. My 
houghts have been ſufficiently exerciſed, and 
y Steps begin to be attended with Wearinels. 
et me obey the Admonition of Nature; and 
ve Reſpite to my Meditations, Slumber to 
y Eyes. — But ſtay. — Shall I retire tothe Bed 
| Sleep, with as little Ceremony, and with as 
uch Inattention, as the Brutes to their ſordid 
air? Are no Acknowledgments due to that Di- 


s bn Being, who is the Support of my Lite, and 
Ae Length of my Days? Have 1 no farther 
V186 


Yor. II. K Need 
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Are the Apartments; what is the Palace? _ 


Ehcſc Lamps of the viſible Heaven; tranſmit 


Eſting Flow, when Seas ſhall ceaſe to roll; — 


8 2 n 


mw 
* 
mY 
! 
10) 
$38 
1 
ol 
1 
, 
7 
y ! 
1 
i 
ww 
= 
1 
<7 
IM 
RU 
0 
b l 
IP 
AY | 
2 
4 
2 
6 
i 
Wn 
+ 
25 


ACRES — * 
4 —_—_— yy Cond * 
e 


n o — 
1 
- TE RL 
1 8 - 

i 


98 CONTEMPLATIONS 
Need of his proteding Care; no more Occaſion 
for the Bleffings of his Goodneſs ? —Lepidus, 
perhaps, may laugh at che bended Knee; ang 
have a thouſand Darts. of Raillery, ready to 
diſcharge on the Practice of Devotion. The 
Wits, I know, areunmercifully ſevere on, wha 
they call, the E Prudgery of Prayer, and the ſan. 
taſtical Rant of Praiſe. © Theſe they leave to 
che illiterate Labourer, and the mean Mechanic: 
or treat them, with a contemptuous Sneer, as 
the Parſon's ignoble Trade. 

ls it then an Inſtance of ſuper /litious Blind 
neſs, to diſtinguiſh ; or of whimſical Zeal, to ce 
lebrate; the moſtſupereminent Excellency and 
Merit? Is it an ungraceful Buſineſs; or does i 
argue a groveling Diſpoſition; to magnily 
Goodneſs, tranſcendently rich and diffuſive!— 
What can be ſo truly becoming a dependent 
State, as to pay our adoring Homage, to the 
Author of all Perfection; and profeſs our de- 
voted Allegiance, to the {ſupreme almighty 
Governor of the Univerſe ?—Can any thing 
more ſignificantly beſpeak an ingenuous T emer; 
or adminiſter a more real Satisfaction to 1 
fineſt Feelings; than the Exerciſes of penitentia 
Devotion? By which we give Vent to an honek 
Anguiſh; or melt into filial Sorrow; for our 
Inſenſibility to the beſt of Friends, for ou 
Diſobedience to the beſt of Parents? — In! 
Word; can there be a more ſublime Pleaſuri 


than 
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chan to dwell, in fixed Contemplation, , on the 
heauties of the Eternal Mind the amiable 
Original of all that is fair, grand, and harmo- 
nious; the beneſicent Giver of all that is con- 
Venient, comfortable, and uſeful? Can there 
be a more, advantageous, Employ, than to preſent 
our Requeſts to the Father of Mercies; open- 
o ing our Minds to the Irradiations of his Wil 
ic dom, and all che Faculties of our Souls to the 
: Communications of his Grace 9 It, 15 ſtrange, 
2 unaccountably ſtrange, that the Notion of 
Dignity in Sentiment, and the Purſuit of refined 
En joyment, ſhould ever be diſunited from De- 
votion. That Perſons, who make Pretenſions 
o an improved Taſte, and exalted Genius, 
8 ſhould neglect this moſt ennobling Intercourſe, 
with the witeſt and beſt of Beings; the inex- 
hauſtible Source of Honour and Joy. 
SHALE I be deterred, from approaching this 
Source of the pureſt Delight? Deterred, from 
[purſuing this higheſt Improvement of my Na- 
ture? Deterred from all, by a formidable Ban- 
ter; or confuted, by one errefragable Smile ?— 
No: let the Moon, in her reſplendent Sphere; 
and yonder Pole, with all its ſtarry Train; 
witneſs, if I be ſilent Even or Morn. If Irefrain 
to kindle in my Heart, and breathe from my 
Lips, the reaſonable Incenſe of Praiſe. | Praiſe 
to that great and glorious Gov, who formed 
the Earth, and built the Skies; who poured 
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100 CONTEMPLATIONS 
from his Hand the watery World, and ſhed the 
all-ſurtounding Ait abroad. Thou allo 


madeſt the Night, Maker Oninipotent ! and 
than the leaſt of all thy Mercies, have paſſe 
„in Safety, Tranquillity, and Comfort.— 
« When 1 was loſt inn the Extravagance of | 
Dreams, or lay immerſed in the Inſenſibility BM © 
of Sleep; thy Hand recovered me from the a 


temporary Lethargy.— Thy Hand ſet a ney, 
a delicately- fine Edge, on all my blunted 
it Senſes ; and ſtrung my Sinews with recruit 
ed Vigour. When my Thoughts were be- 
* numbed and ſtupefied, thy quickening In. 
«* fluence rouſed them into Activity; when they 
were diſconcerted and wild, thy regulating 
Influence reduced them into Order. Refi 
* ting me at once, to reliſh the innocent Enter- 
* tainments of an animal, and to enjoy the 
fublime Gratifications of a rational Capacity, 
*.— When Darkneſs covered the Creation, at 
thy Command, the Sun aroſe; painted the 
„Flowers, and diſtinguiſhed every Object; 
„gave Light to my Feet, and gave Nature, 


CR Py | PER — n : | 
PR 6 . > Pa : png — 
bo. EET EI, BR” ED COT .. 4 Hrs , Smear on . ²̃ ů⏑˖ñng. v. ̃]⅛ eta: alley 


« with all her beautiful Scenes, to my Eye 
To Thee, O Thou God of my Strength, ! 8 
* we the Contmuance of my Being, and the ; ; 
Vivacity of my Conſtitution.” By thy ſacred . a 
* Order, without any Conſciouſneſs of mine, 4 

{ 


© the Wheels of Life move, and the crimſon 
£13 4 60 Foun- 


oN THE NIGHT, 161 
|: Fountain plays. / Over-ruled/by thy exquiſite 


. Skill is transforms iuſelf.by the niceſt Opera- 
q tions of an inexplicable kind of Chemiſtry, 
into a Variety of the fineſt Secretions. Which 
d © glide into the Muſcles, and ſwell them for 


Action; or pour themſelves into the Fluids, 
and repair their inceſſant Decays; Wich 
| © cauſe, Chearfulneſs to ſparkle, in the Rye, 
and Health to bloom in the Cheek 
8 © DISASTROUS Accidents, injurious to 
dhe Peace of my Mind; or fatal to the Wel- 
dare of my Body; beſet my Paths. But thy 
Faithfulneſs and Truth, like an impenetrable 

Shield, guarded me all around. Under this 
Divine Protection, I walked ſecure, amidſt 
| © Legions of apparent Perils; and paſſed un- 
hutt, through a far greater Multiplicity of un- 
ſeen Evils. Not one of my Bones was broken; 
not a ſingle Shaſt grazed upon my Eaſe; 
| cven when the Eye that watched over me, 
| © law, in its wide Survey, T houſands falling 
| © beſede me, in irrecoverable Ruin; and ten 
© Thouſands deeply wounded, on my Right- 
| © hand. —If Sickneſs has, at any Time, ſadden- 
ed my Chamber, or Pain harrowed my 
© Fleſh; it was a wholſome Diſcipline, and a 
| gracous Severity. The Chaſtiſement proved 
* a ſovereign! Medicine, to cure me of an im- 
moderate Fondneſs, for this impe rlect trouble- 
ſome State; and to quicken my Deſires, aſter 
| K 3 «the: 
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the unimbittered Enjoyments of my eternal 
Home. Has not thy Munificence, unwes. 
ried and unbounded, ſpread my Table; and 
furniſhed it, with the fimeſt Wheat; te. 
„ pleniſhed it, with Marrow and Fatne(s? 
„While Temperance ſweetened the Bow]: 
Appetite ſeaſoned the Diſh; Contentment and 
+: Gratitude crowned” the Repaſt. Has not 
thy Kindneſs, O Go of che Families of 
Iſruel, preſerved my affectionate Relations; 
+ who ſtudy; by their tender Offices, to folie 
every Care, and heighten every Joy? Has no 
„thy Kindneſs given me valuable Friends; 
% whole Preſence is a Cordial, to chear me in 
i dejected Hour; and whole Converſation, 
gs Improvement with Delight? 
Wurd Sin lay dilguiſed Amid flowery 
« Scenes of Pleaſure; enlightened by thy Wil. 
dom, I diſcerned the latent Miſchief; made 
41 velolate by thy Grace, I ſhunned the luſcious 
Bane. If, through the Impulſe of Senſualiy 
„or the Violence of Paſſion, I have been hur: 
+ ried into the Snare, and ſtung by the Ser 
*« pent; thy faithful Admonitions, have recall 
4 the! fooliſh Wanderer; while the Blood of thy 
+. Son, has healed his deadly Wounds.— Some 
no Doubt, have been cut off in the Midſt o 
their Iniquities; and tranſmitted, from che 
IThrillings of polluted Joy, to che Agonicsd 
* Tetotnab Deſpair. Whereas, I have 3 (1: 
ak *; 15 ſtinguiſhe! 
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« ſtinguiſhed by long- ſuffering Mercy; and, in- 
« ſtead of lifting up my Eyes in Torments, to 
« behold a Heaven irrecoverably loſt; I may 
lift them up under the pleaſing Views of being 
admitted, ere:long{into thoſe Abodes of end- 
| © leſs Felicity. Inthe mean Time, Thou haſt 
vouchſafed me the Revelation of thy Will; 


of the moſt effectual Aids, for advancing in 
Knowledge, and growing in Godlineſs: for 
becoming more conformable to thy Image, 


+ the Pleaſures of Religion, and e e 
| © Riches of Eternity. | 
| © How various is thy Bennet; 0 Thou 
Lover of Souls! It has unſealed a thouſand 
Sources of Good; opened a thouſand Avenues 
ok Delight; and heaped Bleſſings upon me, 
with a ceaſeleſs Liberality. If I ſhould at- 
| © tempt to declare them; they would be more 
| © than the farry Hoſt, which glitter in this un- 
| © clouded: Sky; more than the deuy Gems, 
* which will adorn the Face of the Morning. 
AN ſhall I forget the GOD of my Salva- 
„tion, the Author of all my Mercies? Rather 
let my Pulle forget to beat !—Shall I render 
Him no Expreſſions of 'Thanktfulneſs? Then 
* might all Nature reproach my Ingrati- 
* tude:-—Shall I reſt ſatisfied with the bare Ac- 
* knowledgment. of my Lips? No; let my 


the Influences of thy Spirit; and Abundance 


and more meet for thy Preſence: for taſting 
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„Life be vocal, and ſpeak his Praiſe, in th; 
only genuine, that moſt emphatical Lay. 
« guage—the Language of devout Obedience, 
Let the Bill be drawn upon my very Heait: 
et all my Affections acknowledgethe Draught, 
% and let the whole Tenor of my Actions, in 
Time and through Eternity, be continually 
* haying the Debt—the ever-pleaſing, ever- 
„growing Debt of Duty, Veneration, and 
«core VV AAIH YAAG | 

Ap can I, O Thou Guide of my Going; 
and Guardian of all my Intereſts—can 1 f.. 
«-ftruſt ſuch ſignal, ſuch experienced Goodnel: 
Thou haſt been my Helper, thro' all the bur 
scenes of Day: therefore, under the Shao, 
* of thy Wings will I repoſe myſelf during th: 
{« Darkneſs, the Danger, and Death-like Inac- 
** tivity of the Night. Whatever Defilement | 
have contracted, waſh it thoroughly away, 
in redeeming Blood; and let neither the 
„ finful Stain, nor the ſinful Inclination, ac- 
company me to my Couch !—Then, {hall 
lay me down in Peace, and take my Reſt; 
% chearfully referring it to thy all-wiſe Deter- 
„ mination, whether I ſhall open my Eyes in 
* this World, or awake in the unknown Re- 
gions of another.” | 
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There dwells a bade Pathos in ad Mid 
Which warms the Paſſions, proſelytes our Hearts: 
How eloquently ſhines the glowing Pole! 
With what Authority it gives its Charge, 
Remonſtrating great Truths in Stile ſublime ! 
Night-Thoughts, No. IX. 
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| CONTEMPLATIONS 

| ON THE 
ETARRY HEAVENS. 


'HIS Evening, I exchange the nice Re- 
1 treats of Art, for the noble Theatre of 
N ature. Inſtead of meaſuring my Steps, under 
he Covert of an Arbour; let me range along 


e Summit, of this gently riſing Hill. — There 
has quitted the Horizon, and withdrawn his 
Inconveniencies are uſually linked, and che- 


Tales, the Landſcape, and its pleaſing Scenes, 
hre alſo removed. The majeſtic Caſtle, and 
* lowly Cottage, are vaniſhed together. I 
Dave loſt the aſpiring Mountain, and its ruſſet 
Brow; I look round, but to no Purpoſe, for the 
humble Vale, and its flowery Lap. The Plains 
dyhitened with Flocks, and the Heath yellow 
With Furze, diſappear. The advancing Night, 
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no Need of the leafy Shade, ſince the Sun 
; Lorching Beams. But ſee, how Advantages and 


Auer our Affairs below! If the annoying Heat 
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has wrapt iw\Darkneſs the long extended Fo- 
reſt j ad drtwn her: Mantle over the Wind- 
ings of the ſilver Stream. I fe longer behold 
khat luxuriant Fertility iwitie Fields; that wild 
Magnificence of Proſpect, and endleſs Varicty 
of Images; which have ſo often touched me 
with Delight, and ſtruck memwith; Awe, from 
this commandiug Eminence ya by a8 
Tus Loſs, however, is ſearcely to: din regret- 
ted; ſince it is amply compenſated,” by the 
opening Beauties of the Sky. Here Þ enjoy a 
free View. of the whole Hemiſphere; without 
any ' Obſtacle from below, .to:confivie the ex- 
ploring Eye; or any Cloud from above, to 
overcaſt the ſpacious Concave. Iis true; 
the lively Vermilion, which ſo lately ſtreaked 
the Chambers of the Weſt, is all faded. But 
the Planets, one after another, light up their 
Lamps; the Stars advance in their glittering 
Train; a Thouſand and a Thouſand Lumi— 
naries, ſhine forth in ſucceſſive Splendors; and 
the whole Firmament is kindling into the molt 
beautiful Glow. The Blueneſs of the Ather, 
heightened by the Seaſon of the Year, and {till 
more enlivened by the Abſence of the Moon, 
gives thoſe Gems of Heaventhe ſtrongeſt Lulire. 
O Pleafure more, che invading Gloom has 
not been able to ſnatch, from! my Senſe. Ihe 
Night rather improves, than deſtroys, che Fra- 
3 * the * Ware 
WIth 


Ar mis mi, Hy 3 
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With theſe, the Sides of this/floping Declivity 
Z are lined 5+ and - with-theſe; the bal my Zep hyrs 
perfunie their Wings. Doe Arabia, from all 
1 her ſpicy Groves, Aireaths: 4 mare liberal, or a 
y more charming Gale of Sweets? And what is 4 
yñpeculiar Recommendation of the rural Erter- 
rinments; preſented ii our happy Land, they 
| are alloyed by no Apprehenſioiis of Danger: 
No poiſonous Serpent, lurks under the ol 
ſom; nor any ravenous Beaſt. lies ready 
| ſtart from the Thicket- But, I Wander Com 
| a far more exalted Subject. My Phoughts; 
like my Affections, are too eaſitydiverted from 
the Heavens, and detained by inferior Objects. 
Away ; Attention, fromtheſe little Blandiſh- 
ments of the Earth; ſince all the Men of 
the Sky invite thy Regard. 

WI have taken a Turn among the Tombs} 
and viewed the ſolemn Memorials of the Dead: 
in order to learn the Vanity of mortal Things, 
| and to break their ſoft Inchantment. We 
| have ſurveyed the Ornaments of the Garden; 
not that the Heart might be planted in the 
Parterre, or take Root among the flowery Race: 
but chat theſe Delicacies of a Day, might teach 
us to alpire after a beiter Paradiſe; where 
Beauty never fades, and Deli ght is ever in the 
Bloom -A Third Time we Nighted the Can- 
dle of Meditation; and ſought for Wiſdom, not 


in the crauded City. or wrangling Schools; 
Yor. II, OAH Put 
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but in the ſilent and lonely Malis of antient 
Might“. Let us once more indulge the con- 
niletive Vein, and raiſe our Speculations ty 
thole ſublimer Works of the great Creator; 
whichithe Regions of the Sk yrcuntain, and 
this duſky Hour unveils ß. e o 
Ir we have diſcerned the Touqhes of bs Pen. 
FO glowinginthe Colours of Spring; if we 
haveſeen a Sample of his Beneficence, exhibited 
in che Stores of Nature; and a Ray of his 
Brightneſs; beaming in the Blaze of + af - what 
an'infimitely.ncher:FielÞfor-the:-Duplay of hi 
Perſefions;"are the Heavens! Lhe Heavens 
in the moſt emphatical- Manner, declare the 
Glory „of God. The Heavens are -nobly clo. 
quent of the Deity, and the moſt 'magnificen 
Heralds of their Makers Praiſe. They ſpeal 
to the whole Univerſe; for there is neither 
Speech ſo barbarous, but their Language is us 
derſtood; nor Nation ſo diſſant, but -thei 
Voices are heard among them ＋.— Let me then 
in this ſolemn Seaſon, formed; for Though. 
and a calm Intercourſe, with Heaven; let m 
Alete to air ſilent Lane Perhaps, 1 ma) 


he — ; 54 2%. Tt 
8 Riſen to the fevers a Stir the Three pre 
Co wage bes * 1 5 241 44. 18641; gd 14.) . 
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1 Plat, xix. 3. 
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m WM receive ſuch impreſſive Manifeſtations | of the 
n. « eternal Power and Godhead, as may ſhed 
to Religion on mySoul; while I walk the ſolitary 
Shades; and may be a tutelary Friend to my 
Virtue, when the Call of Buſineſs, and the 
Return of Light, eee qe o che In- 
roads of Temptatibn-⸗ Bort ß ent 112 
Taz Iſraeliles, inſtigated) by Fee 
than Devotion, wotſhipped the Hoſt of Heaven. 
And the Pretenders to judicial Aſtrology talk 
Jof, I know not what, myſterious Efficacy; i in 
che different Aſpect of the Stars, or the various 
Conjunction and Oppoſition of the Planets:— 
Let thoſe, who are unacquainted wich the ſure 
Word of Revelation, give ear to theſe Sons of 
Delufion, and Dealers in Deceit. For my Part, 
lit is a Oueſtion of Indifference to me, whether 
iche Conſtellations ſhone with Smiles, or loured 
in Frowns, on the Hour of my Nativity. Loet 
Cuntsr be my Guard; and, ſecure in ſuch * 
, Protection, I Would laugh at their impotent 


clo. 
cent 
peak 
ther 
un. 
thei 
hen, 


agu Menaces. Let Cunlsr be my Guide,; and I 
hall fcorn to afk, as well as 4 ofreceiving, 
mal any predictory Information from ſuch ſerife- 


Ie. 


lels Maſſes —What! ſhall © the Living ſeek 
„to the Dead“? Can theſe Bodies adyertiſe 
me of future Events, which are ungonſcious of 


C Pre 


we, 


e their o.]¹n Exiſtence? Shall I have Recourſe to 
gh, dull unintelligent A Matter, N . . Wee | 
5 I% n N Pg 4, * os i 2 


= 


1 * Iſs, viii. 19. 
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to that alwiſe Being; who, with/one.compre. 
henfive Glance, diſtinctly views whatever i 
lodgeid in che Boſom of Immenſity, or forming 
in the Womb of Fututity? Never, never will 
E fearch for any Intimations of my Fate, but 
oſtan trace my Creators Foolſtebs“, in youder 
ſtarry Plains: In the former Gaſe, they would 
be Teachers of Lyes 5 in dhe latter, they arc 
Oracles of Truth. In this therefore this Senſe 
only, I profeſs myſelf the Pupil of che Stars. 
Tur Vulgar, are apprehenſiwe of nothing 
more, than a Multitude of bright :Spangle, 
dropt over the æthereal Blue. They have 
woods: Ha bas 9113681 --2loftive. Mis et 8 
ler is moſt becoming (ſays a: great Author) ſuch 
** zmperkeQ, Greaguzcs, as, Ne arc, de fantemplete the 
H Works of Cop, with this Deſign, that we may diſcem 
„the Manifeſtations of Wiſdom in them; and thereby 
«© excite in ourſelves thoſe devout Affections, and that 
+, ſuperlative Reſpect, which is the very Eſſence of Praiſe, 
*+ as1t is a reaſonable and moral Service. AyzRNETH! 
on the Allributes. And, indeed, if we are fit cerely dil. 
7 ourſelves in this excellent, 


poſed to emplo this delight. 


ful Duty of "praiſing the infinite Creator; ile Meal, 
and the Moliues, are both at hand. His Works, in a 


7 hich 


pl Eres ee eee en 

nothing is impoſſible ; and Googneſs, which extendct 
to All, which endureth for ever.—T'o give, not a {all 

Diſplay, but only ſome Night Stiles. of thete glorious 
Truths, is the principal Scope of the following Remarks. 


- Tur STARRY! HEAVENS. 11) 


no higher Notion of theſe ſine Appearances, 
thanthat they ate ſo mauy g olden Studs; with 
which/the- '"Ertipyreari Arch is >decorared>=+- 


| But ſtudious Minds, that carry a mofe atcu- 


rate "and ſtrict Inquiry among the celeſtial 


e bring back Advices ofa moſt aſtoniſhing 


Import. Let ame j uſtrecollect the moſt fn aterial 


of choſe 1fuperatbus) Diſcouerixo: in order to 


ſurniſti but p per Subject for Contemplation. 
And let the Unledtned remember; That the 
Scene Jam goingto diſplay, is the Workman- 
ſhip of that incomprehenſible Gov O ig 
»phtfach in Knowledge; and mighty in Power!!“ 
Whole Name, whole Nature, and all whoſe 
Operations, are great and marvellous.“ 


Who ſummons into Being? with equal Eaſe. a 


ingle Grain, or ten thouſand Worlds. — To 


Wi this if we continually advert, the Aſſertions, 
le, though chey will certainly excite our meg ee 
i tion; need not tranſcend our Belief. -/ Las 
* Tus Earth is, in Fact, a round Body; owe 
a euer it may ſeem, in ſome Parts, to be ſunk in- 
2 to 0: Vales and raiſed into Hills *;-1 in other 
'S; 1900966) en 3 1 5 Parts, 
” "4% Kat Writer, I chink, Dr. Derkam, has PRE 6 
n 1 where : an Obſervatiq! n to this Purpoſe— That 0 tofiich 
ho Summits oft Hills, an 'the molt enormous Ridg ges 0 60 
e: tains, are no real” Objection to the Tobular & un 
ky Torn of the Earth. Pecaule, however. the may reiß der 
th it, to 10 0 mite! Sight, vaſtly uneven and deeper; . 
"ll yet, they ear no O re Proportion to the Intire Sur- 
Jus lace of e Faereae Eall, than a Wal tacle of Duſt, c 

| ech 
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Parts, to be ſpread into a ſpacious Plain, ex. 
tending ta the C onfinds of the Heavens, or ter- 
minated bythe Waters of the Ocean. — We 
may ſancy, that it has deep Foundations, and 
reſts upon ſome prodigiouſſy ſolid Baſis. Bu 
it is henden in Marti afolencnis Ather; 
Without any villble Cabſe t upholdd it fron 
above-:or ſupport i from beneath, It may 
ſeem tobe ſedentarydn itꝭ Attitude, and moti- 
onleſs In its Situation. But! it! 180 continually 
ſailing „thru the Depths of che Sky; and in 
the Space of Twelve Months, finiſhes the 
mib zue Which periodical Rotation, | 

produces the Seaſons, and compleats the lie 
Nene proceeds in the annual Circui, no 
it pens upon its own Centre and turns its Bl Cl 
Sides alternately to the Fountain of Light. By of 
which means, the Day dawns in one Hemi- Ca 
{phere; while the Night ſuceeds in the other. chi 
err en f ge one eee, Pur 
b. would s 


aan alone on the Mathematician' $ Clobe. bears to its i 
whole Circumference.. Conſequently the rotund Figur thr 
is no more deſtroyed in the former Caſe, chan in the NW 
latter. —On the ſame Principle, I have not thought it Herr 
neceſſary, to take any Notice of the com aratively {mall W 
Difference, between the Pilar and e 1 70 5 ot 


the/Banth. ner 
* 01 ind 
With \ ITY amazing Seel, 1 Veel i 15 — fo! 
au on the Alluſion), filled with a Multitude of N.; e 


tions, and freighied with all their TR Woes her ma 
Weben the cthezeal o n712} + 


| 
/ 
/ 


delta gebe ker be 
ſcorched ich lexceſſive Hat or languiſſi un- 
der an unintermitted Glare 7 while the other, 
expoſed to the contraty: Extremes, would ebe 
roten to Ice, and buried under a long Oppo- 
tion of diſmal q and. deſtrudtive Darkneſs. 
Ic aNNOHd rear taking Notice; that, inthis 
compound Motion of the Earth the one never 
inter fenas vit h. che / other, but both are perfectly 
combalihle. Is it noi thus, With the Precepts 
of Religion, and the needſul Affairs of the 
preſent Life; not excepting even the innocent 
Gratifications of our Appetites 2. Somes I be- 
lieve,, are apt to imagine, that they muſt re- 
nounce Society, if they devote themſelves to 
CHRIST; and abandon all che Satis factions 
ol! Y World, if they once become zealous 
Candidates for the Felicity of another. But 
his is a very miſtaken Non or elſe a very in- 
Furious Repreſentation, of the Doctrine which 
is according to Godlineſs. It was never intend- 
ed to driye Men into Deſarts; but to lead them, 
through the peaceful and pleaſant Paths of 


orc. 

"ve MY Wiſdom, into the bliſsful Regions of Life e. 

un ernal. Ie was never intended to ſtrike off the 

Wheels of; Buſineſs, or cut, in ſunder the Si- 

nes of. duſtry; but rather, to make Men 

bi aan eee Principle of Conſcience, not 
N. rein the fnſtigations of Avarice;. that to, they 


TL, 


may. promote Weir, imat e 
} | . 3019 337 u 


bt 


neither would it extinguiſh the Delights gf 
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While they” -ovi8R for their temporal Main. 18 
tenanee? It has no Deſigi to extirpate our Paſ. 
ions, but only to reſtrain their Irregularities; 


Senſe; but prevent theit from evaporating int, 
_ Vanity, and ſubſiding into Galt Perſon 
4 eee Santee eh and ye 

joyfubirl GOD? Hes maybtaſte ther Sweei 
of hisveatthly-Eftate;—and/pauhe> ſame Time, 

chefiſh his Hopes of # mobi Inheritance in 
Heaven! The Trader thay proſecute che De. 
and of Commerce; Wit. does lebt to ne- 
goeiate the Affairs of Ris Salvation. The ar. 
o may wear his Sword; may'draw; 1 in aqul 

Cauſe, that murderous Weapon; yet be a good 
Soldier of IESUS GHRIS T, and obtain 
the Crown that fadeth not away! The Paren! 

may lay up a competent Portion for his/Chil- 
dren, and not forfeit his Title to the Treaſures, 
either of Grace or of Glory. — So far is Chriſt- ar 

anity, from obſtructing any valuable Interelt, Li 

or with-holding any real Pleaſure; that 1 H. 
improves the one, and advances the other: Jul Wl ip 
as the diurnal and annual Motions, are fo far Wi ce: 
From claſhing, that they intirely accord; and in- ¶ R: 

ſtead of being deſtructive of each other; by Ag 

mautually blending their Effects, they give Pro. | 
portion and Harmony to Time; Bali and Ste 
hae rp to Nature. 

: of Fs, ho dene is „salbe, the Fant a 


* 1 5 841. f 181099 5:1! 15 ex c 


0 's 


E STARRY! HEAVENS. 121 


is by far the meſt : extenſeve Orb, that ur Eren 


can, AD y-where; behold: : It walld YH 
with Vendund diſtinguiſhed by Trees; and 


adorned wh a Variety: of beautiful Decorar | 


dons. Whereas, 4 a Spectator placed on one 


of the Planets,;cit wears an uniform Aſpect: 


looks all luminous; and aa larger than a Spots 
ToBeings; who dwell at ſtill greater Diſtances, 
it intirely diſappeats— Phat Which we; call, 


I alternately, the Morning and the Evening - Star; 


as in one Part of her Orbit, ſhe rides foremoſt 


in the Proceſſion of Night; in the other, uſhers 


in and anticipates the Dawn; is a planetary 


Worlds; Which, with the four others, that ſo 


wonderfully vary their myſtic Dance, are in 


themſelves dark Bodies, ad ſhine only by 


Reflexion! have Fields, and Seas, and Skies 
of their on: and furniſhed with all Ac- 
commodations for animal Subſiſtence, and 
are ſuppoſed to be the Abodes of intellectual 


Life. All which, together with this our earthl7 


Habitation, are dependent on that grand Di- 


ſpenſer of divine Munificence, the Sun; re- 


ceive their Light from the Diſtribution of his 
Rays, and derive their Comforts from his TOs 
Agency. 32 p | 

Taxi Sun, dich Gi to . its daily 
Yor an EO we is, nithis TOS. 


"fixed 


11 lay, in lis / dere st län Beeten bl or 
exclude, the Revolution of the Sun round its own are, 
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fixed and immoveable. Tis the great Axle gf 
Heaven, about which the Globe we inhabit 
and other more {ſpacious Orbs, Wheel their 
Rated Courſes. —The'' Sun, though ſeeming} 
ſmaller than the Dial it Mlaminates, is abun. 
dantly larger * than this whole Earth; on 
which ſo many lofty Mountains rife, and ſuch 
vaſt Oceans roll. A Line, extending from Side 
to Side, through the Centre of that reſplendent 
Orb, would meaſure more than eight hundred 
thouſand Miles: a Girdle, formed to go round 
its Circumference, would require a Length of 
Millions: were its ſolid Contents to be ell. 
mated, the Account would overwhelin our Un- 
derſtanding, and be almoſt beyond the Powe 
of Language to expreſs f. — Are we ſtartled at 
theſe Reports of Philoſophy: Are we ready 
cry out, in a Tranſport of Surprize? Hos 
mighty is the Being, who kindled ſuch a prod. 
es e be e e ec, nee gion 
* A hundred thouſand Times, according to the lows 
Reckoning. Sir IS AAC Newrow- computes the Sul 
to be 900,000 Times bigger than the Earth; 
Religious Philoſopher, p. 714999. 
„ . Dr. Dzzn am, after having calculated the Dime 
ſions of the Planets, adds, Amazing as theſe Malls 
are, they are all far out done by that ſtupendous Globe 
of Light, the Sun; which; as it is die Fountain 0 
Light and Heat, to all the Planets about it, ſo dot 
+ it far ſurpaſs them all in its Bulk: Its apparent D: 
l ameter being computed at 822, 148 Egli Miles, i 
Ambit at 2,582, 873 Miles, and its ſolid Contents a 
290, 97 1, 00, oo0, oo, oo. Au- Theol. B. I. C. Il. 
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Lions Fire; and keeps alive, from Age to Age, 
{ich an enormous Maſs of Flame! — Let us 
attend our philoſophic Guides, and we ſhall be 


inlarged and more amazing 
Tuis Sun, with all its e "> ap is 


on 
ch but a very little Part of the grand Machine of 
d che Unwerſe. Every Star, though in Appear- 


Lance; no bigger than the Diamond, that glitters 
upon a Lady's Ring; is really a vaſt, Globe, like 
the Sun in Size, and in Glory; no lefs ſpacious, 
no. leſs luminous, than the radiant: Source of 
our Day. So that every Star is, not barely a 

World, but the Centre of a magnificent Syſ- 
tem; has a Retinue of Worlds, irradiated by 
its Beams, and revolving round its attractive 


Wer 


1 at 


yu Influence. All which are loſt, to our Sight, in 
low unmeaſurable Wilds of ther. — That the 


od. bars appear like ſo many diminutive, and 


zou carce diſtinguiſhable Points, is owing to their 
„en immenſe and inconceivable Diſtance. Im- 
menſe and inconceivable indeed it is; ſince 


Sun 
; a Ball, ſhot from the loaded Canton” and 
lying with unabated Rapidity, muſt traxel, at 


me? his, impetuous Rate, almoſt ſeven. hundred 


Valle 
Globe 
211 0! 


| neareſt of thoſe twinkling Luminaries. 
dot 


t D. 

5 x theſe Qblervations?, Yes; » There are Truths 
ents a 994 5 7. Bil 14 85 3 6 *. FP Fo # Tt - 3 0 far 
ons , * See Religiow Philyopher, p. 819 eee 


brought acquainted with Ipecuki ens more 


thouſand, Years*, before it could reach. the 
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far more ſtupendo us; here are $egnes, ſar mon 
extenſive As fihere is no EG of the, Almighty 
Makers Greatueſs ;, ſo 146 Imagination can (e 
Limits te His »+ET eating! Hand. Oo uld you 
foar;beygh dithe/. Moon, and paſs through al 
the plauetarg Hot: could yon wing your 
{Wayſ46ithe: häigheſl/ apparent Star, and take 
your Stand- on- e of thoſe loſtieſt Piuacles of 
Heaven: you would, there, ſee er Skies ex 
-panded ; - ano#her Sun,? diſtrihuting his ines. 
hauſtible Beams by Day: | other Stars, that gill 
the Horrors of the alternate Night: and other“, 
perhaps nobler Sy/tems,- eſtabliſned; .eftabliſh- 
ed, in unknown Profuſion, through the bound. 
leſs Dimenſions of Space. Nor does the Do- 
minion of the univerfal Sovereign terminate 
there. Even at the End of this vaſt Tour, you 
would find yourſelf advanced no farther, than 
the Suburbs of Creation; arrived only at the 
Frontiers of the great Junovan's Kingdom. 
© * See 4ftro-Theology, Book II. Chap. II. W²ber 
| the Author, haying aſſigned various Reaſons to ſuppon 
this Theory of our modern Aſtronomers, adds“ Belide 
e the fore-mentioned/ftrong Probabilities, we have thi 
1% fartlher Recommendation of ſuch an Acchunt of th 
Univerſe, that it is far more magnificent and. worth 
enn 
Schemes. PRIESTS? . a 1 K e Fry" 275 
1463.8 4hbd : $a eee 


5 + Job, "after a moſt beautiful Diſſertation, on th 


mi ghty Works of GOD; as they are diſtributed throug 
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Ad do they tell me; That ths) Sun, the 
Moon, and all the Planets „ure but a litile Part 
of HIS Works ? Flow great then, art Mis 
Signs! Aud how mighty are his Monders 
And if ſo;\what is CREATOR Himſetf! 
How fat exalted above all Praiſet!/Wha is fo 
high ; chat he loo down on the higheſt” of 
theſe dazling Spheres; and ſees even the Sum- 


mit of Creation in a Vale: ſo great, chat this 


prodigibus Extent of Space, is but a Point in 
is reſence; and all this Confluence of 
Worlds, as the lighteſt! Atom, that fluQuates 
in Air; and fports in the rr nent Eee 
ror deen „a Tov | 


er e * from hi n of plies to Mie 

ery Depths of Hell; cloſes the magnificent Account 
vic this Acknowledgment : ; Lo! theſe are Parts of his 
Ways. Or, as the original Word more literally lignifies';” 
and may, I think, be more elegantly rendered; Fheſe 
are only the Skirts, the very outermoſt. Borders of lis 


| Works: No more "thug a {mall Preface to the immenſe 


Volume of the Creation. —From an Hebrew Word ren- 
dered Extremitates, I cannot forbear thinking, on the ex- 
treme and very attenuated Tibres of the Root, when com- 
pared with the whote Subſtance of the Trunk; or on the 
exquiſite] fmall Size of the capillary Veſſels, when com- 
prod ith the whole Structure of the Body. en Fra 
Dan. iv. 3 

4 Tis. 5 puts me in mind of a very line Remark on z 
ſcriptural Beauty; and a ſolid Correction of the com- 
mon Tranflati n; made by that learned, ſagacious, and 
Expoßtor Fifringe — Ila. xt; 15). We find it 
vritten Gf the Supreme h ee k elt aß the Nes 
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Tow moſt ſublime and: incomp rehenſibly 
gloriolts GO hOWIamoverwhelmed with 
Awe HOW Junk imo the loweſt Proſtration of 
Mind? When Lobnſider thy excdllent Gree. 
ge, Land mycowir utter Infignificancy! And 
have Llexdeffwely mean as am have I enter 
taitedUnyeonceted vApprivienſionsbf myſelf: 
Hive Pfeltthe leuſt Elatemonteof Thought, in 
the Preſence of majeſtic und adorable a Be- 
ing? He% cmodld this wound me with Sorrow, 
atid cr me iu Confuſion? O my G00, 
Was I poſſeſſed of alliche high Perſeflions 
Which accempliſh and adorn the Angels of 
Eight; amlidſt all theſe noble Endowments; I 
T8 ANY " 22146 571 1 | (3 T9 Tis 115 +] {7 1619 7 would 
2111 it} OA! 189100 7 et AN 1 7 N 
Aba very little Thing. Which, our Critic ob 
ther anſwerable to the Import of the Original, nor con- 


1110 ÞD 1 
ſerves + Þ net- 


# 


. to the Structure of the Diſcourſe, The Prophet 
1ad no Intention to inform Mankind, what che Al. 


light y could do, with regard to the Iſlands, if he pleaſed 
6exertuncontroulable. Power, His Deſign was to ſhew, 
0 änſignificant, or rather what mere Nothings they are, 
Nh Efteers, and before his Majeſty. —The Iſlands, 
1975 Is though ſo ſpacious, as to afford Room for the 
Erection of Kingdoms, and the Abode of Nations; 
dhougli ſo ſtrong, as to withſtand, for many Thouſands 


-of-Yeers, the, raging and reiterate] Aſſaults of the whole 
10 , World; are yet, before the adored JenovyAan, 
| 177 as the minuteſt Grain, which the Eye can feaite 
"diſcern; light as the feathered Moth, which) t le ledl 
Breath hurrie away like a Tempeſt, ) Tuſul4; | fun 
Ae du, quod avolat. The deep-rooted lands are as lie 
volatile Atom, which, þ 125 gentleſt Undulations of the 
Air, ts wafled io anc (By perpetual Agttation, 


XY,  Sol<q nite Auer wot 8 -- 4 


„ as. end we a tt as io lows tos 
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8 r 
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would fall;down in the dacht Hhaſement, Arby 
Feet. Loſt in the inſinitely / daperian Blaze c of 

thy uncreated Glories; L would; confeſs any: 
ſelf, to be Nothing; to be leſs than Nothing, 
and Vanity. How much more [ought to 


maintaln the moſt unſeigned Humiliation, be- 5 


24 


ſore thy Divine Majeſty; arbedan mes aul 
Duſt andi Aſhos: but a Compound of Igno- 
e and Depravity l e 


Wͤiir n, beholding this vaſt/Expanſe; ! learn 


my on extreme Meannefs; I would alſo dil- 


cover the abject: Littleneſs of all terreſtrial 


Things. — What is the Earth, with all, her 
oltentatious Scenes, compared wich this aſto- 
niſhingly grand Furniture of the Skies? What, 


but a dim Speck, hardly perceivable in the 


Map of the Univerſe? It is "obſerve by a very 
judicious Writer“. That if the Sun himſelf, 


which enlightens this Part of the Creation, was 
extinguiſhed ; and all the Hoſt of planetary 
Worlds, which move about him, were anni- 


hilated; they would not be miſſed; by an Eye 
that can take in the whole Compaſs of Nature, 
any more than a Grain of Sand upon the Sea 
Shore. The Bulk of which they * and 
the Space which they occupy, is ſo exceedingly 
little in tomperiton of the Whole; that their 
Los vduld ſcarce leave a Blank, in the Im- 
| Jy of Gov $1 'Works|—It: then, not. our 
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Globe ou 10 chis Whole Syſtem, be ſo very 
dim went 0 Har is: a King don dun 
: W Land ſhips, 7 owe lo much 


ad ivy: Patrinionies ' thoſe. 95 e "tiled 
8 PT, When | eat CENT my 
little 1 7 oe e Fae Fin Toud 
0 hl ons 4 1 U 0 whey 1 0 the 
E 185 ny 2nd rings 
an [2 25 ty is their 
Size, rope 


| ; Figu e 1 
flixint 95 135 Bork Cy Fig Ty hey 


V HEN 12 ip 950 Ea: Aer above all 
the fe 1 * Race, and ee cheir very Sight 
en The wings her Way, wit h direct 

TI WW, he 'Steep of Heaven!!! an nd, teadily 
ga Zing « on the meridian Sun, accounts its Dem 
in Splendors all her own : Does ſhe then re- 
gard, with any Solicitude, the Mole that is fly- 
ing in che Air, or the Duſt which ſhe ſhook from 
ber Feet? And ſhall this eternal Mind, which 


ble of contemplating | its Creator: 


— 


1 Bite, as to ſigh for the Tinſels of State; or 
fo poor covelous, as to graſp after ample Ter: 
ritories on 2 Needle's s Point Pea under the 


5276 T& IG 11185 511 fs 179) 917 © Influenc: 


11 169 ain belle r. 


by * Juval ble det vaganiem Gini J 4 riders 


el fo{am cum aur terram. | 
We. . TORE 1 5 er. Lyr. 


lory;. which is intended to enjoy the Vi- 
ſions Rp his Countenance ; ſhall iz eternal 
Mind, endued with ſuch great Capacities, and 

made for ſuch exalted Ends, be fo ignobh) an- 
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Influence. of fuel. Conſiderations I. feel; my 
dead expand d, and 7 8 es acquire A 
| Tum of Spb, My chrobbing Deſires 
after worldly Grandeur, die away; 3 a 11 kind 
myſell, if notpoſſeſſed of Power, yet ſuperior 
to its my long, 3 75 own, have 

my Affe ions been pinioned nity, and im- 
WEL ne S Clod [Br 185 5 | e ty 
break the Shagkles *. : Thele 


Objects 5 open. the 
Door of Liberty. 4 My Sour. ed by ſuc 00 
Proſpects, weighs Anchor from this liftle Nook; 
and coaſts, no longer, about its conttacted 
Shores; dotes no longer on its painted Shells. | 
The Tumenſity 'of Things, 18 her Rapge;, and 
an Infinity of Bliſs, is her Aim, _ e "Kee 

Brenor p this immenſe Expanle, * admire 
the Condeſcenſi on ofthy Goy.—In this Manper, „ 
an inſpired and princely Aſtronomer, 1 improy- 
ed his Survey of the nocturnal Heavens. Mien 
I confider. thy. Heavens, cuen the Works of. thy. 

Fr ers, the Moon and the Stars which Thow., 
1010 ordained „ Jam ſmitten with Wo 175 at- 
thy Glory, and cry out in a Tr -anſp ort j f Gra-, 
ide, L ORD, what. is Man, That ths art. 
* The Soul of. Man: was 3 to walk ha Skis. 155 5 
1 Delightful Outlet ok her Priſon here! | 
N diſincumberd from her Chains, le s 
Ok Toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large; 


\ There freely can reſpite, dilate, extend, © 
n full 1 let looſe all her Powers, 
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minllfabofhim hon tHe Sb Man, that Thou 
vi tell im & f. How :onazing(Ihdio:oharming 
4 gs:thatl Dise BenignityliHhich is pleaſed to 
bod vir its ſacred Regfards;: to. fo. fooliſh 
and worthleſt a Creature Nea; diſdains no; 
Gan the Height of infinite Exaltation, to ex. 
244 tendläts kind ro wide nal Care) £0-0ur mol 
. Concerns!— This is amazing. But 
. chat ther Evetlaſling Sovereign ſhould giv 
his Son, 40 be made Fleſh, and become oui 
A Bavicur“ Shall 1 call it a Miracle ot conde. 
N Goodneſs ? Rather, What are all 
| . RO, what are all Myſteri a this in 
ee ah - 

Han the brighteſt: Archavigeb: Lins, nail 
bungen to come down, with the Olive- Brauch 
of Peace in his Hand, ſignifying his Eternal 
Makers Readineſs. to be reconciled ; on our Wil +: 
, bended Knees, with Tears of Joy, and a To. 
rent of Thankfulneſs, we ought to have receivel i * 
che tranſporting News. But when, inſtead o 

" ſuch an angelic Envoy, He ſends His on. 
1 begotten Son ; his Son beyond all Though n 

* illuſtrious, to make us the gracious Overture: d 
ends him from the Iabitation of his He- 
5 Alineſs and Glory,” to put on the Infermiiui e 
a tf and dwell in a Tabernacle d : 
Clay: ſends Him, not barely to make us v 
t cen bene Vite but to abide mY e in ou '* 


TESTES ZR Yolo 94 C 17 1 inſerie F 


+0 ines s Us: 8 18 


18 18488 » Pfl. viii. 19 


55 ; 

2 © = * 

3 on, — 
r 
N 


Tut ST ARRT HEAVINS. 131 


CN Ts 
8 


inferior and miſerable World: ends Him, | 
85 not to exerciſe Dominion ov. Monarchs, but 5 


0 weat out his Life in the ignoblel Form of a 
deruant; and; at laſt] to make his Exit under 
the inamdus Character of a Maleſactor ! Was 


- PD 
r " — Te 
* n 


— I r * 
- r =: — 
* r 


SS Z 
TC 
wow on Fg mit 
© os 
n 
r 
* 


J ever Love like this? Mid ever Grace ſtoop ſo 1 
ol low 77 Should the Sun be fhorn of all his 
ut : 8111 tt 21 HI 2rnt395n0Mld gig gacbiant ji 
„e THis tchainds” me of a very noble Bitte of [ſacred 


1 infinite, felf-exiſtent, inmôrtf G0 D. | Yet, in, Mercy 

to Sinners, He emptied Himſelf of the incommiunicable 
ail. Honours, and laid aſide he Robes of incomprehenſible 
0 Glory. When He entered upon His mediatorial State, 
| inſtead of acting in the grand Capacity of univerfat So- 

vereign, He took upon him the Form of a Servant. And not 
Our the Form of thoſe miniſtering Spirits, whoſe Dat: is 
or. Dignity itſelf; who are throned, though adoring. He 


ure: deemer's Love. For, being found in Faſfion as 4 Man, He 

Ho-: ended Himſelf farther fill. Occupied the loweſt Place, 

47 where all was low and ignoble. He not only ſubmit- 8 
N ted to the Yoke of the Law, but alſo bore the Iufirmities, - 
lc a and miniſtered to the Neceſſities of Mortals: le even ja 
us waſhed the Feet of others, and had not where to lay his 6 
ou en Head. - Tea, he carried His meritorious N 


eros 5 to the very epeſt Degrees of poſſible Abaſement. 


1 5 | 8 
became obedient unto Death—And not to a common or 
ES AE TI PLES of 12 CR 
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radiant Honours, and degraded into a Clod of 
the Vulleys; mould all the, Pignitarics of 
Heaven bo depofed from thelr Thitbries and 
degenerate into Inſecis of a Day; great, great 
would be the Abaſement. But no/hing to Thing 
moſt'bleffdiJedvs!:* nothir ng to Thine, Thou 
Prince pf Peace; Mhen, ler us Men, and for 
out Salaftbn, Tho ddülſt net Abhör the carte 
ccommodatihns of the Manger, Thou didf 
not Decline” eben the 1 Horrors of the 
Grave. Inn 
"T1 welt, the hired Oraeles have Wien this 
Docbine, the moſt explicit Confirmation, and 
Evidenc . quite inconteſtable. Otherwile, 2 
Favour 0 undeſerved, ſo unexpected, and rich 
beyond all Imagination, might ſtagger our Be- 
lief,—Could HE, who launches all theſe 
11 5 Globes, through the illimitable Void; 
2 leads them on, from Age to Age, in their 
extenſive Career; could Hx reſign his Hands, 
to be confined by the girding Cord; and his 
Back to be plowed, by the bloody Scourge ! ht 
Could Hz, who crowns all the Stars with i in- 
eftinguiſhable Brightneſs ; be Himſelf defiled 
with Spitting, and disfigured with the thorny 
Scar? It is the greateſt of Wonders, and yet 
the ſureſt of Truths. iP per wag 00 
nnn 18 D Wy l 


LC 18 AS 


natural Death; but a Dear di l al he 
Gibbet; more  torterous than the Rack cen lle: ac- 
curſed Death of the Croſs.” Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
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ago, at your, valt af Ping med b 
cuits. FREAK Jug Amazement, ceaſes, 107 ric. 
ther; is 1 allowed up h mach nere, 
lupendo ; Merhinks, ygurqngrmans; 
10 b eee 

unde pen dhe are contrateditÞ Ar Shen 


e upon theffar more cleyated.” | 
. i Depths; the ke * e. 


ended Lengths, and unlimite 29 chis 
Love of. ED io in C CHR IS 187 71 US... 5 501 
ConTEeraTING this Fah Eg 6 2 1 
| 


a Mirror, which repre ſents, 12 0 7 55 
Colours, the Heinouſneſs of zuman Gu e 
Ty tho fand Volumes; wrote on purpoſe, to 
diſplay the Aggravations of my various Adds of . 
[Dil obedience ; could not ſo effectually convince . 
meof their inconceivable Enormi Ity, as che Con- 
ſderation of that all- glorious Perſon t; 4 who, to. 
make Wy tonement for them, ſpilt the, 440 
| Drop of 5 Blood. I have ſinned, may every 
Child of Adam ſay; and what ſhall I do upto. 
Thee, 07 hou. wee, g Men + ? Shall Foe, 
% bus 15 1 e 
| * Eph. ili. 18, 19. | 


uo quiſque alitus aſcendit in 4 ok . eo 
| hro — peccati atrocilatem cognoſcel. 


REA, ih W gt Peek rver..as it ſtands in gur Vers... 
ion, bye bſerver ich Phraſe, as it, denotes © 
the exact and incellant 4 e of the diyine Lye; as it 


inti mates. 
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1! Fir ſtaborn lor. ALY Franſgre ſhon, the Fruit 


1 uad for the. Sin of) my Soul? Vain 
Gon 5 7 0 and uch as MDld be rejedted 
by the bleſſed Gon; with che utmoſt Abhorrence 
Will all the Potentates, that way, the Sceptre 
nat eee e and 


| honqured: Fives, tg.geſcun an ghnoxious.Cra 


türe fromthe; Stroke of Vengeance Alessi 
ur cot more; 1ncomparably more to expiat 


9 e Malignuy of Sin, and fave a guiky. Wieck 


om Hell.— Will all the Principalities of He: 
ven be content to aſſume my Nature, and relign 


chemſelves to Death ſor my Pardon*? Nun 


* 
ro 
* * 


intimates the abſolute Impoſſibiliiy, that any Tran 
greſſion ſhould eſcape the divine Notice; is evident) 
moſt. proper, both to aſſign the Reaſon, and heighten 
the Emphaſis of the Conteekkkkkt. 

- * MiLTon ſets this Thought in a very poetical and 
ſtriking l the Sanctities of Heaven, fand 
round the Throne of the ſupreme Majeſty, Gov fore- 
ſees and foretels the Fall of Man; the Run, which wil 
una voidably enſue on his Tranſgreſſion; and the utter 
Impoſſibility, of his being able to extricate himſelf, tron 
tea dbyl of Miſery, to yon no ID 
He, with his whole Mferiiy, muſt. die 1 
Die he, or Juſtice muſt; unleſs for Him 
Some other able, and as willing ay 555 ng 1 75 F 1505 
Tue rigid Saligſaclion, Dealh for Death. Bn 


"> _ 1 »* OY 5. * 4 
Fe bas 30511608 


After which altecking Repreſentation, intended 10 rai 


the molt. tender Emotions, of Piiy z, mer following W 
Ted, to all the ſurrguading Angels: 


198 A 2 104 * * 


ui *. is, acldre 


1 
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his. hwould bel to mean 4 Satibfachion, for 105 
bie 5 Juflices too ſcanty a Repatati 0 tl. 00 
Goy's injured Honour. 80 flagrant 18 Kum : 


e. WE Guilt; that“ nothing, put a Vickihr of mnfenit 
r: Dignity, could conftitute an adequate Propitia- 
on. Ho who! fad, Tt there be Eiglit, ard 


and imchetttatel y4he lüe⸗Gurtains flox oY ee i 
the Sky Herald (ARE BITES" Te wüfl To 


. ns Sul in Agonies, if ever füch Tranſgteſ- 
gl ots are pardoned. 61 9016 o 179100; 38 
ve Wi "How vaſtis that Debt; Which all che Weältli 


of both the Indies cannot diſcharge! How viti- 
** ated 


"Fay, heay' nly Pow': 15. Fer we find fuck Love? 133 
Which of 3 you will be mortal, to redeem 
Man' 5 mortal Crime? and die, the Dead to ſave 5 ? 

Le aſk'd ; but all the heav nly Choir flood mule, | 


in Und Silence. Was in Heaven. — 
lor. There is, to me at leaſt, an inimitable Spirit ah 
WW beauty, In, the leſt Circumſtance. —That ſuch an innu- 


herable Multitude, of generous and compaſſionate Be- 
vgs, ſhould: be ſtruck dumb with Surprize and Terror, 
t the very Mention of The deadly Forfeiture and Ranſom 
et! No Language is ſo eloquent as this Silence. Words 
ould not poſſibly have expreſſed, in ſo emphatical 
Manner, the dreadful. Nature of the Taſk ; os abſolute 
Inability of any or all, Creatures to execute 3 z the — * 


eminent and malchleſs Love of the Ete rng eh hi 
0 nütealing che tremendous Work; no hen 
og l eluctance, but unſought and Wanted "7 1155 Rea- 


neſs, Ataerity,” and Delight. Pa; adiſe Loft, Book II. 
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there was Light; Pet here bea Fikfhament. 


fierce Fortberts of Grutifslen; and: „dur 00 | 
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ated that Habit of Body; which all the Drugs 
produced by Nature herſelf, cannot redify 
But how much more ruined was thy Condition, 
O my Soul! how much more heinous wen 
_ thy Crimes! Since nothing leſs than the Sul. 
ferings and death of Meffiah, the Son of Gon, 
and radiant Image of his Glory, could effec 
thy Recovery. or cancel thy Iniquity. T hough 
perhaps, thou art not ſunk fo very deep in 
Pollution, as ſome of the moſt abandoned 
Profligates ; yet remember the ineſti mable Ran- 
ſom, paid to redecm thee from everlaſting De. 
ſtruction. Remember this; and never open 
thy Mouth any more, cither to murmur a 
the-Divine Chaſtiſements, or to glory in thy 
own Attainments. Remember this; aud even 
* loath thyſelf f for the Multitude of thy Pro- 

« yocations,” and thy great Baſeneſs. 

Onct more: Let me view this beautilul 
this magnificent Expanſe; and conceive ſome 
juſter Apprehenſions, of the unknown Rich. 
neſs of my Sauiour s Atonement.— I am inſom. 
ed by a Writer, who cannot miſtake, that tht 
High- prieſt of my Profeſſion, who was alſoth 
Sacrifice for my Sins, is higher than the He: 
vensÞ more exalted. in Dignity, more bright 
wich Glory, than all the heavenly Manſions 
and all their ilftuſtrions Inhabitants. If m 


YON 


6 I 3. 3 j 8 & #1 &Þ \ - & UP . . G | 


Beek. xvi. 63. + Ezck. xxxvi. 31. + Heb. vii. 2 
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« MWHeart was humbled, at the Conſideration of its 
y exceſſive Guilt; how do all my drooping 
Powers revive, at this delightful Thought! ? 
The poor Criminal, that ſeemed to be tolter- 


ing on the very Brink of the infernal Pit; is- 
raiſed, by ſuch a Belief, even to the Portals of 


Ji 
@ WP aradile. My Self-abaſement, I truſt, will al- 
c> {vas continue; but my Fears, under the In- 


fluence of ſuch a Conviction, are quite gone © 
do not, I cannot, doubt the Ethcacy of this 
Vor. II. | N 7 Pro- 


* Iam ſorry to find, that ſome of my Readers were a 
little diſguſted at this Expreflion, ** My. Fears are quite 
gone. As thinking, it diſcovered a TinQure of Arro- 
gance in the Writer, and tended to diſcourage the weak 
Chriſtian. But, I hope a more mature Conſideration 
ill acquit me, from both theſe Charges. For, what 
Das the Author ſaid ? Only, that at ſome peculiarly hap- 
& Moments, when the Holy Ghoſt bears Witneſs of 
Cirisr in his Heart, and he is favoured with a Glimpſe 
if the Redeemer's matchlefs Excellency—that, in theſe 
righter Intervals of Life, his trembling Fears, with re- 
ard to the deciſive Sentence of the great Tribunal, are 
turned into pleaſing Ex pectations. And what is there in 
ſuch a Declaration, offenſive to the /triffeft Modeſty, or 
ee to the weake/i Believer ? Inſtead of creating 

Diſcouragement, it points out the Way to obtain a ſet- 


He ed Tranquillity. Its natural Tendency is, to engage 
igt he ſerious Mind in a more conſtant and attentive Medi- 
ation, on the unknown Merits of the Divine M EDI- 
101 WA TOR. And were we more thoroughly : acquainted, ' 
more deeply affected, with his unutterable Dignity; I am 


perſuaded, our uneaſy Apprchenſions would proportion- 
ly vaniſh 3 our Faith be + nl our Hopes bright- 
ned, and our Joys large. 
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Pvopitiations = u I ifer a Glimpſe: of its 


0 

match leſs Excellency ; and vertly, belteve myſelf 05 

intereſbedl in td Merits; ERnO-.] not What it i, u 

bee „anhnstmiſgivingo Suſpicions; but am 80 

Redfaft in Fuith; and goytul through ee un 

e BUumνnd/•ꝛuities like Debis of. Millions d the 
Talents, here is more than full Payment ſot al 


at puodigiouscS um! Lerthe Enehiy of Man- 
kind ando>Gocafero the Breihten, load me 
Wich! Invwedivks; dhis one Plen, A Dione Re. qu 
Acemurs died, moſtitlioroughly »quaſhes ever e 
Indiment, For, though chere be much bu 
Pürpirude, and manifold Tranſgreſſions, WW me 
EO there is no Gondemnatidn to thoſe that are I 1 
Non Cnkosr!Juvs N+=Nay; were I chargeabe Wil © 
With all the vileſt Deeds, which have been 
16PMamitzeg, ino every Age of the World, by 
cvety Nation of Men; even in this moſt deplo 
| 24e Cafe; I need not ſink into De pair. Even 
fuck [Guile though grievous beyond all Ex: 
Prei 10D, is not, to be compared with that 4 
- dundance-of Grace and Righteouſneſs, which 
_— in the incarnate Divinity.— How grea, 
"How tranſtendently glorious, are the Perfeflion 
157 ba arable EH! So great, ſo ſuper 
lately precious is the Exhiation ol the.dying 
12 Tis impoſſible fot the human Mind 

cle kk A eee too highly; sin. 
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poſſible for tlie nu MUR PuxnitexT}toiconfedlt 
im it / too ſteadihy. The Scriptures] thelSoripr 
mres of eternal Truth haue ſhid at neui 
goulz in che Beliefe of ic hat nhe! MDꝗ 
on which we frely, is Gob's:own: Mond N gf 
bercbore All. fufficient to expiate, mnipotent 
6 fettes Held Som ei ond 21S T 
DAD, Dadepeigions Sinner, but;;more 
exemplary: Sdint;| feems| $0: Have een: well act 
quainted.. with chis comfortable Th. What 
elſe can be the Import of ithatwvery,veraarkable, 
but moſt devout 3 © T howefhaltArrge 
net weeh Hyſſop op, and Þfhall be ictean HHO halt 
waſh:ime, and I ſhallibe 1ohiten than d nο—lr T 
* haye been guilty, 1 muſt confeſs, of the moft 
md 37d nvidw Abell feli di I g= 
mined Sinner; g is it not Hikely i0 Opens Door for 
: aid embolden Trau. greſſors to / proſerme 
their VI G E82—No: It is the moſt powerful 15 
to that P52 0 Repentance, which Flows, fr bY 
ſigned of Goo; and o operates in a heart) Rate 
tion of all Sin. One, wha knew the unteafutähle 
Goodueſs of the Loup, and was no Stranger tothe h- 
ful Perverſeneſs of our Nature, ſays, There is Mytcp,plith 
Thee AG HREFORE, Hal thou be feared. Pal. exx 15 
| 17 Words, full to my Purpoſe; which at a . 
0 Authority to this Sentiment, and dried 
| Minds to its'proper Influence, and a Laytorinntel 
bait ASD 50 As K 28. ** L* Weh 


II T Hal. 4 Flog fol Urge... n 
| 10 458 Fa: new one. n 1 is fp nab 7 
18 of a more ſtedſaſt Belief, and erg the higheſt 


ioonend the Divine dus. „Wards Words in- 
| tended 
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 Rmplignted and; fhocking Crimes; Crime, 

0 metlby pron AgegryanngGircumſlanc 
30 garde iylelf, ary Neighbour, and 
MR HO. MIA ev, 79 Have, began ele 
Mo art Men, and the dilliaguiſhed, Favourit 
F 51 ft4h gag Wear ORR, tun, che 
| big = Sear ep bee e - bas; been 
15 Parablyanyured; mg QD,whe; migh 
NL pl eee eee gl 
nr By antes eee jplation 
340d Bie Law. all. horidang.exectableas 
dn ences.) nathing 142 the ſuperabun- 
5 San Mejigfy grab, Redęemen, who was 
* promiſed: from.atheq Foundations, of th 
+ World hd whom: bmx Fathers, truſted; 
<4 whois the Hope af all the Ends of the Earth 
* 4 PRE Ems J by. be more loathſome, 
+ with adulterous Impurity, t than the Dung hill 
1 « though 98 ry and Murder have rendered 
* # eyen blac k jay.) the Gloom of Hell; ye, 
% walked abe, . ountain opened for Sin and 
or, Lnelgannels * I ſhall be—I fay not, pure 
54 BY. this, were a Diſparagement to the El. 
Ao FACY\ of my Saviour s Death; but I hall be 


alf as, the, Lih, and white as: the Snow, 
g « 7 
or bus e157 or SiS nn EEC dvr: «Nay 


wo * Aal 4 5e £ iutiusd ©: 
Be nde 15 TN bear 9 more Ts common petition 
} 


n ot to to he expreſſive 0 5 2 noble“ Hefe pon of 
rather Ha Inge noe 


ThE STARRY HEAVENS) 141 
« Nay, let me not derogate From the'glotious 18 
« Object of my Confidence p cleahfe by thi 
« ſovereign” TE in! Sefealy, E n be 
« fairer than the full-blown Lily, whiter than 
be nehw-faſſett Shows!) 05 1 0 
POWER, faith the Scripture] belongeti un- 
60D *. Aland in What majeſtic Littes, is 
this Attribute of JenVA witten, thor iy 


the whole Volume of the Creation®Eſpe 


throught thoſe magnificent Pages, ALA 7, 
yonder larry Regions. Which ate“ adde 
tiled, by the ſweet and ſeraphic Singer of nel, 
« The Firmament of his Power f. HBetauſe, 
the grand Exploits of Onnipotence are there gil 
payed, with the utmoft Pomp; and retorded, 
in the moſt legible Characters. 13 eo 
Wo, that looks upward to the's ATED 
Sky ; and, with an Eye of Reaſon, beholds! its 
rolling Wonders; who can forbeat inquiring, 
Of what were thoſe mighty Orbs' formed? — 
Amazing to relate! They were produced with- 
out Materials. They ſprung from Emptineſs 
ſelf. The ſtately Fabric of univerſal Nature 


emerged out of Nothing —What' Inſtruments 


were uſed by the Supreme Architect, to faſttion 
the Parts with fuch exquiſite Niceneſs, and to 
give {c lo beautiful a Poliſh to the whole? How 


all x Was, onneded 1 into one finely-propotrions 


and nob y-laniſhed ah Bos Hops Fa 7 


Ng camp 
Pal. Ixii. 11. f Pfeil. . 
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compliſhed all. LET YTREM SE, ſaid Goh. 
He added no more; and jmmediatcly the 
marvellous Edifice arole ; adorned, with ever 
Beautyg diſplaying ännumetrable Pextections, 
and declaring,, amidfl,.coraptur'diSeraphs, is 
great Creator:$|Pjaile. 11 By the Word of the 
% Lon were the Heavens made, and all the 
Hoſt of them by the Breatſi ol his Mouth *. 
What dorchful Machinery faxed lome of thoſe 
ponderousGlobes,,on an immopeable bahs! 
What irreſiſtible Impulle bow!edothers,through 
the. Circuit of the Heavens? What coercive 
Energy conſined cheirimpetuous Courſes, wich- 
in Limits aſtoniſhingly large, yet moſt mi- 
nutcly ttue? Nothing but his ſoverergn Til 


& JG þ 


If this Thought is admitted a Second Time, and 
ſufſered to ennoble the next Paragraph; it is partly, be. 
cauſe of its unequalled Sublimity ; partly, becaule it 2. 
wakens the moſt grand Idea of creating Power; and 
partly, becauſe the Practice of the Halmiſt, an Authorny 
too great to be controverted, is my Precedent, —1 hc 
beautiful Stanza quoted from Hal. xxxili. 6. is a Prool, 
how thoroughly the Royal Poet entered into the Me. 
jeſty of the Moſaic Narration. The Repetition of the 
Sentiment, ver. 9. intimates, how peculiarly he was 
charmed,” with that noble Manner, of deſcribing the Di- 
vine Operations. While the Turn of his own Compo. 
fitivh ſhews, how perfectly he poſleſſed the ſame elevates 
Fay of thinking. And this, long before'Longinus wrote 
the celebrated Treatiſe, which has\taught the Heathen, 
#5 well'as the Chriſtian World, to admire the Digi) 


of the Few#h Legiſlator's Stile. Vid, Lo. de Sus. 


lim, Se&, IX, 
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For all Things were at firſt conſtiruted rand 
all to this Day (abide; '*accordingihte fis 
« Ordimande i nnn ib eyollsvisa 
WirtovT any toilfome Aſſiduity or labe- 
nous Procels, to! raiſe—to'/touch—to" ſpeak 
ſuch a Multitude of immenſe Bodies into Be- 
ing to launch them through the Spaces of the 
Sky, as an Arrow from the Hand of a Giant 
—to impreſs on ſuch unthield) Maſſes a Moti- 
on, lar out-ſtripping the Swiftnels of the 
winged Creation and to continue them in 
the lame rapid Whirl for Thouſands and 


Thouſands of Vears— What an amazing In- 


fiance of infinite Might is this !-—Can any 


| thing be impoſſible to the Lorp,” the Lorp 


Gon; the Creator and Controuler, of all the 
; Ends h 


* To give one Inſtance of this Remark.-—The Earth, 
in the diurnal Revolution, which it performs on its own 
Axis, whirls about at the Rate of above a Thouſand Miles 
an Hour. And as the great Orbit, which it deſcribes 
annually round the Sun, is reckoned. at 540 Millions 
of Miles, it muſt travel near a Million and a Half, each 


Day. What a Force muſt be requiſite, to protrude ſo 


valta Globe: and wheel it on, loaded as it is, with 


huge Mountains, and ponderous Rocks, at {ſuch a pro- 
digious Degree of Rapidity ! It ſurpaſſes, human Con- 


ception!— How natural, how pertinent, how almoſt ne: 
cellary, after ſuch an Obſervation, is the Acknowledg: 


ment made by holy Job! I know that Tu ou canſt do every 


Ting, ani that, mo. Thought, no imaginable Scheme, can 
be withholden,from thee, can lie beyond thy Power to ex- 


ecute. Chap. xlii. 2. 132 ml 
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Ends of the Earth, all the Regions of the Uni. 
verſe? Rather, is not all that we count difficult 
perfect Eaſe to that glorious Being, who only 
fpake, and the World was made“ ? Who only 
gave command, and the ſtupendous Axle was 
| lodged faft, thelofty Wheels moved complete? 
What a ſare Defence, O my Soul, is this 
everlaſting Strength of thy God ! Be this thy 
continual Refuge, in the Article of Danger; 
this thy never-fatling Reſburte, in every Time 
of Need. 5 
Wrar cannot this uncontroulable Power, 
of the great IEHOVAH, effect for his People? 
Be their Miſeries ever ſo galling, cannot this 
Gop relieve them? Be their Wants ever {6 
numerous, cannot this | Gor ſupply them? Be 
their Corruptions within, ever ſo inveterate; or 
their Temptations without, ever ſo importunate; 
cannot this mighty, mighty Gov ſubdue the 
former, and ſortify them againſt the latter! 
— Should Trials, with an inceſſant Vehemence, 
fift thee as Wheat; ſhould Tribulation, with a 
Weight of Woes, almoſt grindthee to Powder; 
ſhould Pleaſure, with her bewitching Smiles, 
| folicitthee 40 delicious Ruin; yet hold thee 
* faſt by Gop,” and lay thy Help upon Him, 
that ts omnipocentf, Thou cant not bein 
EN IC hee ond e e ern A 


Ni 3550 . Y KY * Pſal. xxxii. 9. 45 | 310 144 3.14.01 
It is a moſt charming Deſcription, as well as a mol 
comfortable Promiſe, which we find in Ia. xl. 29, Jn 
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volved. in ſuch calgmito us. Cireamſances;.gn 
expoſed.to ſuch, iuminent Peril; but ghy Gon, 
10 N thou ferxeſt, is ablejzodehiver;thectrom, 


the one, / and: to, ſuppeit eee the oh 


To uh hort l ton deliper,! Let x jo 5 


honourthefunlimited Greatneſs o of his F over 
He is ablg tꝙexalt 1 hee, fram the deepeſi Pi- 
| refs; rothe mg triumppant Joy; and. t 


make even a neee Exile, nk 


alen fas thy cyerlaſiing, Gopd.. * 451 1 
, NO | 


41 K 1 L K 
1 1 * ; * 7 { Te ö m — — wh 
9104 aldgfgrorioodamg 21 OfREY TEM 


31. He [giveth Power to the Feeble,; +. and) to tnem ga 8 | 
| 1 Might at. all, He not only. imparteth, but increaſeth 
Strength ; making” it. to abound, where it id not 

much is exiſt. ithout this Aid of IE HO AH. even ie 
. Youths," amidſt the very Prime of their Vigour and Acz 
| tivity,: Hall become languid in their Work, and weary in 


their Courſe, And the young Men, to whoſe Reſolution 


and Abilities nothing ſeems impracticable, Shall not 


only ſucceed, but ullerly fall,” and miſearry in their vari- 


| ous Enterprizes.—Whereas, they that wait upon the ORD 
and confide in his Grace, ſhall paſs on, with aggene- 
| rous Ardor, from one Degree of religious Improvem 
to another. Inſtead of exhauſting, they renew . "their 


Strength: Difficulties ſhall animate, and Toil ly, 


chem. They ſhall mount up, as with ſoaring Wings,” above 


all Oppoſition; they ſhall be carried through every Diſa 


| couragement, as Eagles cleave the yielding Air, Ten 
Mall run with peed and Alacrity, the Wa of ( Wy | 


Commandme ts, and not be weary "They hall fold on; 


ſhrog fellientur, carpent ter) with. Conſtancy and Pete | 
| Tance, in thoſe peaceful Paths, and not fam ; but arrive 
| at che- Ead of their N n receive che wa of - 
their. kligk Calling. Hu 5w Hol n ds 10 


K —. 18 
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not only to accom | phſhwhat I-have been ſpeak- 
ing, but 0 do exceedingly de e all 
that wean al, oil! ... 
9 04 THE wretched Condition of ahi Wicked, 
who have this Lonp of all Power for their E 
nemy! Ol the deſperate Madneſs of the e 
who provoke the Almighty ' to Jealouſy !— 
Beſotted Creatures] are you able to contend 
with your Maker, and enter the Liſts againſt 
mne m "On you bear the 
1 . Faerce 
10 this 00 easzag Doctrine, permit me to add 
118 tg leſs beautiful and delighiful Contrafl. Eliphaz, 
ſpeakin of the Enemies of the Righteous, ſays, 
— Niki exciſum faftio nobis adverſaria. — We ſhould 
reckon, our Language acquitted itfelf tolerably well, 
i. when depreciating the Abilities of an Adverſay, 
it ſhould repreſent them weak as the /corched 
Thread, ſeeble as the . diſſolving Smoke. But theſe 
are cold Forms of Speech, compared with the Eloquence 
of the Eaſt. According to the Genius of our Bible, Al 
the Power that oppoſes the Godly, is a mere Nothing; or, 
to ſpeak with a more emphatical Air of Contempt, a 
defrozed „an exlirpated Vothing.— Admire this Expreſſi- 
on, ye that are c charmed with daring Images, and (what 
1 calls verbum ardens) a ſpirited and glowing Diction. 
emember this Declaration, ye that fight the good 


Fight of Faith. The united Force of all your Enemies, 
be it ever ſo formidable to the Eye of Fleſh, is, before 
your ig Br Guardian, Nikil nilalifſumum,, not on 


Nothing, at 5 tian nothing, and Vn e 1010 XX, 


Ie 01 Nos 3 
* I ſhould, © in . Plice. e brelling 45 Nor 


Anyolanther;, was: it not to take Notice ſof the inimitäble 
4 5g Paſſage 
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3 olf his Wrath, or ſuſtain the Ven- 
geance of his liſted Arms At his Preſence, 
though awfully ſerene; the Hills meld like 


Wax, and the Mountains flip like fri ghited 


« Lambs.” At the leaſt Intimation of has Diſ- 

cafure; the Foundations of Nature rock; and 
the“ Pillars of Heaven tremble.” How then 
can a withered: Leaf endute, When? his Lips 
ate full of Indignation, and his IT ongue as a 
devouring Fire? Or can anything ſcreen 
a guilty Worm, when the great and terrible 


Gov ſhall whet. (his glittering Sword, and his 
Hanil take hold on ineyorable Fines, 1 2 "When 


RY let's Wort: and to 1 und MY ili. 20.— 
Which; if I do not greatly miſtake, is the moſt com- 
plete Repreſentation of Divine Power, that it is poſſible 
for Words to frame. — To do all that our Tongues can 
ot, is a Miracle of Might, But we often think more than 
we can expreſs, and are aQuated with ** groanings un- 
e ulterable.“ Vet, to anſwer theſe vaſt Deſires, 1s not 
beyond the Accompliſhment of our heavenly Father.— 
Nay, to make his Gifts and his Bleſſings comimenſkzate 
to the largeſt Stretch of human Ex Tear one wh a mall 
thing with the Go p of Glory. He is able to do org 
all, that the moſt inlarged Apprehenſion can Imagine ; 
— 13 abimdantiy more, exceeding 'abundani 
e Mind'itfelf, in the utmoſt Exertion 
fg is ca able of W Ming, or knows how to con- 
cłiußſ. gui ei 211 ni bloom 1 * 
0h " Os of the Planers {Saturn is ſuppoſed 1 
72 | than 


14$C OO FEM PLA PION 8 Ou 
ditynthrodg IHE g/ : that Hand Which darts 
che Cöfnetd ot He ivhncafarable Diſtances 
bey6fd* th& Orbit !129f" pur temdeft Planet 
beyond the binfuir Gf. che ſtrorpeſt Eye: 
WHEN HAND is ſttäched out t puniſh, 
can e MU AHS n“ef Rbeks, the Interventich 
os Seas, even ifiterpoling Worlds, divert the 
BI6W?=-Confider this, Hrtbition ; and bow thy 
havghty' Creſt Corfider this,” Diſobedience; 
and bend thy irof Sincw! O! confider this 
all ye Tat“ orget, t affront,” the tremendous 
JuHovin,” He Can by a ſingle Act of his Will, 
lay che Univerſe in“ utter Ruin: and can He 
want Power to bring you; in a Moment, in the 
Twinkling of an Eye, to the Duſt of Death, or 
to the Flames of Hell? He has I ſay not, en 
thouſand Lightnings to ſcorch you to Alles; 
Ten thouſand Thunders to cruſh you into 
Atoms; but, what is unſpeakably more dread- 
ful— He has an Army of Terrors, even in che 
Look of his angry Countenance. His very 
Fron is worſe than Deſtruction. 
than go times as big, as the Globe on which we live. Ac- 
cording to the ſame Calculation, the largeſt of the Pla- 
nets (Zupiter) is above 200 times vaſter, than this val 
Cleo of ſpacious Foreſts, towering Mountains, ck. 
tentive Continents, and boundlefs Oceans. — Such enot. 
mus Magnitude! winget with ſuch prodigions Speed! 
—h miſes Aſtoniſhment beyond Expyeſſion;-Wih GOD, 


is terrible Majeſiy! Job xxxwii. 22.—Who nol jar 
; 1E 06 LORD, and glorify thy Name it, xv. 4. 
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; WW 1canvor diſmils this Suhject, wichout ad- 
ing the Patience of the blyfled Gob- Who, 
though'fo ſtrong and powerſul, yet! is pro- 
. WH voked every Day.” —Surcly, as ishis Majeſty. 
oss his Mercy; his Pity altogether commen- 
n urate to his Power. Ik 1yihfy, but the Name 
e olan earthly Monarch; I loſe. my Liberty, and 
n conſined to the Dungeon. If I ara | 
in Arms, and draw the Sword, againſt my na- 
tional Sovereign; my Life is forfeited, and my 
very Blood will ſcarce atone for the Crime. 
15 Thee I have diſhonqured, O! thou King 
immortal and inviſible!. Againſt Thee my 
Breaſt has fomented ſecret Diſafſedion;; my 
Behaviour has riſen up in open Rebellion; and 
yet I am ſpared, yet I am preſerved. Inſtead ol 
being baniſhed from thy Preſence; I fit at thy 
Table, and am ſed from thy Hand. Inſtead 
of purſuing me with Thunderbolts of Ven- 
geance, thy Favours ſurround me on every 
Side, That Arm, that injured Arm, which 
might juſtly fall, with irretrievable Ruin, on a 
ITraitor's Head; is molt graciouſly ſtretched 
out, to careſs him, with the tendereſt Endear- 
ments; to cheriſh him, with every Inſtance of 
Pateinal Kindnels. —O! thou mightieſt, thou 
beſt of Beings, how am I pained at my very 
Soul, for lach ſuhameſful and odious Diſ- 
lingenuity! Let me always abominate myſelf, 
ab the bafeſt ih Creatures; but adore that un- 
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© Which the very ſmalleſt Materials, that conltitute i 
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wearied Long-ſuffering of thine, which reſuſe 
to; be irrilated; love that unremitted Goodnef, 
which no Acts of Ingratitude could ſtop, or { 
much as check, in its gracious) Current, 0 
let this ſtubhorn Heart; which Duty could ng 
bind; which, Threatenings could not aye; 
be the Captive, the willing Captive, of {uch 
triumphant Beneſicence. 

ILA often been ſtruck. 6th. Wane! 6 
that Almighiy Skill, which werghed the Moun- 
tains in Scales, and the Hills in a Balance: 
- which robo rtioned the Waters, i in the Holloy 
ollits Haud, and adju/ted;the Dull of the Earl 
by a Meaſure. But how much more mand. 
lous is that, magnificent Occonomy, which 
jou che Sar $ WI beg tae Nicety, and 


meled 


0 ths: xl. 12. Ti Dub of the Earth, in this ſubline 
| Scripture, {ignihes the dry Land, or fold Part of ou 
Globe. Which is placed in Contradiſtinction to the who 
Collection of fluid Matter, mentioned in the preceding 
Clauſe. — Perhaps this remarkable Exprefſion may he 
intended to (imitate, not only the extreme Nicenels, 
[which ſlated the Dimenſions of the World in gener, 
or in the groſs; but alſo that particular Exadineſs, with 


Frame. (not excepting each individual Atom) were cal 
., culated and diſpoſed. —q. d. "Tis a ſmall Thing to {ay, 
No ſuch, enormous Redundancies, as unneceſſary Ridge 
of Mountains, were ſuffered to ſubſiſt. There was not ſ 


en as the leaſt Grain of Sand Juperfluous, or a ſinge 


article of Duſt defcient.—As tlie grand Aim of tl 
en! is, to celebrate che conſummate Wiſdom, 4 
enipl 


T d 
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| ned out the Heavens with a Span! Where all 
is prodigioully vaſt; immenſely various; and 


et more than mathematically exact. ' Surely, 


| the Wiſdom of Gon manifeſts itſelf in the Skies, 


and ſhines in thoſe lacid'Orbs.' Shines on the 


contemplative Mind, with 'a Luſtre! incompa- 
| ably brighter, than that which their united 
Splendors tranſmit to the Eye.: 44% 


Benolp vonder countleſs Multitude of 

i 14 Kea A th 74 441 EE ö A 
Globes; conſider their amazing Magriitude; 
regard them as the Sovereigns of fo many 'Syl- 


| tems, each accompatiied with his "planetary E- 
quipage. Upon this Suppoſition, what a Mul- 


uplicity of mighty Spheres, muſt be perpetually 
running their Rounds, in the upper Regions! 
Yet, none miſtake their Way, or wander from 


| the Goal; though they pals through trackleſs 


and unbounded Fields. None fly offi from 


| their Orbits, into extravagant Excurhons ;nane 


preſs in upon their Centre, with too near an 


Approach. None interfere with cach other in 


their perennial Paſſage; or intercept the kindly 
| O ©» om 


emplified in the Creation ; and to diſplay that perfect 
Poporlion, with which every Part allies, coincites, and 
harmonizes, with the Whole; 1 have taken, Leave. to 
alter the. Ward of our Engliſh Tranſlation comprehend, 
 awil introduce in its ſtead a Term, equally” faithful to 
the Hebrg, and more ignificative of the Prophers hre. 
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Community tior "ns öl anothetes Influence. 
505 a 06 dent K tatfons proceed in eternal Har. 
keeping futh'Time, aridbbſerving ſuch 
21 s ate HOP erden adapred to th 
PUR on ofthe Whole. 

Vat. e onitemplate this" Ektellent Wil 
don Aber made the Heavens,“ and attune; 
> Edt 'Motions* how ami I abaſhed at that 
Aren of Arrogance and F olly, Which has 
5% 2 inclined me to murmur at thy 
7 periſa lions. O Lot! what is this, but 
Fr of 1 55 Treaſon againſtthy Supremacy; 
And a tabit Denial of thy infinite Underſland- 
i0g?—Haſt Thou fo regularly placed ſuch a 
wonderful Diverſity of Syſtems, through the 
Spaces of the Univerſe? Didſt Thou, with- 


out any probationary Eſſays, without any im- 


proving Retouches, ſpeak them into the moſt 


conſummate Perfection? Doſt Thou continu- 
ally ſuperintend all their Circumſtances, with 


a Sagacity that never miſtakes the minuteſt Tit- 
tle of Propriety? And ſhall I be ſo unaccount- 
hy ſtupid, as to queſtion the Tuſineſs of thy 


Diſcernment, in * chooſing my Inheritance. 


% And fixing the Bounds of my Habitation?” 
1 dimos Vs 1 ede 
N 31 * $374 1 1 : *. 


en ee of Light 10 means of an Telipl. 
happens \ very rarely. And then is of fo Hort a Continu- 
ance, as not to be at all inconvenient. Nay, it is at- 


tended with ſuch Circumſtances, as 1 2 it rather ule- 


ful, than prejudicial. 
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Not a ſingle e in ns odelli * 0 
Structure; determining the Y 1 0 
conducting the Career o unnumber NEUE 
| And ſhall my peeviſh H 0 00 mls 05 
ſure thy Interpoſition, wi th regard 1 0 Affairs 
ol one inconſiderable Creature. ; he 
| in ſuch, a comparatiye View, 18 ep tha 
Span; and his preſent, Duratianz Jie more 
| than a Moment?: TRA yo i 
O! Troy, Gon,, in whole nd. my 
Breath is, and whoſe are, all my. War, let 
ſuch Sentiments as now poſſef 8, my ts, 
| be always lively on, my Feat i zal 
compoſe my Mind into a chearſul LOTT 
| and a thankful Submiſſion; even when, Afﬀlic- 
tions gall the Senſe, or Diſappointments, break 
my Schemes. Then ſhall I, like the grateful 
Patriarch f, in all the Changes of my Conditi- 
on, and even 1n the Depths of ile erect 


O03 e Þ 


*The Sun in particular (and let this 3 a8 a Spe- 


cimen of that moſt curious Exactneſs, with which the 
other celeſtial agen are conſtituted, and all their ig 


1 i W 3 


— a8 not to annoy, but 7 refreſh us, _— 5 


nouriſh the Ground with its kindly Warmth. If it 
4 was larger, it would ſet the Earth on Fire; if ſmaller, 
is bh would leave it frozen. Ik it was nearer us, we 
mould be ſcorched. to Death; if farther from V8, WE 
1 ee be able to live for want of Heat. 4 


Re 5 5 Sragsu. Ah a 


+ See Gen. xli. To. 8.— | 1} 
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af Maris adoring: Reſignation; and inſcribe 
it with the Apoſtle's Molto, I GOD oxy 
Wig 5 Then ſhouldeſt Thou give me Leave 
to bel the Carver oſ my on Fortunes, Iwould 
Hüfmbly dehrè td felinguiſtithe Grant, and le- 
ebththit the Diſpoſal of myſelf to thy uncrring 
Beneficencel Fully perſuaded, that 4% Coun- 
Fels, though" conttafy to my fromward Inclina- 
tions, ot Ven afllictive to- my Fleſh; are in- 
cotiiarably' more eligible, than the blind Im- 
pulſe of my on e e Woching to 
animal Nature. 
Oe carleſs Alpeküch, ou nlrarixee no Ac- 
cutacy or 'Uniformity' in the Poſition of the 
Heavenly Bodies. They appear like an 2u/{r;- 
ous Chaos; a promiſcuous! Heap of ſhining 
Globes; neither ranked in Order, nor moving 
by Line hut, what ſeems Confuſion, is all 
Regularity. What carries a Show of Negli- 
gence, is really the Reſult of the moſt maſlerly 
Contrivance. You think, perhaps, they rove in 
their acreal Flight; but they rove by the niceſ 
Rule, and without the leaſt Error. Their Cir- 
cuits, though ſeemingly devious; their Mazes, 
though intricate to our Apprehenſions “; are 


marked out, not kindern n en Compaſſes, 
191g A 200145 SEE 
d 1 i — 5 : . 341 4 7 U 


5 7 FR 
C * , * = 7 % 12 5 . 5 ** 4 
* was A A. 3'S fad \£ * 


4 ; 5 Ys. 5 , 
* — — Mazes intricate, Srv. iiicht id 
ne, intervolvd;; Pat 1 FIR 
Then moſt, when mol irregnlar they ſeem. 
Mut: 
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but by the-infinitely more eract Determinations 
ot the all-wiſe - Spirits\oM\ 24 Io 5d diw 
So, what wears the dont het Calamity; 
in the Allotments appointed for the Gagdly, has 
really the Nature of a Hleſſing. It iffues from 
| fatherly: Love, and will terminate in the; richeſt 
Good. If Zoſeph is ſnatched from theEmbraces 
ofan indulgent Parent, and abandoned, to Sla- 
very in a foreign Land; it is $240 e lave 


the holy Family, from periſhing by Famine; 


and to preſerve the Seed in whom all }t 15 
Nations of the Earth ſhould be. blefſed.” A 

he falls into the deepeſt, Diſgrace, it is on evi 
poſe that he may riſe to the higheſt Honours, 


Even the Confinement of the Priſon, by the 


unſearchable Workings of Providence, opens 
his Way to the Right-hand of the Throne 
| itſelf, Let che moſt afflicted Servant of Ixsus, 
wait the final Upſhot of Things. He will 
len diſcover the apparent Expediency of all 
thoſe Tribulations; which now, perhaps, he 
can hardly admit, without Reluctance; or 
ſuffer, without ſome Struggles of DiſlatisfaQion, 
Then, the guſhing Tear, aud the heaving Sigh, 
will be turned into Tides of Gratitude, and 
en oho Wonder. 0b lig 
In the mean time, let no audacious Railer, 
pre ſumptuouſly impeach the Divine Procedure; 


but, adoring where we cannot comprehend, let 


us =P the Fee ot the e oe Plan. 
e Then, 
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927870 Purpoſ es of Grace, and to bring about 


| Nh Chain, while horrid Guilt trailed the 


, miniſtrations.” —Thus (if I may illuſtratethe 


3 7 T Pea. xcvii. 2. 
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Then, ſhall every Eye perceive; that the ſeem. 
ing Labyrinths of, Providence, were the mo} 
dire and e Way; to effect his 


75 Ones anicular Happineſs . — Then, 
a lo, all! it FE clearly ſhewn, in the Preſence 
eint Worlds; Why, Virtue pine | 
in, Want, while. Vice rioted in Affluence. 

Why, , amiable * {o often dragged the 


Robe of State. — That Day of univerſal Audit 
that Day of everlaſting Retribution, will not on- 
ly vindicate, but magnify, the whole Manage- 
ment of Heaven. The auguſt Seſſions ſhall cloſe 
with this unanimous, this glorious Acknow— 
ledgement : „Though Clouds and Dartneſ, 
i * impenetrable by any human Scrutiny, wer * 
„ ſometimes round about the ſupreme Con- 
„ duftor of Things; yet Rightcouſneſs and 

« Zudgment were the conſtant Habilation of his 
Seal f; the invariable Standard of all his Ad- 


grandeſt Truths, by inferior Occurrences) while 
we View che eb on the Side of leaſt Di- 
Bas 4 185 . | \ Janthion, 
. a "I. moral World, 


8 1 0 though to, Us it {oma embroil' 4, moves on 
Ro ob In Hi 17 ro Order; fitted, and impell 'd. 

NO ft /i/dom's bneſt Hand, and Alling all 
ae 10 gen ral | Good. 
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W Il * 
ſnclion, it is void of any ele Fancy 5thL. 
a Aa bl 


the Divine Architect, rhrgighour” 8 
Extent of material Things; our Mi ds would 
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out any nice Strokes of Art; thing 'bu G 
fuled H amble of icohetet Pheids. Ns (3J&F 
is the Piece beheld iv itsÞ proper A el, Vue che 


peel Rudeneſs Vaniffies and che ede 


rious Arrangement takes place. We We 
charmed with Deſigns ofthe Wa 00 
gures of the moſt Sscefl Fob m. Allis 
with Symmetry; all is clad in regs 

Tat Goodneſs of Go is mot eminent . al - 
played in the Skies. —Coulck we take an u 
derflanding Survey, of whatever is 1 

ole 


be tranſported with their Excellencies, men 
Tongues echo back that great Encomium, 

They are“ good, very good“. Moſt beautiful f 
in themſelves; contrived by unerring Wiſdom, 


| andexecuted with inimitable Skill. Moſt uſeful 


fin their Functions; exactly fitting the Places 
they fill, and completely e the Pur- 
. poſes 


* Gen. i. 31. 


+ + This per reſt Beauty, and admirable Wiley of the | 
Univerſe, and all its Parts, have been very highly, and 
very juſtly extolled, by the antient Inquirers into Na- 


ture, And was, indes an illuſtrious Scene, Tore d be- 
fore the Sages of the Heathen World; heel 8 con- 


| template the Goodneſs, and the Gloties of the'S reme 


Being. —It was nobly ſaid by a Pagan Philoſopher, on 
this Occaſian ; ; That GOD, when he tndertodk- the Work 
y Oreation are a Hinfelf is into Love.—Zut he need 

not 
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poſes for which they were intended. —All the 
Parts of the inanimate Creation proclaim, 
both by their intrinſic and relative Excellencies, 
tHe alldiffuſwe Beneficence of their Maker. 
How much more wonderful are the Diſplays 
of Divine Indulgence, in the Worlds of Lile! 
Becauſe, dead Mauer is incapable of Delight; 
therefore, the gracious Creator has raiſed innu- 
merable Ranks of perceptive Exiſtence. Such 
as are qualified to taſle his Bounty, and enjoy 
each a Happineſs ſuited to its peculiar State. 
With this View, He furniſhed the Regions of 
inferior Nature, with an Order and a Series of 
ſenſitive Beings. The Waters teem with Shoals 
of finny Inhabitants. The dry Land ſwarms 
with Animals of every Order. The Dwellings of 
the Firmament, are occupied by Multitudes of 
vwinged People. Not ſo much as a green Leaf, 
Philoſophers ſay, but lodges, and accom- 
modates, | its puny aniuiplegia e ! 
An 


- not rangform Himſelf into this amiable Principle ; ; for 
+*Gopis Love; as was much more nobly ſaid by 
One, e's that Philoſopher would have termed a Bar- 
barian. ohn iv. 8. 

* A _ celebrated Poet, in a beautiful Paragraph on 
this Subject, informs his Readers, That all Nature ſwarms; 
with Life. In ſubterranean Cells, the Earth heaves with 
vital Motion, Even the hard Stone, in the very inmoli 

2 ok its impenetrable Citadel, holds Multitudes 
. of animated Inhabitants. The Pulp of mellow Fruit, and 
all he Productions ok the Orchard, feed the inviſible 


N Nations, 
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And whereforethis Diverſity;;this, Profuſion of 
living Creatures; flying the Air, tteading the 
Ground, and gliding through the, Paths of the 
Sea? For this moſt glorious Reaſon That 
the eternal Sovereign may exerciſe his ſupera- 
bundant Goodneſs; that his Table may be 
furniſhed; with Millions and Millions. of 
Calls chat he may Bll, "HE Hoo w_ 
Hearis ah. be ] 

Bor, what a ſmall Theatre 3 or, wy 


Elements, for the Operations of, Jenovan's 


Bounty! His magnificent Liberality, ſcorns 
ſuch ſcanty Limits. 11 you aſk, Wherefore: has 


1 created ail Worlds, aud Ne them 


with 
Wait. "ey Liquid, whether of acid Taſte, or milder 


Reliſh, abounds with various Forms of ſenſitive Exiſt- 
ence. Nor is the pure Stream, or tranſparent Air, with- 


out their Collonies of unſcen People. —In which Con- 


ſlitution of Things, we have a wonderful Inſtance, not ; 
only of the Divine Goodneſs to thoſe minute Beings, 


in giving them a Capacity for animal Gratifications.; 


but of his tender Care for EG, in making them 


imperceptible to our Senſes. 


— — Theſe, conceal d | 

By the kind Art of forming Heav'n, tabs" | 
The groſſer Eye of Man: For, if the Worlds 
In Worlds inclos'd ſhould on his Senſes bur 
Cilia Cates ambroſial, and the nectar d Bowl, 
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160 CONTEMPEATIONS: on 
with lan unknown Multi plicity of Beings; 
riſing one above another, in an endleſs Gra. 
dation of ſtill richer Endowments, and ſtill 
nobler Capacitics? The Anſwer is For the 


Manifeſtation of his dn Glory, and eſpecially Wil | 
for the Communication of his inexhauſtible Be. Mort 
neficence . The gieat Creator could propole ore 
no Advantage to Himfelf. His Bliſs is incapa- 10 
ble of any Addition. Before che Mountains cor 
were brought forth, or ever the Earth and NMab. 
the World were made, He was ſupremely Nane 
happy, in his o,.J independent and all-ſuf by 
ficient Self. His grand Deſign therefore, in po 
erecting 10 many ſtately Fabrics; and peopling Wi. 
them with ſo many Tribes of Tnhabitants ; was, , 


Jo transfuſe his exuberant Kindneſs, and in. 
part Felicity ingall its Forms. Ten Thouſand 
Worlds, ſtocked: with Ten thouland times 
Ten thouſand Ranks, of ſenſitive and imel- 

1 85 ligent 


* A ſacred Writer, conſidering this delightſul Sub- 
ject; and confining his Obſervation, within the nar- 
rower Limits of his own Country; cries out, with a 
Mixture of Amazement and Gratitude ; How great i 
his Goodneſs, and how great is has Beauty Who then 
can forbear being loſt in Wonder, and tranſported with 
Delight; when he extends his Survey, -to thoſe inh- 
nitely more copious Communications of Divine Bounty; 

\ n and refreſhing Streams, xun through 
8 


which, like ſalu 
all Worlds; and make, not had 


* 


ſingle Kingdom, but the Immen 
and „ing! Zech. ix, 17. 


the little Valleys of! 
y,of, Cr kation laugh 


4 of 4 . 
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ear Exiſtence, are ſo many ſpacious! Gar- 
I ey which; with Rivers of communicate 
"y Tem rr waters con- 
i iaalyl Felne K ce Alcon 
ly konnt bas *, and (which raiſes) Our Iden 
c- Hot this Divine Principle, to the very higheſt De- 
ic N gree of Perfection) dilintereſted ® Munificence! 
a- How inexhreſlobly amiable is the Bleſſed Gon,” 
3 conſidered in this charming Light Is it poſ- 
1d able to conceive any Excellence; ſo adorable 
ly .d lovely; as infinite Benevolence, guided 
ut by unerring Wiſdom, and exerting Almighiy 
in Power, on purpoſe to make a whole Univerſe 
0; happy !—O. my Soul, what an irreſiſtible At. 
as, NoradiFve is here! What a moſt worthy Object, 
n- Worthy moſt fervent Affection! Shall now every 
nd elittering Toy, become a Rival to this tranſcen- 
ies eently beneficent Being, and rob Him of thy 
<|- WHeart?—No. Let his all creating Arm teach 
em kee, to truſt in the Fulneſs of his Sufficiency: 
—Let his all-ſuperintending Eye incline thee, 
ub. ¶ o acquieſce in the Diſpenſations of his Provi- 
1 lence: And let his Bounty; ſo freely vouch- 
a i; Wald; ſo amply diffuſed; induce thee to love, 
hen lim, "with all the Ardor of a a and ad- 
as Vote n 1 miring 
mh In this Senſe, There i is none good, but One, that is 
ugh i 0 D. None univerſally and eſſentially good. None, 
of: hoſe Goodueſs extends itſelf, in an infinite arieh of 
augh Bleſſings, to every capable Object; ; or, who alw ays ,. 


filpeuſes his Favours \from' the Joes Princi tet Free, ud. 
lilintereſted Benevolence. WES A 
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Wich a joyleſs Aer or ſlaviſſi Dread; but with 


Reader _ dd f&rves (That the Attributes of the Doiny 
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miring Soul: induce thee to ſerve Him, ng 


unſeigned , en RT IN FRA Compl. 
cendyis l IÞ 3NOV9GC 21 1 51 821 


— 


vole the Gtodneſs. 5 Gon. is lo 4dmirabl 
ſeen! imthe Works of Nature, and the Favour: 
of Providetice;'! with what a noble: Superiority, 
docs it euen trum in the Myſtery of Redenj- 
tion Redemption, is he brighieſt Mirror, 
i vhich to contemplate this moſt dovely At. 
tribute fofi the) Deity. Other Gifts, are only 
ag Mies from the Divine Treaſury; but ke. 
demption upens, Lhad almoſt faid exhauſts 
all thaiStores: EROTIC Grace. (Herein, 

100 1 VIH og f 55.9 05 


|þ k 
2 81 ml 490 in other Palle CH 18 e te 


are” repreſented, das {ſhining {with more diftinguiſhel 
Luſtre, inthe Wonders of Redemption. then in the Works 
of Greation. 11 Juch Remarks ſhould ſeem to be unpr- 
cedented, or to land in Need of a Vindication; pes 
mit me to ſubjoin the Sentiments of a great Critic, 
equally verſed in both thoſe ſublime Theories.—** In z 
55 Perfect Orator, he ſays, Tully requires ſome. Skill in 
10 0 ire. of heavenly Bodies; becauſe his Mind 
ecome 'more extenſive 4 unconfined ; and, 
eu n He deſcends to treat of human Affairs. He wil 
5*%/boththink' and write in a more exalted and maggi. 
een Manner. For the ſame Reaſonʒe wo Excellent 
ter. would have. recom he, St of itholt 
LS ie das Toene eh fa has 
covered to Us; to which te nobleſt Parts of this Sten 
6 of the World are as much i my ferior Lab the Creature is 59 exe 


„ celient/than the Creator. Stec. Vol VIII. No 63 
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« Gop commandeth his Love NH not only ma- 
ileſts, but ſets (it off, as it were/with every bright 
and grand; Embelliſhment: - manifeſts id in {0 


tupendous a Manner, that it is beyond Parallel; 
beyond Thought; above al Bleſhing and 


praiſe.. Was He not thy So, Everlaſting 
God, thy 0213. Son; the Som ofthy Boſom from 


eternal Ages; tlie higheſt, Objecb ofchy com- 
placential Delight? Was not thy Lobe to this 
adorable Son, ineomparably greater thau the 


| tendereft Affection of Huy, ortheounited flec- 


tions of All, mortal Parents? Was not the Hlefl- 
ed Jesus more illuſtrious in Excellency, than 
all Angels; more exalted in Dignitys chan all 
Heavens? Yet didſt thou reſign HI u, for poor 

Mortals; for vile Sinners !--Couldlt thou ſee. 


him deſcend, from his Royal. Throne; and 
take up his Abode, in the ſordid Stable? See 


him forego the Homage of the Seraphim; aud 
ſtand expoſed to the "reproachful Indignities, 
of an inſolent Rabble? See Himarraigned at the 
Bar, and ſentenced to Death; numbered with 
Malefactors, and nailed to the Gibbet; bathed 
in his own innocent Blood, aud pouring out 
his Soul in Agonies of Sorrow ?—Conld: the 
lather, the Father himſelf, with unknown 
Phlanthropy'*, * ſay ? It ſhall, irfhalf, be ſo! 
} Wd 55 15 q rebellious Man e and Pre- 


ih 
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4 © Yai ls, Avaks, therefore, O Sword, edged 
* with d Ivine ie Wrath. Awake; and be ſheath. 
5 7 hat in culate' Breaft; picice that 
ö . Teatt. 1 am content, that 
0 re the Shärpneſs of Death, Ta 

this e Prat Mortals perlt for ever.” 
1105 nf ble Love! May it hence forward 


be che Ee GEL Subject bf” my Meditation: 


more lil to my mußng Mind, than 
Wi 1050 Fun the ambitious Ear! May! it be the 
darling Theme of my Diſcourſe; Tweeter to my 
gue, chan the Droppings of che Honey. 
bg to my Taſte! May it be my choiceſt Con. 
fort, through all the Changes of Life; and my 
reviving Cordial, even in the laſt Extremii 
of Diſſolution itſelf! = 13 
A PROPHET debe with a di- 
tant Survey, this unexampled Inſtance of Al- 
mighty Love, is wrapt into a Tranſport of De. 
volion. At a Loſs for: proper Acknowledge 
ments, he: calls upon the whole Univerſe to aid 
his labouring Breaſt, and ſupply his Lack of 
Praiſe. Sing melodiouſly, ye vaulted Heavens; 
exult, and eben lea þ for Gladneſs, thou comber- 
dus Earth ; 3e Mountains, break your long 
Mat ys arid! burſt into Peals of loudeſt Acclama- 


ie. the e 15 this wa ecious i and 
1 5 598 dpi f this 


0 k ? [| 
C * ＋ 25 a. oo * ad MEI * 


Lee | * 1 xiil. gee . 772 
F . xlix. 13. —1 have not adhered . to. our "come 
„ EY mon 
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this. great Salvation, hath comforted, has People. 
Dy ſacred Hiſtorian hath le Kt. ir upon Record; 

that, at the, firſt . Exhibition of thi: raviſhing 
Scene, there was with the An gel, „bo brous bt 
the bleſſed. Tidings, a Multityde: of the has 
venly. Hoſt; prailing Gov, and e 
Concave of the Skies relound with their Hal- 


lelujahs. At the Dawn of the Sun of, Righte- 
| ouſneſs, when He was beginning | 10 riſe 154 


Healing in his Wings, the Mornin ng. Stars, ſang 
ogcther, and all the: Sons of GON fhopted 


SL1Lik 1. 
for Joy. —And ſhall Man, whom this gracious 


Pilpenſation principally, relpeds;. ſhalt Man, 
who is the Centre of all thele, sladdening ; Rays; 
all He have no Heart o adore, no Anthem 


io celebrate, This 11 21 Fs ( N 10 
Love ane End, and without ? Menſure Grace ? 
e R „an 


mon Tranflation, but endeavoured to preſerve, ſomewhat 
more faithfully, the noble Puthos, and inimitable Euergy, 
of the ſacred Original. The Love of Gov, manifeſted in 
a Divine and dying. Saviour, 1s a Bleſſing of ſuch inconr 
ceivable Richneſs ; as muſt dan all Acknowledgments 


/at, and all Encomiums languid. Yet, Lthink, the moſt 


poet ical and moſt emphatical Celebration of 55 unſpeak- 
| able Inflance of Goodnels, is contained in this rapLorgus 


Exclamation of the Prophet. Which, intimates, with 4 


| wonderful Majeſty 'of Sentiment, thab even the wWallole 


Compals of the inanimate Creation ; could it be ſenſible ot 
the Benefit, and capable of Delight ; would expreſs its 
Gratitude, 1 in all theſe Demonfrations of the mol liv ciy 


ang! exlberant' Joy, Ke i WE 41P 1 
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How pure is the State of che Sky, and how 
ler iis Aſpect! Clearer than the limpid 
Stream; pufer than the: tranſparent Cryſtal, 
and more curiouſly fine, than the poliſhed 
Mirrqn. 8 „bat! fately:Cicling 3. fretted with 
Goldi and-liraiched40.anExtent of many Mil. 
lions Faw Tha is not dishgured with a 
Hy le F] Wong t azure Ganopy ;,. embroidered 
Stars, and. pacious enough to form a 
Coverine for! dee Worlds 31s without 
theleaft 8 por or Wrinkle. Ter this, even this, 
wilt Abe Vie! 14 us, ſo wuch as. a faint Re- 
preſentation ofthe, Divine Furiiy. Gov, isa 
Godot matchleſs and tranſcendent Excellency. 
His Ways are Uprightnefs itſelf. His Counſels 
and, Wolde are chen very Sanctity of Wiſdom 
and of Truth. Ihe Laws, which he has given 
to univerſal Nature; are exquiſitely contrived; 
and beyond all Poſſibility of Improvement, 
The Precepts, which He has appointed ſor the 
human Race; are a complete Summary, of 
all that is honourable in itſelf, aud perfective 
of the rational Mind. Not the leaſt Overſight, 
in planning a Series of Events for all Futurity, 
Nor the.leaſt Mal-adminiftration, in manage- 
ing the Affairs of every Age, ſince Time began; 
und of every Nation, under the whole Heavens. 
Pardon theſe diſparaging Expreſſions. 4 
my Perjention, 1s lan, ſar HARA, thy 
3 0160s: tt 2 i ioc Dignity 


TY $ i 
* 13 23 14. 


| ten exhibited, generally elcap Pp NR! f qe It As, 2. Fh 
| tho 
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Dignity, O-Thow moſt Hg In all thefc 


para tpn chy As, and allethy At- 


nibutes; Thou art not only holy, Abut gl 
« rious in Holineſs.” a0 \{LUSONTU2 5101 Bs 
80 inconceivably holy is the Lon G0 f 
Hoſts, chat He ſees Beflement even iti the 
An B. HUN 1 13 Jog e £511969 1 Byj hineſs 
0 Ton moſt Higbef. bn ma d 80 


than once, in'the Pſalms uſed by the ERlabliflied Chatch. 
It is, I think, one ot thoſe Beawties,: which berauſe of- 


berlative Formed on a Superlative; not 


lirictly conformable to gra amatical Rules: 28 ly * 


perior to them all he Language ſeems to be ſenſible 


of its own Deficiency; when the incomprehenſible I- 


10van is addrefled, . or celebrated. Oppreſſed, as t 
were, with the Clories of the Subject, it a a 
more emphatical manner of 1 than th ary 
Forms of Speech afford. It is, if 1 rightly en one 
of thoſe daring and happy Peculiarities of a maſterly 


Genius, which Mr. Port ſo finely ROM and, 


while he deſeribes, exemplihes; 


Great Wits ſometimes may eloriouſly fend, 
And riſe to Faults true Critics dare not mend; 
From vulgar Bounds with brave Diſorder part, 
And ſnatch a Grace beyond the Reach of Art. 
Eſſy on Gul 


St. Paul's Epos (Eph. iii. 8.) is a beautiful Palſage 
of the like Nature; which our Tranſlators have ver: 
properly rendered ; Leſs then the leaſt of all Saints. In 


n 
# 1 4 


Fil. i. 23. is. another Inſtance of the ſame Kind. But 
22 Verſion fails. Far beter is extremely | 
flaccid, compared with the nervous Original. And I 


here the Eng 


greatly queſtion, whether it is poſſible to tranſlate the 
Sentence, with equal Conciſeneſs, and with equal Spirit. 
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Brightneſs of the Fitmament. The living 
Sapphire of the Heavens, belore his Majeſty 
lofes/its/3Lyiftre. :Yea;! the Stars (though the 
moſt pure and reſplendent Part of the Hen. 
vens) are not pure mt his Sigi. How: much leſs 
Man ꝛofa unzhis falleh and depraved State, i 
but a8 Worm; that crawls: in the corrupted 
Catcaſe; and hie Son , Man, who: by rea fon 
of his manifold actual Impurities, is too Jultly 
compared to an In ſect, that wallows amidit 
Stench SIT, e e Is there not then 
a Inman > iss abundam 


40 11 1410 1 3 ir 
=; e 6. xxv. 5, 60 1 ſubmit it to ö of the 
Learned, Whether this is not the true Meaning of the 
Text.—It may not, perhaps, recorimend itſelf to the 
Squeami/hly nice Critic; or'to thoſe Perſons who dream 
of, I know not what, Dignityin our fallen Nature, But 
it ſeems, in Profcienct to every; other Interpretation, 
Juilable to the lacred Context; and is far, far from being 
injurious to the Character of that apoſtate Race, which 
1s ** altogether become abominable, and “ is as an un- 
clean Thing. — On this Suppolition, there is not on- 
ly an apparent, but a very ſtriking Contraſt, betwcen 
Al Purity of Gov, and the Pollution of Man. The 
Purity of the mol} high Goo, which outſhines the Moon, 
and eclipſes the Stars; the Pollution of degenerate Man, 
which, excluſive of a Saviour, would render him as 
Webloche to the all-ſeeing Eye, as the vileſt Vermin 
are in ours. Without afligning this Senfe to the Pal- 
ſage, I cannot diſcern the Force of the | Antitheſi 25, nor 
indeed the Propriety of the Sentiment,” Worms, in the 
general, give us an Idea of *Meannefs and Infirmihy; not 
" 7 and e ante n are Inſects, of 


1 
„ 


uch 


A SNN 9 


4 Cauſe; for the moſt irreproachable 
and eminent of Mankind to. renounce all 
arrogant Pretenſions; to ay aſide ſevery a- 
ſuming Air; to take nothing but Sn . ſhank 
Conſuſion tò themfelves? A holy Neeb and 


| a holy Prince; delt Mich titling Irapie omg, 


from a Glimpſe of the uncreated Purity . 1d 
abhor" myſelf ein Dufe and Aſſies i was: the Des 
claration of the ones I am'a Man iofrrunclean 
Libs t the/Confuſion: of the other. Should 


not this teach us all, to adorethe Divine Merz 
cies, for that precious purifying Fountain 2; 


which was foretold from the Foundation of 
the World; bat was opened atthe awhuliJunc- 
ture, when knotty Aue tore the: Fleéſh; when 
ragged Thorns mangled the Temp es; When 
ſharpened Nails cu: freſh Sluices Ne the crim- 


fon Current; when the Gaſh of che Spear com- 


pleated the dreadful Work, and "forthwith 
flowed there, from tlie wounded Heart, Blood 
and Water ?' 1 5 3 Esex- 


ſuch a particular Kind, and con! 1 in ſome noi me. 
Circumſtances. Th: two Words of the Origina! A; re evi- 

dently uſed in this Signification by Moſes. and " Haigh: 

By the one, to denote the Vermin that, devoured. the 
purefied Manna ; by the other, to ex pfeſs the Reptiles, 


which ſwarm in the Body that ſees Ore. Ed, 
lh 20. Ia. xiv. 1 5 53 

03 ft e Job xlii. 6. 1h Ifa. ho Ba 15 N 
" In ee Joi a Fountain, 233 1% dhe 
Ahe of. David und 4% the” Inſabitanie of Jeruſalem er 
Sn and Uncleanneſs. Zech. xili. I, 
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1% CONDEMPLATIONS or 
ESPECIALLY, ince Goo himſelf ſaw, no 
Bl lemiſh. in his dear Son, He looketh to the 
Moon, a! ut ſhineth, 0 et. ls all- Thengilating 
| 10 ous E rey if cerned Aae amils, no- 
| 12 9 our glorious Redeemer, Ny. 
Fi ng amy $9 e bore, this moſt illuſtiiou; 
515 5 concerning his holy Child Jesrs: 
im Lam pleaſed ; n Iam well pleaſed ; I ac- 
* lelce, | pr intire Gomplacency, and with 
55 he bigh u Delight, in his Perſon; his Un- 
q e TEE the whole Execution of his 
o Office.” _ How {hould this Thought, enli- 
ven our Hopes; while the, other, mortiſies 
our Pride? Should: not our Hearts ſpring wich- 
in us, and even leap, for Joy; at the repeated 
Aﬀoratice5 given us by Reyclation, that ſuch a 
divinely excellent. Perſon is our Mediator? 
What apparent Reaſon has every Believer, to 
adopt the bleſſed Virgin's Exclamation! © My 
Soul doth magnify the LORD for his tran- 


Q 


" ſcendent Mercy; and my Spirit rejoices, not 


in wide extended Harveſts, waving over my 
«fertile. Glebe *; not in Armies vanquiſhed, 
aq and leayingt the peculiar, Treaſure of Nations 
4 for my cl 1 in an in infinuely. richer, 
1130 18422 Pitts sd Men ni nobler 


* The TN IT Penman, from aft 70 Occaſ bong 


of diſtinguiſtie Joy, {ſets forth the incomPparably £ grea 
Delight?) Which ariſes from the, Gift of a Saviour, 75 
the Bleſivg: 0e La. ix, ver. 3 0 8 
wirkt ver? B. | CEO 


) 
e 
* 
5 


Miles, wh ule his Orbit is reckoned 10 conhf}, of; 895 


« nobler + $i even in G 30 5 my 855 
That a Perſon ſo ſublime and fect 1 * 
rouchilafed io become my Y Surely Ry give Hl im 
ſelk for my Ran om, 15 Work bel, VG ; ANC 
act as ine ry Acc, arr ths Ro; val i Prefence nCe 
1hove 100 to thake my Recovery, ang Rewa I 
of his ulkerings; my RAT PG" the Ho- 
nour of his mediatorial King dom! 
WH an innumerable Muithite of 805 
tits many; of them more than a a Hundred T hou- 
ſand Miles in Diameter Tl are ſet all in M. tion: 
chen the Orbits, in Which they perform 
their periodical Revolutions, are extended at 
the Rate of ſeveral Hundteds of Millions : — 
hen each has a fine, and ſepafate Sphere, for 
ſniſhing, his valt Circuit: :—when 0 one 
knows; what” it is to be cramped; but ea hn moſt 
freely. expattates, in. his unbounded Career : — 
when every one is placed, at ſuch an immenſe Re- 
nove from each other; that they appear to their 


rlpetive Inhabitants, only : as ſo many: Spots 


" 3c 91s) pf 


, e FA — — 3 
— n = pate ieMEae eps oy Sooner OA? LS. 
1 * — n 
: - _— x = : n a SEES > 
n a q p 
a 2 = — o =. bay o 


1 2 De re for . 
<3 24 — dec egy by : DO A 2 k — — p — 2 4 
R_ = . _ — - 4 PP ˙a:Qĩ n — rr 
5 8 , 2. A IT FE EEE SO - ; — 8 — — ROIa I ra Moll 
9 a ge 3 — ele I =D — — IP We -. — — * neg an _ 1 — _ 
— EV LATE A an Whole” = _— a . * © ” 223 "Cc n P00 


— ” — cocked — 
„„ SO DIAS EL 
7 


2 — 


. AAA —————— 


12 This refers, not only to the Planets wp 85 
repaſs about our Sun, but alſo to the other P N 
Worlds, which are ſuppoſed to attend the ſeveral kixed 


Stars. 


The. Diameter of. Jupiter 18 calculated, at 1305650 


84-090. Which, Computation, accardog t the MA], 


ims of Al dronogy, and the Laws of ba, Peg > 
is taken for granted in the Contemplations, be ap 


to oer Planets N round other Suns. 
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199: CONT EMPEATIA ONES: ov 
obkightbrrHowaltonifbinganſt be tlie Ex. 
panſe;whidanyields om for all tho ſe mi ghty 
Glalies3 uni cheie idly Aifbiſed Operations) 
Tnorhat prodiciaug Llengilis, did the Almighty 
N ferotch his Line, when He marked out 
the ſtupend ona Plat rimb se wonder at ſuch 
immeaſurable KKtenk o My very Thoughts 
ara loſt. o in: this) Abyſs of Spacd. ut, be i 
known to / Monals; be it never forgot by Sin- 
ners thati im all cx nodtfurpefiripAniiplitade 
it cis ofmall; iti is canty, c mpated rich the 
Bounty,Aandthe Mercy of its Maker. 
His Bounty is abſolutely without Limiss, 
and Without Rund The moſt laviſſi Genero lt 
cannot exhauſt;; or evenodiminifh,s his Muni- 
ficencs| Ol alle Tribes of Men; or rather, all 
ye Glaſles:of intelligent Grell 3 ye are not | 
ſivighuened i in the Liberality ol youreever-blell- 
ranch be: not eee in Gere one 


$1 bot Berge 1 mean, not the actual n or the 
ſenſible Effects, of the Excellency in the Deity. Thelc 
are, ani always muſt be, through the immenſe Perfectiol 
ofthe Attribute, and the neceſſary Scantineſs of the Re- 
eimiant, bounded, But, I would be underſtood, as ſpeak- 
1ng-of: the Divine Power and the Divine Will, to exert 
Divine Beneficence. Theſe can have mo real, no-ima- 
ginable Limits. Theſe, after à Profufon of Bleſlings | 
diſteibuted th unnumberell Worlds, continued through 
unnumbered Ages, muſt Hill have more t beſto w tor" 
ever havg more to beſtow i init more 10 bellows | 
than it is poſſible for Creation itſelf to ceive. 
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ſellibions. Open (your: Mouth! wide, aud 
« He hall fill it,” with copidus and continua 
Dnaughis from the Cup of Joy!!! Your:Gby; / 
on whom is your whole Dependenceg is more 
than able; is more than willing: to ſupply 
« all your Need, according to his Riches! in 
Glory. When the Lon Jenovanvis tbie 
„Giver, and his Grace“ the Giſt; let ydur 
Wiſhes: be unbounded, and your Cravings in- 


ſalible. All that created Beings ca ti poſſibly covet, 


is but a very mall Pittance of that unknown + 
Happineſs, which the Bverhaſtin g Benefactor 18 
ready to beſtow. Suppoſe every charitable 


Diſpoſition, which warms the Hearts of the 


human Race, added to thole more inlarged 
Aﬀedions, which glow in heavenly Boſoms; 
what were they all, even in their higheſt Exer- 
cile, compared with the Bemignuty of the Divine 
Nature? —Bleſs me then, Thou eternal Source 
of Love; bleſs all that reverence thy holy 
Name; according to thy own moſt profuſe 
Goodneſs, Whoſe great Prerogative it is, to 
diſdain all Meaſure, O] bleſs us, in propor- 
Vol. II. 2 tion 
2 Cor. ix. 8. COD is alle to maße all Grace abound 
lowards you, (at ye, having all Sufficiency in all Things, 
may abound io every good Vork. — How beautiful, and 
emphatical, is this Deſcription! Inferior to nothing, but 
that Extent of Ability, and thoſe Riches of Liberality, - 
which it ſo eloquently celebrates. Does it not exhauſt alt 
the Powers of Language; while it attempts to give us 2 
Hecimen, of the Muniticence of the Loup? 
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tion to that Grace; the Richneſs of which 
Autfutteräble by the Tongues of Men, and gf 
nels) Was Once ſPoken' in che Groans, ang 
Wilen, in the Wounds, of thy expiring Son! 
IS$R616v&/ indeed atetheſe Heavens! Where 
do they begin? Where do they end? What i 
their Extent? Can Augels anſwer ny Queſtion? 
Huve Angels itavellec the vaſt Circuit? Can 
Afigels meafurerhe Beunds of Space? No; us 
bötindlefs ds unknown, tis amazing all,— 
How chitiiine ehem to reflect. That che Mercy 
tf GOD! is greater than the Heavens; is 
imote exten ſve/thanthe> Dimenſions of the 
"Sky"! Tranfpbrting Refledion! Let me indulge 
I e ofiee | ore'*/ Let me think over the 
*delightfel Diſplays ofchis lovely Attribute; and, 
"while T'admire the Torphres of forgiving Good- 
"neſs, add one to the Number.— With what 
QTISEL Os 521tE-broot tf fad amiable 


Once more refers to Page 112. of Reflefions on « 
Feuer- Garden, —The following Pages to, to the 176th, 
exhibit a digreſſive View of the Divine Mercy. I thought 
"It Proper to appriſe my Reader of this Excurkon; 
though, 1 hope, it will be needleſs to offer an Apology, 
+ forenlarging upon a Theme incomparably joyous, Who 
can complain of Tediouſneſs, while I ſpeak Conſolation 
o di ſtreſſed. and Recovery to ruined Creatures? The 
Divine Mercy is the ſole Fountain of all our preſent 
and future Bleſſings. In Conformity to this benign At 
tribute, human Hopes ariſe, and human Felicity flows. 
- i Who therelpre, can be weary of piewng and reviewing 
ban the Lengths and Breadths of forgiving Grace, as 
5 the raviſiing Proſpe&? - - 


1 


0 * 


— — 1 » 
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h imiable and affecting Colours, is this repreſent- 
of ed in the Parable of the Pradezel!! What could 
nd induce that fooliſh Youth, ig forſake his Father's 
n Houſe? Had he not been tenderly chetiſhed by 
Te the good Parent; and loaded with, Benefits, 
is com his indulgent Hand? Were not the Re 
15 ſtraints, of Parental Government) aneaſy Yoke? 
an or rather, a Preſervattve from Ruin? Notwithe 
ls ſtanding every endearing Obligation, herevglis 
_ WHT from his Duty; and launches, into ſuch ſcanda- 
0 lous Irregularities, as were; diſhongutable to 
his Family, and deſtructiye to himſelf.ο When 
he Neceſſity, not Choice, but ſharp Neceſſity drove 
ge him to a ſubmiſſive Return; does the injured 
he Father ſtand aloof, or ſhut his, Doors? Quite 
id, the Reverſe.” He eſpies him, While he is yet a 
d- great 'Way off; and, the Moment he beholds the 
udt profligate Youth, He has Compaſſion on Him. His 
le Bowels yearn; they “ ſound like an Harp,“ 
touched with Notes divinely ſoſt. He never 
once thinks of his ungracious Departure, and 
ch infamous Debaucheries. Pity, pareital Pity, 
_ paſſes an Act of Oblivion; and, in one Inſtant, 
75 cancels a Series of long- continued Provoca- 
tions. So ſtrong are the Workings of fatherly 
Ne Affection; that he is almoſt impatient to em- 
en brace the naked and aan eee 
At- Son's Pace is low, He aroſe. aud came; the Fa- 
chers is ſwift, He ſprung forth (aged as hewas) 
„ he An is there a fingle” Frown in is 
#15, 93S TU QOVIQTOL IO-287 D647 . 1; rl v 
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Brow, or 6n6: apy braiding Word on his Tongue? 
—Trfteat of athing the ſordid Creature, or 
reprofithitig hith for bis odidus Exceſſes; he 
falls on his Neck, claſps him in his Arms, a0 
Hugs Him to his Bolom. Inſtead of diſbwning 
me fotous 8 endthriſt, or rejecting him for 
His! Andttifüf WBchdviour He receives and 
Melcòmes him with® K iſſes of Deli ght. He re- 
joices. ar his Return rom Extravagance and 

mo he former ' Tejoiced, on the Day 
of bis Nativity hen this Companion of 
Harlets opens his Mouth, before he ſpeaks, the 
Father hears. He interrupts him, in the midſt 
of his intetided Speech. The Overflowings of 
his ompalſionate Heart can brook no Delay. 
He ſeems to be uneaſy himſelf, till he has made 
the afflicted Penitent glad, with the Aſſurance 
of His Acceptance, and the choiceſt of his Fa- 
vours.— While the poor abaſhed Offender 
ſeeks nothing more, than not to be abhorred; 
he is thoroughly reconciled, and honoured be- 
fore the whole Family. While he requeſts 


no other Indulgence, than only to be treated as | 


the meaneſt Servant; he is cloathed with the 
beſt Rabe, he is ſeaſted with the fatted Calf; he 
is carreſſed as the Deareſt of Children. Was 
there ever ſo bright and 1 a Picture, of 
t he tendereſt Mercy; moſt freel vouchſaſed; 

even to the moſt unworthy of Er 


2194 will 


eatures? Yet 
thus, my Soul; and thus, my Fellow- ſinner; 
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will the Lonp Gop of ey NH ane 
receiye us: if, ſenlible of our Myleny, andghyr 
ing lor Salpatign, we. n e 
Jas Cusisr. c 2q)8ſ3 MW aid go A 
WHERE Sin has ghounded, tays.che Bros 
clamation ſrom the Courtſof, 8 
ol much more abound. Manaſſeh,was.a Mont 
ler ol Parharity; for He cauſe his;own Chily 
dren to paſs, through t the Fire, and All 
eruſalem, with, acer Man 
was an, Adept in Iniquity; for, He vt only 
multiplied, and to an extravagant Degree; hig 
own ſacrilegious Impieties; put He pouiloned 
the Principles, and peryerted-the;Manners; of 
his Subjects, making then 10 do uonſe than tha 
moſt deteſtable of Hin Heathen Idol laters . Net: 
through thisſuper-abundantGrace;Heis humpb 
led; He is reformed; and becomes a Child 
ol forgiving Love, an Heir of immortal Glory. 
—Bchold that bitter and bloody Perſecutor. 


Saul; when, breathing, out. igen 


E il Seb 2 Chron. xxxul.,h.T 451110 of 
+ Acts ix. Saul yet breathing out bot 26x ang, 
Slaughter: "Wat a Repreſcntation 1 is here of Aa Min mad 


| with Rage, and abandoned to the fierceſt“ Extremes 90K 


Barbariry ! I ſcarce know, whether I am more: feckedi 
at the Proſeeutor s ſavage Diſpoſition, or g, nl 
bs, Evangeliſt s. lively e dee Adverb li 


es a Telcrable to. Chap vill. ver. 3. and has, in this. 
Cönnexi0tf, A Peculiar Force. The Heck he had come 


| aeg the inoffenſtye Families he had already roined. i 


1733 CONTEMPLATIONS os 


and bem upon Slaughter, he wortied the Lambs. 
and pit to Dtath the Diſciples of I Esus. Who, 
bponthePridciples of human] udgment, would 
motchaverpronounced Him a Veſſetof Wrath 
: deftined 40 wnavoidable' Damnation? Nay, 
would-not; have been ready to conclude; that, 
if there) wett > heavier Chains, and a deepet 
Dungeon; in the World-of Woe; they muſt 
ſurely be reſervedoy for ſuch Jan implacabbe 
Enemy of trac Godlitieſs* Vet, (admire, and 
adore, the ineshauſtible 'Febaſiites'of Grace!) 
this Saul, is admitted into the goodly Fellow- 
hip of the Prophets; is numbered with the 
noble Army 6f Martyrs; and makes a dil 


tinguiſhed Figure, among the glorious Com 

pany. of the Apoſtles. The Corinthians, were 
Bag uous even to a Proverb. Some of them 
bee in e abominable Vices, and 


habituated 


were not ſufficient to NEW. his vengeful Spirit. They 
were only à Tate; which, mſtead of glutting the 5 
hound, made him more cloſely purſue the Track, 
more eagerly pant for Deſtruction. He is till athirſt for 
Nt jolence and Murder. So eager and inſatiable is his 
hirlt, that he even breathes out Threatening and Slaugh- 
ter. His Words are Spears and Arrows, and his Tongue 
A ſhärp Sword. Tis as natural for him to menace the 
- Ghriſizans,, as 10 breathe the Air. —Nay, they blecd every 
pours FIE'Y Moment, in the Puzpoſes;of his rancorous 
(Heart It is only owing to Want of Power, that every 
Syllable He ulters, every Breath he draws, does not deal 
Jabout Nan, and cauſe ſome ol the! innocent Hieb 


10 fall. He ME oo 


Sins 50 
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habituated themſelves to ſuch outrageous Acts 
of. Injuſtice, as Were a Reproack | w human 
Nature. Jet, even theſe Sonsof Vid lente and 
Slaves of Sen uality et were walhed; were fand+ 
« tified 5; were Juſtibed t. Naſhed, an the pre- 
cious Blood. of a eee Redeemer; ancliſied, 
by. the powerful Operations of the Bleſſeck Spi it; 
juſtified, through the infinitely tender Mercics 
of a gracious Go Thoſe, who were once 
the Burden of the Eanh, are now the Joy df 
Heaven, and the Delight of Angels. 

THERE is another Inſtance in Scripture, 
which moſt loudly publiſhes the ſweeteſt of the | 
Divine Names, The: LORD, thei/L ORD 
GOD, merciful. and gracious,” long-ſuffering, 
and abundant in Goodneſs: and Truth ; keeping 
Mercy for Thouſands, forgiving Iniquity, Tranſ- 


gveſſion, and Sin f. An Inſtance this, which 


exceeds all the former; which exceeds what- 
ever can be imagined; which if J was to for- 
get, the very Gin might cry out, and ſound. it 
in my Ears. I mean the Cale of thoſe Sinners, 
who murdered the Prince of Peace, and LoRp 
of Glory.—Theſe Men, could ſcarce have the 
Shadow of an Excuſe for their Crime; hardly 
a Circumſtance, to extenuate their Guilt, They 


were well acquainted with his exemplary Con- 


verſation; they had often heard his heavenly 


Dodrines; hey, were almoſt cally Aue 


010 lid 12 uy {35 


* 1 Cor, vi, % 105 11. * Exod. xxxiv. 6, + 
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of his ungqualled Miracles. They chereſore 
all poflible Reaſon to Jonour Him, as the 
moſt iguthnious of. Beings. and to receive his 
Golp:1, asjthe moſt ineftimable, of Bleſlings 
Yes, nowihllanding alltheſe engaging Move 
to love Him. Kuban their un Lives; he 
ſeizg his Herſon; jalpeile; his Character; drag 
him before a heathen I ribunab; and extort a 
Soemence of Deathy againſt lunocence and Ho. 
Iineſsſitſelf. Never was the 11. Slave, fo con- 
tumeliouſly abuſed; nor the ,moſt execrable 
Maleſaclor, ſo barherouſly executed. he Sun 
; Warane at the noneking dre and 


1 6 575 Wich- hold 5 45 Flaſhes 
The Earth trembled at the horrid Deed; and 
Why, why did it not cleave aſunder, and open 
2 Paſſage, for. ſuch Blood-thirſly Miſcreants, 
into the nethermoſt Rell? Shall Theſe ever 
hope to obtain Forgiveneſs, from the righteous 
Judge? Shall not Theſe be conſigned over to 
inexorable Wrath, and the ſevereſt Torments! 
0 che miraculous Effects of Divine Grace! 
O the triumphant Goodneſs of Gop our Sayi- 
our. Many, even of theſe impious Wretches, 


at the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, were con- 
vinced, of their miſerable State; were wo unded 
with penitential Remorle; fled to the Sanctuary 
of the Croſs ; had their Pardon ratified! 'by the. 
baptiſmal Seal - and, ens. Ja the Apoſlle 

1 Doctrine, 
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c Dodrine, were made Partakers of the Kingdom 5 
8 of Heaven. Where they nowfhine, as ſo many 
$ everlaſting Monuments of moſt"aiftttiguiſhed' 
j Merty; and receive Beatitude paſt Unctaes, 
$ ſtom that very Redeemer, hom orice® with 
Y wicked Hands they crucified and New?” 0! 
8 Wert might the Prophet cry out, with a 
a pleafing Amate ment; * Whos a Gov like 
a «.jnto Thee, thatpardonyth Iniq quity, andpaſſs 
- « n by Tranſgreſfion *Y"L!Fet. all "Fleſh 
e know affuredly ; let all Fleſh tefoice greatly; 
That with the Lonp thereis ſuch Mercy and With 
0 his CyrisT ſuch plentiful Redemption. And 
$ 0! for the Voice of an Arch- Angel, to cireulate 
„me Glad-Tidings through the Univerſe; That 
d the American Savage, as well as the Eurohean 
" WF Sage, may learn the exceeding Riches f Grace 
„ ia Chriſt. Through whoſe infinitely ſatisfying 
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cr Fropitiation, all Manner of Sin, Barbarity, aud Ub 
is WF Blaſphemy,” are freely forgiven unto Men. Mii 
8 Wuar a grand, and majeſtic Dome, is the! 1 


WH Sky! Where are the Pillars, which ſupport 
-' WK the lately Concave? What Art, moſt exactly 
t true, balanced the Preſſure ? What Props, of 
„ inlaperable Strength, ſuſtain the Weight? 
1- How eis that immeaſurable Arch upheld, ae” 
d taken and unimpaired ; while ſo many Ge- 
nerations of buſy Mortals, have ſunk and diſt 
appear" e So no? he” Ne INT 
| og, 5111 txt O4tl Li! 1 1 » thofe® 


Ce, 301100 * Mic. V11, 18. 
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thoſe Stars are of ſuch an amazing Bulk; how 
are'they allo faſtened, in their loſty Situation 
By week Miracle in Mechanics, are ſo mar 
Thouſands of ponderous Orbs, kept from fall. 
ing upon our Heads; kept from daſhing, both 
the World to Pieces, and its Inhabitants 19 
Death? Are they hung in golden, or adaman- 
tine, Chains? Reſt they their enormous Load, 
on Rocks of Marble, Ir Columns of Brals?— 
No; they are pendulous in fluid Ether. Yet, 
are more immoveably fixed, than if the ever- 
laſting Mountains lent their Foreſts, for an 
Axle- Tree; or their Ridges, for a Baſis. The 
Almighty: Architect ſtretches out the North, and 
its Whole Rarey” Train, over the empty Place. 
He langs ine Earth, and all the ethereal 
Globes, upon nothing *. Vet are their Founda- 
tions laid ſo ſure, that they can * never be 
moved at any Time.” 

No unfitRepreſentation, to the fencere Chri- 
tian, of his $ final Perſeverancef: ſuch as points 
out 


2. Þ - + - he 


| 1 Wich nd to the final Perſeverance of the true 


Behever;'T am ſenſible, this Point is not a little contro- 
_ verted;,—The Sentiments, which follow, are my ſtedfai 
Belief. It is by no means proper, in a Work of this 
Nature, to enter upon a Diſcuſſion of the Subject. Nei- 
ther Have I Room, ſo much as to hint, What might be 
lurged for its Support. Let my Reader obſerve, that l 
ata far from delivering it, as. eſlential to Chriftramiy, 


— 


Or 
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out the Cauſe, which effects it; and conſtitutes 
the Pledge, which aſcertains it. His Nature 


is allenfeebled; >| He is hot able, of himſelf, 


to think a good Ihought. He has no viſible 
. nor _ Sullciency af his own. 


TA 
+ 4 4 x ps g R \ WM 19 And 


313 91850 
For eee 0 1 N of, he. very coptrary 


Conviction, are, 1 doubt not, hich) in ihe e Favour of Gop; 
and in a growing Meetnefs för his H evenly Kingdoth. 
As blame none for rejecting, none, 1 hope, will Yer of 
ſended with me for ug, this particular Doctt ine. 
To be of different Opinions. at leaſt in ſome inferior 
lnſtances, ſeems an unavoidable Conſequence of our pre- 
ſent State: where Tenorance, in Part, cleaves to the 
wifeſt Minds; and Piejudice eaſily” beſets the moſt im- 
partial Judgments. This may turn to our common Ad- 
vantage; and afford Room for the Diſplay and Exer- 
eiſe of thoſe healing Virtues, Moderation, Meekneſs, and 


Forbtarance. Let me only be permitted to aſk, whether 


this Tenet does not evidently tend to eſtabliſh te Com- 


fort of the Chriſtian, and to magnify the Fidelity of Go 


our Saviour? Whether, far from Countenancing Sloth, 


or encouraging Remiſinels, to know that our Labour 
ſhall not be in vain, is not the moſt prevailing Induce- 
ment to abound in the Work of the Loxy ? 1 Cor. xv. 
58. 

Is any one inclined to examine the Reaſons, which 


made the Author a Profelyte to this Pertuaſion? He 


may find them diſplayed in the Memorial, delivered by 


leveral ſelect and eminent Divines of the Church of 


England, at the renowned Synod: of .Dordt.—{See: Atta 
Synod, Dordrech, Par. II. Pag. 246. of the Latin: Edi“ 
tion, publiſhed in à ſingle Quarto Volume.) —Thoſe, 

who have no Opportunity of conſulting che Memoirs of 


that venerable. 1 I would refer to the Works 


of 
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£ to his aſlical Polity. Fol. 
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e eee formidable Enemies, Ml b 
| ſederaty, +6 compaſs" His Ruin, 
2 lays enittnuttibef 5 Sure for his Ar 

1 u e \ indeffäfitly urgingthe Siege an 
by@Mulfitle"bFker Darts, or wily Temp. i fr 
tations" the "FI, Aike a perfidious Inmate 91 
under Colour 8E Friendfhip,” and a ſpecious M1! 
Preteiſce of Plaue is alß Vays, | forward to be- 4 
tray his" Ante fey — But, ; amiclſt all theſe W 
tfeatelfing Ot Hes! of perſonal Weak. Wl © 
nels, aal TintHlirierit” Dangef, an invifble Aid E 
18 his Defetite. N 0 ß, thee, fays the the 
| iis}: 1 390119) OqQ! OMA) e IU bo bleſſed ul 
of the, Ee aſl? . very | ny „ Or to 175 
thoſe of the % by id and elegant Witſius, —Turret. Tom, ſir 
II. Q. xvi. Witf. Oecon Lb III. Cap. xlii. the 

Phe lateſt and fulleſt View: of the Point, which ! 

ever remember to have met with, in any of our Fngli/h of 
Writers, is in the Lime Areet Lectures. Which are a | 
Defence of Several moſt important Doctrines of the Gol- uy 
pet, and contained in two Octavo Volumes; the united th 
Labours of nine modern Divines; moſt of whom, are U 
well known to the World by their other evangelical and fic 
uſeful Writings. In thoſe Ledtures, the final Perfeve- 10 
rance of the Saints, is very particularly ſtated; and, to mp FR 
Apprehenfion at leaſt, moſt ſatisfactorily Proved. The 
Arguments, uſually urged againſt it, are impartially con- th 
ſidered;; and 1 cannot but think (with all due Deterence F: 
tothe ee others) unantwerabh confuted. 2 
A (not to ſwell this Note any farther) I all c 
only juft hint, that the judicious Hooker (an uthority, 


e#haps, as weighty and unexceptionable as any that can q 
well be produced) g. ves a ſolemn Alleſiation Tenet, ; 
in a ſhort Diſcourſe on the Perpetui e auh, e 


TS; ARK N. HEAY ENS. 155, 


1 ee Gop,, with the Right Rand. on. 


. 0 15 © Com fene den ſ 
ln, which fixes. the, Stars in their. Orders 
guides f t 2 3 in their, Gour e, i 
; ich a pr exyethe Fleirs of Salvation. 

—My Sheen, adds che great Redgemer, are, 

"and. they ſhall, never periſh, netther Hall, 
% Pluck, * out 4 ll che and f, , What 
Words 10 theſe! And; did 195 ebme from, 


— 7 


WH Hy, 1 ho hath. all F ower in Heaven, and on 
ane And were they, ad da weakeſt of, 
a he Flock; to every un ey d Follower of che 
1 great Shepherd? "Then mnipotence itlelf 
malt be vanquiſhed ; before they can be der 
. ſirozed, either by the Seduftions of Frgudh, ON, 


3413 


the Aſſaults of Violence 15 
[ Ir you afk therefore, What Security we e. 
of enduring to the End, and continuing faithful 
. unto Death? The very ſame that eſtabliſhes, 
d the Heavens, and ſettles the Ordinances of the 
Univerſe. Can theſe be thrown into Confu- 
lon}? Then, may the true Believer draw back 
uit! Perdition. Can the Sun be diſladged 


the Sky? Then, and then only, can the 
Faith of God's Elect || be finally qverthrown.” 
0 0 fggo0d Courage then, my agus rely gn” 
1 Wär, which a ſo folemn Yo 
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Aigulaed, ſo, faithfully prowiled. Though 
thy FACE c languid,” as the glimmering 
Spark; [though the Oyerflowings of Corrup- 

tion,, threaten it with total ExtinQion; Ya 
| y ar nova has undertaken to 

PLinc jple, 5 many Waters can- 
t. „ Bor all Floods drown it.“ 

Nay” „tho jt were Tecble; as the ſmoking Flax“, 

Goo PEG 5 Fe La ſtand fg to 

1 108 8 . Fd ; | Augment 

*T he Tender) ne ne bie 5 rep," to his People, 


are 3 hogh iQured by the Prophet T/aiah, Chap. xlii. 
Vhich Paſlage, des and of i its rich ö 


Al and 1 e Cone any 
Image, be more ſignificant of a very. infirm, and en- 
feebled Faith ; than the flexile Reed, that tends before 
every Wind? Which, beſides its natural Weaknels, is 
made abundantly weaker by being bruiſed : and ſo, is 
ready to fail in Pieces of itſelf.— Or could any Thing, 
with a more pathetical Exactneſs, deſcribe the extreme 
Imbecility, of that other Principle of the Divine Life, 
Lobe ? The State of the Flax, juſt beginning to burn, is 
Unable to be put out by the leaſt Blaſt : more liable il 
is the Wick of the Lamp, when it is not ſo much as 
Kintlled into a glimmering Flame, but only breathing 
p Sen, and uncertain whether it ſhall take Fire or no. 
25 et tri ue Falth, and heavenly Love though. ſubſiſting 
- "amidft;\ yeh pitiable Infirmities, Wat: ot be abandoned 
Due gelt Author; ſhall not be ex inguiſhed by a 
mptations; but be mainkined, invigorated, and made 
dal triumphant. Matt. xii. 20. 
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17 05 make Heat; to raiſe the 1175 and feed 
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COLE of egg Elcinonts ; are able to 


„ diſplace thoſe everlaſting, "Hinges, on which 


II. 

n, dependent Worlds xevolven. 41. hrough © the mn 
JÞ whole Flight of Time, they recede not, ſo much _ 
7 as a Hair's Breadth, from the prectle. ww 9 
ls Point of their reſpective 8 yſtems. —While'tlic 1 5 
Te Erratic, or Planetary, a th, their prodigious | l | 
ny Stages, without any Intermiſſion, or the leaſt x 
, Embarraſſment. How ſoon, and how eaſily, h 
. is the moſt finiſhed Piece of human Machinery bk 
is diſconcerted! But all the celeſtial Movements, | f 
8 are ſo nicely adjuſted; all cheir Operations. Wl 
F lo critically proportioned; and their mutual "WW 


gDependencies, ſo ſtrongly connected; that they 
11 WW prolong their beneficial Courſes, throughout 
a all Ages. While mighty Cities are overwhelm- 


-<X re, po a RET DO ARDENT, Da. 
r 


ng ed with Ruin, and their very Names loſt in | 
« Oblivion: While vaſt Empires are ſwept from | 
7 het, Foundations, and leave not o un 380 as \ 
= © a hadowy Tac of their, ace ner 
de bm bus 9181091114 ba Ra id ;emoins | 
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ISCSI: 


e: W ile all ae Things are ſubjeg 

a 1 tude, and flu uating in Uncertainy 

at . their Duration. T heſeare 
in th 16 Fundtions. Not one fail. 
Who ubts the conflant Succe ſſion, 

Ie 466 | 

Day. : and Nh a or the regular Returns 

ummer and inter? And why, 05 uh 


e of has ba ths "our Lox 
gives us yet firmer Ground of Lance! He af- 
fords us a ſur, er Bottom for our Faith, than the 
fundamental aws of the Univerſe. Heaven 
and Earth, He lays, ſhall paſs away; but ny 
Words ſhall not, in a ſingle Inſtance, or in one 
Tittle of their import, þaſsaway. No: his ſacred 
Word, whatever may obſtruct it; whoever 
may oppole i it; ſhall be fulfilledto the very ut- 
termoſt. 
0 powerful Word! How aſtoniſhing is its 
Efficacy | When this Word was iſſued forth, 
a. thouſand Worlds emerged out of nothing. 
Should the mighty Orders be repeated, a thou- 
land more would ſpring into Exiſtence. By 
of Word, the vaſt Syſtem of created Things 
upheld, in conſtant and immutable Perfec- 
9035 Should it give Command, or ceaſe to 


exert its Energy; the univerſal F rame \ ould be 
"ant 


lifſolyed, and all. Nature reverttg. TR original 
Chaos. And this very Wata 84% lor 
the Safety, the Comfort, the t e ˖ 
Godly. This inviolable. this Alm] ivhit 

Word, ſpeaks: inall the Promiſes of ine 7 
——_ How rangely infatuated. are our Souls, th har 
1 we ſhould value it ſo little? What Infidels,a 30 
1 we in fact, that we ſhould depend upon 1 8 


more! Did it create, whatever Has a Bei: 


this Word ; and ſhall it not be Aulficient, 0 
. buoy up our Souls in Troubles, or eſtabli 
them in Trials? Is it the Life of the Univerſe 0 


a and {hall it be a dead Letter to Maukind? 
, 1 4 wilh to > be heard, when 1 be hea- 


1 0 99.05 tO my . e e in chat welk 
| known Text,“ Aſk, and it ſhall be given you ©! 
If I long for the OT Comforter, to 1 
in my * and ſanctifſy my Nature; have 1 
not an apparent Title of this high Prerogative, 
conferred i in that ſweet aſſertive Interrogation; : 
How much more ſhall your heaveuly Fader 

| give the Holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk himt?” 
WH —f | earneſtly covet the ineſtimable Treaſures, 


that are compriſed in the great IMMANUEL'S 


Mediation; can I have a firmer Claim to the 


noble Portion, than is granted in that moll 


* Matt. vii. 7. 


+ Luke xi. 13, 
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| and ſhall it not work Faith, in our Breaſts! Do 
numbered Worlds, owe their Support ts to: 


R 3 Precious 


2 5 * . 
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precious Scripture; “ Him that cometh to Me. 
J will in no-wiſe caſt out“? — What Af. 
| ſurance; of being. intereſted in theſe unſpeak- 

able. Mercies, would I defixe ? What Form of 
N Conveyance ; What Deed of Settlement ;, were it 
leit to my on Option, ſhould I abank? Here 
is.the Word ofa King? the King immortal and 
inviſible; all whoſe.) Declarations f are Truth 
itlelf.—1f a Monarch beſtows Immunities ou 
A. Body. of. Men, and confirm them by an 
authentic Charter; no one controverts, no one 
queſtions, their Right to the Royal Favours. 
And why ſhould we ſuſpect the Val:dzty of thole 
glorious Grants, which are made by the ever- 
Jaſting Sovereign of Nature; which He has 
allo ratified, by an Oath, and ſealed with the 
Blood ot his Son ?—Corporations may be dis- 
franchited, and Charters revoked. Even 
Mountains may be removed, and Stars 
drop {rom their Spheres. But a Tenure, found- 
ed on the Divine Promiſe, is unalienably ſecure; 
is laſting, as Eternity itſelf. 

E have endeavoured to ſpell a Syllable of 
the eternal Name, in the ancient . 
of e bes We have catched a Glimpſe s 

the 


15 * John vi. 
N If theſe fail, 
The pillar'd Firmament is Rottenneſs, 


And Earth's Baſe built on Kaupdie. 


Mitt. be 
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the Almighty's Glory, from the Luſtre of in- 
numerable Stars. But, would we ' behold all 
his Excellencies, pourtrayed in full Perfection; 


and drawn to the very Life; let us attentively 


confider the REDEEM A L obſerve, there are 
ſome Parts of the Firmament, in Which the 


Stars ſeem, as it were, to eller. They are 
ſown thicker, they lie cloſer, than uſual; and 


ſtrike the Eye, with redoubled Splendor. Like 
the Jewels on a Crown, they mingie their 
Beams; and reflect an Increaſe of Brillancy, 5 
on each other. Is there not ſuch an Aﬀſem- 
blage, ſuch a Conſlellation of the Divine Hon- 
ours, moſt amiably effulgent in the Belle 


Jesus? 


Doxs not infinite Wiſdom. * due with für 


paſſing Brightneſs, in CHRIST ? To the Making 


of a World, there was no Obſtacle; but to the 
Saving of Man, there ſeemed to be unſurmount- 


able Bars. If the Rebel is ſuffered to eſcape; 


| where is the inflexible Fuſtice, which denounces 


„Death as the Wages of Sin?” If the Offen- 


| der is thoroughly pardoned; where is the in- 
violable Veracity, which has ſolemnly declared, 
+ The Soul that ſinneth, ſhall die?“ Theſe 


awful Attributes are ſet in terrible Array; and, 


| like an impenetrable Battalion, oppoſe the Sal- 
| vation of apoſtate Mankind. Who can ſuggeſt 


a Method to abſolve the traiterous Race; yet 
; vindicate 
F 3 he's next Note, 
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vindicate, the Honours of Alwighty Sove- 
reignty 2 This is an Intricacy, which, the mol} 
called of fi finite Intelligences, are unable tg 
clear. But, behold, the unſearchable Secret 
reveaſed! revealed m the wonderful Sei: 
tion, accompliſhed by a dying Saviour! 50 
| plainly revealed, that He Who runs ma 
read 5 and even Babes underſtand. What 
Minds of the Deepeſt penetration could not 
contrive. ene. Son of Gop; taking our 
Nature, obeys the Law, and undergoes Death 
in our Stead. By this means, the: threatened | 
Cur ſe is execuicd, in all its Rigour; and fre 
Grace. i is exerciſed, in all its Riches. Juſlice 
maintains her Rights, and, with a ſteady Hand, 
adminiſters impartial Vengeance; while Mercy 
_ diſpenſes her Pardons, and welcomes the re- 
pentant Criminal into the teudereſt Embraces. 
Hereby, the ſeemingly thwarting Attributes 
are reconciled. The Sinner is ſaved, not only 
in full Conſiſtence, with the Honour of the 
ſupreme Perfections; but to the moſt uluſirious 
Manifeſlalion of them all. 

WIERE does the Divine 5 ſo ſignally 


exert itſelf, as in the Croſs of CHRIST, and inthe 
Con- 


* "xk te Wiſdon of G 0D, and the Tower of 
G 0D. 1 Cor. i. 24.— 70 the Intent that now, unlo the 
Principalities and Powers in heavenly Places, might be known 
by the Church (by the amazing Contrivance, and Accom- 
pliſhment'ot its Redemption) the deep, extenſive, and 
greatly diverſified Wiſdom of G O D. Eph. iii. 10. 
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. Conqueſts of Grace Out Loks, in his le wel 
Stare of Humiliation, Sad more g lorious 
Victory; than when, tile rh the dividing 
Sea, Lad waſte honig laces, wth He r0i 
„upon his Chariots and Horſes of Sale kon- 
When his Hands were riyeted, with Irons, to 
the bloody Tree; He difarmed | Death of its 
Sting, and plucked the Prey ' from the Jaws: f 
Hell. Then, even then, = lle hen Was Guei 
in Weakneſs, He Mahlen the er Man, 
and ſubdued out moſt formidab En mies. 
Even then, he ſpoiled Prineipalities; triumph- 
ed over the Powers of Darkneſs; aud led 
Captivity captive. Now he is cxalted to his 
|; heavenly Throne, with what a prevailing Ef- 
ö ficacy does his Grace go forth, conquering, 
and to conquer! By this, the Slaves of Sin 
are reſcued from their Bondage, and reſtored 
to the Liberty of Righteouſneſs. By this, de- 
praved Wretches, whoſe Appetites were ſenſual, 
and their Diſpoſitions deviliſi; are not only 
renewed, but renewed afterthe Image of God, 
and made Partakers of a Divine Nature. Mil- 
lions, Millions of loſt Creatures are ſnatched, 
by the Interpoſition of Grace, like Brands from. 
the Burning; and, tranſlated into everlaſting 
/ Manfions, ſhine brighter than the Stars, ſhine 
7 bright as. the Sun, in the Rengdom of their, 
. Faber, hoe 539 $3 7 
: Wodan; your then ſee: an incomparably'r more 


bright: 
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bright Diſplay of the Divine Excellence, than 
the unſpotted Firmament, the Spangles of Hea- 
ven, or the golden Fountain of Day exhibit? 
Contemplate I ESsUS of Vazareth. He is the 
Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon. In his immaculate 
Nature; in his heavenly Tempers; in his moſt 
holy Liſe; the moral Perſeclions of the * 
are e to the higheſt Advantage *, 

Hark! how Mercy, with her charming Voice 
ſpeaks in all He utters. See! how Benevolence 
pours her choiceſt Stores, in all He does. Did 
ever Compaſſion look ſo amiably ſoft, as in 
thoſe pitying Tears; which ſwelled his Eyes, 
and wickled down his Cheeks, to bedew the 


Rancour of his inveterate Enemies? Was it 


poſſible for Patrence to aſſume a Form ſo love- ly 

Iy; as that ſweetly-winning Conduct, which Bil 

bore the Contradiction of Sinners? Which WW 

intreated the Obſtinate, to. be edel be- If 

ſought the Guilty, not to die?—In other R 
Things, we may find ſome ſcattered Rays ot Us 

Jenovan's Glory; but in Cur1sT they are all 

collected and united. In CHRIST, they beam 50 

forth, with the ſtrongeſt Radiance, with ihe . 
welt "delightful knee Out of Sion, and WI 4 

16516 53 t0,+18 P. 

VI 11 

JS In . hat Saying of our nn 16. eee A 


wp He that hath ſten M E hath feen the FAT HEX 
John xiv. 9. 


ly 
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in Son's great. Redeemer, hath 6 aþ- 
peared in perfe Beauty. ' © 
Stzaron-then, my Soul, above all they 
Purſuits, ſearch the Retords'of redeeming 
Love. Let theſe be che principal Objects of 
thy Study! Here employ thyſelf, with: the 
moſt un wearied Aſſiduity.— In theſe are hid all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge *. Suth 
Wiſdom; as charms and aſtoniſhes the very 


angels: Engages their cloſeſt. Attention, and 
| fills chem wich the e eb Suck 


Ku- 


2 Cob 3 ii. 3. Not 7 a mean 18 0 but 2 75 Rok 5 
not one Treaſure, but many; not many only, but all 
Treaſures, of true Wiſdom, and ſaving Knowledge; 5 
are in CAnISsT, and his glorious Goſpel.— The 
tranſcendent Excellency of thoſe Treaſures ſeems to be hine- 
ly intimated in that other Expreſſion, hid; or laid up; 
with the utmoſt Care, and the greateſt Safety. Not left 


| at all Adventures, to be ſtumbled upon, by every giddy 


Wanderer; or to fall into the Arms of the yawning 


Sluggard ; but, like Jewels of the brighteſt Luſtre, or 


Riches of the higheſt Value, kept in Store to adorn and 
reward the diligent Searcher, 


F This, 1 believe, i is the Import of thi Apoſles Len N 


guage, though it is not a litefal Tranſlation of it, 1 Pet. 


| 1, 12.—1 never had ſuch a lively Apprehenſion of the 


beautiful Significancy of the laſt Word in the Original, 
parakapſai; as when 1 have attended a Diſſection of ſome 
Part of the animal Body. In order to diſcern the Mi- 


nuliæ of the admirable Frame; the latent Wonders of 


Art and Mechaniſm ; the Eye is fo ſharpened, and its 
1 bo: A Leni, as gives a very juſt expe- 
\Kiments} 
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edge; as qualifies the Poſſeſſor, if no 
= Mices of Dignity on Earth, yet for the 


nolt hongu Adyancements in the Kin 
| e Hiſunitod from which Coe. 
J6 gall i 1150 1 80 is. but elaborate Im- 
POINT: 9 5 e ma nq,/ better than 
by WRC = Theſe Records contain 
faults Node of Dy Ny nobleſ 
Niete tives Fee bre othipg ſo powerlul, 
to work a Jivaly Faigh, and a joyſu! Hope; as 
an atſentiye Conſid eration. of our Lond's un- 
utterable Merits., Nothing ſo; {avercign, to 
antidojethe peſtilential Influence ofthe World, 
and FO gur Affections from a Slavery to 


ccts; as an habitual Remembrance 


1285 

is extreme Agonies. The genuine, the 

ever- fruitful Source ot all Morality, is the un- 

feigned Love of Curisr; and the Croſs, the 

Cross, is ay appointed * Altar, from which 
We 


e W on that expreſſive Phraſe, —With 
Juch earneſt Attention, is the everlaſting Goſpel con- 
templated, by the Angeli Orders! How much more, if 
it were pollißle. does it deſerve the devout and inceſlant 
bnſideration of kuman Minds? Since by them, it is not 
only to be ſpeculated, as a bright and raviſhing Diſplay 
of. 17 Divine Attributes; but to be applied to their 
falle Nature, as a moſt benign Scheme of recovering 
Grate: 

and Immortality. 

bo ad J. ſays our Loxy, if 1 be lifted. up from the 
2 ae extended. on the Fob, bu araw , all Men 


une 


(3.6 45 


; as the ſure and only Method of obtaining Lite 


ruf STARRY 'HEAVENS! 1970 
we may fetch a Coal *, to itikindle the faere 


Fite. }# * 441161 £36 3444 30 1 2201110 10 


BEHOL D;therefore;the Mar; the match 
leſs anti ſtupendous Mamg Whoſe Präktite Was 
: Patter of the moſt fexalted Viftue! ant his 
perſon the Mirror of every Divine Perfection. 
Examine'the Memoirs of his heuv en. Tem pes, 
and exemplary Converſation!“ Gôntemplate 
hat Choir of Gpdtel, whit Wold effot3itea ht 
his Mind, and ſhed the higheftLufttte on all 
his Actions. Famtharizeto/thy Thoughts his 
inſlructi ve Diſcourſes, afrd entet itto che vety 
Spirit of his refined Doctrines. That the 
Graces may be transfuſed into thy Breaſt, and 
the Doctrines tranſcribed in thy Lile.— Follow 
Him to | Catvary's horrid Eminence; to 
Calvarys fatal Cataſtrophe. Where Innocence, 
Dignity, and Merit, were made perfect through 
Sufferimngs: each ſhining, with all poſlible 
Splendor, through the tragical Scene; ſome- 
what like his own radiant Bow, then glowing 
with the greateſt Beauty, when appearing on 
the darkeſt Cloud. Be thy moſt conſtant At- 


| tention fixed, on that lovely and ſorrowful 


Spectacle. Behold the {ſpotleſs Victim, nailed 
tothe Tree, and ſtabbed to the Heart. Hear 
ie,, T9 BONN 


; : wo Ju 
SLES ls! 10 


72 


unto me: will give ſuch a rich and RE e e 
0 mL W 4 115 , 2 1 F OE 
{ my. Love, as ſhall' conſlitute the moſt powerful and 


| 
ey 
* 


alking Atträckive Of theirs © "John x11. 32, 
+ Alluding to 1/aiah vi. 6. 
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Him pouring out Prayers, for his Murderers; 
before He poured out his Soul, for Tranſgreſ- 
lors. See the Wounds, that ſtream with For. 
gtvenels; and bleed. Balm for a diſtempered 
World: Ol See the ſuſtice of the Almighty and 
his'Goodneſs; bis: Mercy and his Vengeance; 
every tem uαoνιs aud precious Altri bute mani. 
felled; manbfelted wich inen preſſible Glo, 
in qhat moſh huignominious, ꝙet grandeſt, of 
Ir anſactions „Ao iin 1. 
SN is ſo incanceivably great as cheſe 
his marvellous Works declare 
1 54 11 117 4 e 14 35 
5 Sinte the red! SoVreign ſends Ten thouſand 
5 25 Nee Worlds. J=9309199 | irt FED lr: 
J bels, He refiles bote them all, 
n Glory's unapprochable Receſs *; 
DIRT OE 1065 ph OJ Mit 15 f 
Were Vx FF 1 F: e 5 35 19 8 r = 
For this Quotatzon, and ſeveral valuable Hints, I ac- 
knowledge mylelf indebted to thoſe beautiful and ſub- 
lime Poems, intituled Night-Thoughts.—Of which 1 
ſhall only ſay, That 1 receive freſh Pleafure, and richer 
Improvement, from every renewed Peruſal. And, I 
think, I ſhall have Reaſon, to bleſs the indulgent Be- 
ſtower of all Wiſdom, for thoſe inſtructive and ani- 
mating Compoſitions, even in my laſt Moments, Than 
kehich, nothing can more emphatically ſpeak their f- 
Perton Excellence, nor giwe a more ſolid Satisfaction to 
their. Worthy Author. — Happy mould I think myiclt, 
42 theſe little Sketches of contemplative Devotion, might 
be honoured with the moſt- inferior Degree of the ſame 
Succeſs, Might receive a Teſtimony, not from the Voice 
ol Fame but from ihe dying Lips of fo me ediſied Chri- 


| how 
* 
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how can We forbear haſtening, with Moyes, 


bowing ge to ed Earth, 5 15 ene 
ing? 1 ini of + 15850 al 
or what art hovonialileþub\ediles advantas 
geous Employ, is Prayer! Advantlgeous. 
By Prayer, We cultivate that improving Cor“ 
reſpondence with] EHO VA'H;*Wecarry-on 
that gladdetimgAntercourſe wick his 8 PIRI H 
which muſt begin Here, in ordert to becoms 
pleted in Eternity. — Honourable. By 'Prayet, 
we have Acceſs to that mighty Potemtate; whoſe 
Sceptre ſways univerſal Nature, and lhoſerrich 
Regalia fill the Skies with Luſtre... Prayer, 
places us in his Preſence- Chamber; while the 
Blood of Sprinklint, Ngcnes ae 
Audience. HANAN 
Salt TI then bluſh to be found proſtrate; 
before the Throne of Grace? Shall I be aſhamed 
to have it known; that Toffer up ſocial Suppli- 
cations in the Family, or am conſcientious in 
obſerving my private Retirements? Rather, let 
me glory in this unſpeakable Privilege. Let 
me reckon it the noble/t Poſture,” to fall low on 
my Knees before his Footſtool; and the kigheſt 
Honour, to enjoy Communion with his moſt 
exalted Majeſty. —Incomparably more noble, 
than'to fit, in Perſon, onthe riumphal Chariot; 


or to ſtand, in eier; amidſt che Temple of 


23.4) np 
Worthies. |, 1 i 11M 25516 


Mosr ineſtimable, an ſach a 1355 5 
8 2 Pro- 
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Promiſe; which ſo often'decursintheprophetic 
Writing 8, And is the crowning Benefit of the 
bel Ot Rn, Jill be thy God. — Will this 
dia _ &xcellent; 2 Almighty Being, 

cha tobe my Portion? To ry upon a 
Poor\Sjfn&) GU Kerne of # County: 
nor the Poſſfe fſiori of the whole Earth; but his 
bh ever-blefſed' ef? Ma I then, through 
hisfteecondeſtenitig Gra | andthe unknown 
Merits of bis Son, look "upon all theſe in- 
finitely noble Attributes as my Treaſure? May 
I Legard che Wiſdom, Which ſuperintends ſuch 
a"Mokitiide 'of Worlds, as my Guide; the 
Pocher wich prod ced, and preſerves thein 
in Exiſtence, as' my Guard; the "Goodneſs 


ours für ders een all fo Aly Habitations 
of Sf Hppinets as my exceeding: great Reward ?— 
Whit a Fund of Felicity, is included in ſuch a 
Bleſſing! How often does the Iſracliliſi Prince 
exult in the Aſſurance, that this unutterable 
and boumdleſs Good is his own? Intereſted in 
this, he bids Defiance to every Evil, that can be 
Areaded; and reſts in certain Expectation of 
every 'Blefling,” that can be defired. The 
LORD ismyiLight, and my Salvation; whom 
en felt I feb? The LO R D. with an Air of 
Exdltation, he lepeats both his Afflance, and 
is” Challenge, 75 te Teng” Amy Life; of 
15 15 5 = Whon 
[I i ede „Heb. Wil. 10. 


E r OI 


— 


— 


Fr PLY 


0 Cd 


> 


— 


= @O& 


— — — 


— 
_ — 


TE STARRY HEAVENS. 201 


whom then ſhall T be afraid“? Nothing ſo ef- 
fectual, as this appropriating, . o inſpfre 
2 Dignity of Mind, ſuperior 10, ttanf ryrAry 
Trifles ;, or to ereate.a Calmneſs N Te PEE, 
unalarnied; by vulgar. Fears, 8 Y 
Death. ſelf. —T he LORD is my, Yhepherd, 
lays the ſame truly gallant, and: heroig Pe rlon- 
age therefore ſhall x1 lack nothing f., 9 10 
is it pollible, He ſhould ſaffer Want, w 
the All-ſufficient Fulnefs for l Saad 83 8 
long as unerring, Wiſdlom is capable of con- 
riving the Means; ſo long as uncontroulable 
Power. is able to execute) them; ſugh a 
cannot fail of being ſaſe and h appy; 1 15 
he continue amidſt the Vici Mendes. oh; Lime, 
or depart into the unchangeable Eternity, \.,, 
Hers, let us ſtand a Moment, and humbly 
contemplate this great Gop, together withour- 
ſelves, in a relative View. If we, reflect on the 
Works of material Nature, their, Number, i in- 
comprehenſible, and their Extent unmeaſ urable: 25 
each of them apart, ſo admirably framed; the 
Connexions of the Whole, ſo-exquiſttelyregu- 
lated; and all derived, from one and the ſame 
glorious Agent—If we recolle& the far more 
noble Accompliſhments of elegant Taſte, and 


_ diſcerning Judgment; of refined Affeclions, 


and exalted/Sentiments ; hich are to he fund, 


amongiche ſeveral Orders of intelligent Exiſt+ 


83 5 ence: 
Pfal. xxvii. 1 8 Pal, XXiil. . 
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ence and allſof them flowing, in rich Ema. 
nations, from the one ſole Fountain of intel- 
lectual oEight=#If-,we farther conſider this 
Authorlbf material Beauty, and moral Excel- 
laucmaas a Guardian, a Governor, and Be. 
nefſactor, to all his Creatures: ſupporting the 
whole Syſtem and protecting each Individual, 
by..am{ever-watchftul- Providence; preſidin 
over the minuteſt Affairs, and cauſing all E- 
vents to terminate in the moſt extenſive Good; 
heaping, wih unremitted Liberality, his Bene- 
fits upon every capable Object, and making the 
Grreuit of the Univerſe a Seminary of Happi- 
_neſs— Is it poſſible for the human Heart, un- 
der fuck captivatin g Views, to be different 
enen migh boumiful Ori 
immerled-in' Stupidity, | as to ſay unto the Al- 
mighty—In the Language of an irreligious 
Temper, and licentious Life, to ſay ? © Depart 
* from Us; ye implore not thy Favour; nor 
deſirethe Knowledge ofthy Ways. — Won- 
der, O Heavens be amazed, O Earth ! and let 
the Inhabitants of both expreſs their Aſtoniſh- 
ment, at this unparalleled Complication of 
dilingenuous, ungrateful, deſtructive Perverſe- 
C 
Ix we conſider our fallen and imperſeci State; 
ſrail. in our Bodies; enfeebled in Our Minds; 
in every Pait of our, Conſtitution, and in 1. 
e 5 the 
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the Occurrences of Life, | like a tottering Wall, 
or a broken Hedge. — If we ſurvey out in. 
digent and infirm State without Holineſs;' 
without ſpiritual;Strength' our Poſſeſſion of 
prefent- Convemiencies, intirely dependent on 
God's: fovereign Pleaſure ; yea; forfeited, quitly: 
forfeited; with every future Hope, by a thous 


| and aggravated Iniquities. If we add the vari- 
| ous Diſaſters of Our, Conditi onipagit ate Las we 


are by tumultuous Paſſions; oppreſſed with 

diſpiriting Fears; held in Suſpenſe bya Va- | 

riety of perplexing *:Caxes: liable to Pains, 
+SEL 40)" FIS4LLL1 10 Novi 53113 to i and 


aer 


x 
* 


* Perplexing-—Thoſe who read the original Language 
ot the New Teſtament, are ſufficientlyappriſel, that fuch 
is the Significancy of that benevolent Diſſuaſive, urged d 


| our Lox D, me merimnũte, Mall. vi. 25.-—tT beg Leave, 1 
for the Sake of the unlearned Reader, to obſerve; That i 
| bur Tranſlation, though for the moſt Part faithful and 1 
excellent, as here miſrepreſented our Divine Maſter's 
Meaning. Take no Thought for your Food, for your 
Raiment, for your bodily Welfare, is not only abtihe 

true Senſe, but the very Revetſe of the Seriptural Doc- 
. trine, We are required to take a prudent and moderate: 

Thought, for the Neceſſaries of Life. The Sluggard, 
: who neglects this decent Precaution, is ſeverely repri- 

manded ; is ſent to one of the meaneſt Animals, to blafh' 
; for his Folly, and learn Diſcretion from her Conduct; 

Prov, vi. 6. Our Saviour's Precept, and the exact Senſe 
of his Expreſſion, is, Take no anxious Thought; in- 
ö dulge no perplexing Care. No ſuch Care, as may argue 
| an unreaſonable Di/truſt of Providence; or may end and 


ear your Minds with diſtreſſing, with pernicious Solici- 
: tude, | 5 1 
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and expoled to Troubles; Troubles from every 
Quanter.;' Troubles of every Kind — Can 
we amidſt ſo many Wants, under ſuch de- 
plorable Infirmities, and ſubject to ſuch di. 
ſtrous Accidents can we be unconcerned, 
whether God's omnipotence, irreſiſtible, all 
conducting Hand be againſt Us? Imagination 
itſelf ſhudders at the Thought Can we reſt 
ſatisfied, without a wel-grounded - Perſuaſion, 
that we are reconciled to this ſupreme Lozy, 
and the Objects of his unchangeable Goodneſs! 
If there be an abandoned Wretch, whoſc 
Apprehenſions are ſo fatally blinded; who is ſo 
utterly loſt to all Senfe of his Duty, and of 
his Iniereſt; let me bewail his Miſery, while! 
abhor his Impicty. Bewail his Miſery; though 
Popularity, with her choiceſt Laurels, adom 
his Brow; though Affluence, with her richeſt 
Delicacies, load his Table ; tho' half a Nation, 
or half a World, conſpire to call him happy. 
Max I, by a believing Application, ſolace 
f in this everlaſting Source of Love, per- 
lion, and Joy! Grant me this Requeſt, and 
I afk no more. Only, that I may expect. not 
with a reluctant Anxiety, but with a ready 


5 Chearfulneſs, the Arrival of that important 


Hour; when this Veil of Fleſh ſhall drop, and 
the Shadows of Mortality flee away. When 
I ſhall no longer complain of obſaute Know- 
wa languid Affections; and emperifett-Frut- 


tion 
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on but ſhall ſee the uncreated and immortal 
Majeſty. See Him, not in chis diſtant and 
unaffecting Method, of reaſoning ſtom his 
Works; but with the moſt clear and direct In- 
nition of the Mind. When ſhalb love Him, 
not with a cold and contracted Spiritʒ but with 
the moſt lively and inlarged Emotions of Gra- 
titude. When I hall inceſſantly enjoy che 
Light of his Countenanee; and be united, i 
ſeparably united to his all glorious -GopuraD: 
—Take, ye Ambitious, unenvied and-unops 
poſed, take to yourſelyes the Toys of Sthte. 
May I be enabled to vejoice in this bleſſęd 
Hope; and to triumph inſthat amiable, that 
adorable, that deligheful Name, the Logn Mur 
God! And I mall ſcarce beſtow a Thoughts 
on the ſplendid Pageautry of the World, un- 
leſs it be to deſhiſe its dens Dame atlde to 
pity ns deluded Admirers. ali 
ALL theſe Bodies, though ite te ita 
Size, and almoſt infinite in their Multitude, 
are obedient to the Divine Command. The Gop 
of Wiſdom * telleth ' their Numbers,“ and is 
intimately acquainted with their various Pro- 
perties. The Gop of Power „ calleth them 
all by their Names, and aſſigus them whats 
oe ver Office He pleaſes. —He marſhals allithe 
ſtarry Legions, with infinitely. greater Eaſe and 
nicer Order; than the moſt expert General}; 
arranges his diſciplined * He eee 
their 
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their Polls; he marks their" Route; he fixes 
the Time for their Return. The Polis, which 
he appoints, they occupy, without fail. In 


the Route, Which he ſetiles, they perſevere, with. 


out the leaſt Debiatiou. Aud to the omg, 
which he fixes for their Return, they ar 
pteciſely punctual. He has given them a ah 
which through a long Revolution ofAges, ſhall 
not be broken; unleſs his ſovereign Will in- 
terpoſes for its Repeal; Then indeed, the 
Motion of the celeſtial Orbs is controuled; 
their Action remains ſuſpended; or their in. 


fluence receives à new Direction. — The Sun, 


at his Creation, iſſued forth with a Command, 
to travel perpetually through the Heavens, 
Since which, he has never neglected to rh 
the great Circuit; rejoicing as 4 Grant to r 
his Race. But, when it is requiſite to accom- 
pliſh the Purpoſes of Divine Love, the Orders 
are countermanded; the flaming Courier re- 
mit > his Career; lands fell. in Gibeon f; and, 
60 for 
Al The Plants aud all the Wisent Hoſt of 
66, « heavenly Bodies. perform their Courſes and Revolu- 


« tions, with ſo much Certainty and Exactneſs, as never 
once to fail; but, for almoſt 6000 Years, come con- 


ſtantly about to the fame Period, in the hundredth 


«Part ofa Minute. STA ckn. Hiſt. Bible. 
=P "This": 1s ſpoken i in Conformity to, the Scripture 
Language, and according to the common Notion. With 
reſpect to the Power which effected the Alteration ; It 
is much the lame Thing, and alike miraculous ; "whether 
the Sun, or the Earth, be ſuppoſed to move. 


a 
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F for the Conveniency of the choſen; People, 
1 holds back the falling Day.— The Moon was 
n diſpatched with a Charge, never to intermit 
ber revolving Courſe. till Day and Night come 
5 10 all; End. 13 But when the 0 hildren of Pro- 
0 vidence; are tobe favoured with an uncommon 
, Continuance of Light, the halts in her March; 
| makes a ſolemn Pauſe in the Valley o Ajalon'*; 
i and delays to bring on her attendant Traincof 
e Shadows. — When the Enemies of the Lozp 
. are to be diſcomfited, che Stars are levied into 
T the Service; the Stars are armed, and take the 
U Field; the Stars, in their Courſes, fought again}l 
| Hiſera f. CCC 211 45 
n * Joh; x. 12, 13. The Prophet Habaktub, accbrd- 
n ing to his lofty Mannen, celebrates this Event ; and 
points out, in very poetical Diction, the Deſign of ſo 


$ ſurpriſing a Miracle. —The & un and Moon fiood fil in their 
a Habitation : In the Light, the long- continued and mira- 


2 culous Light, thy Arrrows, edged with Deſtruction, walk- 
, ed on their awful Errand; in the clear Shining of the 
T Day, protracted for this very Purpoſe, thy. glittering 
f Spear, launched by thy People, but guided by thy Hand, 
. ſprung jo its Prey. Hab. ili, 11, NMH een 
5 . Judg. v. 20.—The ſcriptural Phraſe fought againſt, 
N will, I hope, be a proper Warrant for every Expreſſion, 
h l haye, uſed on this Occaſion, —The Paſſage is generally 
{uppoſed to ſignify, that , ſome very dreadful , Metgors 
which the Stars were thought to, influence) ſuch, as 
herce' Flaſhes of Lightning ; impetuous Showers of Rain; 
and rapid Storms of Hail; were employed by the Al- 
r s te terrify, annoy, and overthrow the rene 
5 4 CC 
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__ 80 dutiful is material, Nature 15 80 obſequi. 
ous, in all hep . her Greator's Plea. 


fure!—The Bel! elowing; hunders; liſten to his 
Nice: ha FL gages Lig eng obſerve the 

on of his Eyes The flying, Storm; and 
ELL Wh rl wind,. wear his Vote. The 
e his N ad they ſhake the 
Earth; they daſh the Skies; yet, neyer offer 


to paſs, the Limits, which He has preſcribed.— 
Even the planetary Spheres; though valtly 
larger than ghis Wide-extended Earth; are, in 
his Hand, as Clay in the Hands of the Potter. 
Though, \ſwifter than the Northern Blaſt, they 
Tweep, the long Tracts of ther; yet, are they 
guided by his Reins, and execute whatever He 
injoins.— All choſe enormous Globes of central 
Fire, which beam throughthe boundleſs Azure; 
in compariſon of which. an Army of Planets, 
were like a Swarm of Summer Inſects; thole. 
even 


K 


— oJ 


of 1 rae If fo, there cannot be a more clear and lively 
\Paraphraſe. on the Text, than thoſe fine Lines ot a 
Frubiſh * Writer. — His ſevere Wrath Jhall H E ſharpen for a 
Sword; and the World /hall fight with him againſt the Un- 
godly. Then. nal the right-aiming Thunderbolts go a- 
| Money and from the Clouds, as from a well-drawn Bow, 
Mull l ey fly to the Mark. And Hail-Rones, Full of Wrath, 
ſhall be oft out of a Stone Bow ; and the Water of. the, Sea 
mull rage agitinſt them; and the Floods (aß was the Calc 
of che River Kiſten) Halt chilly area lien., Yea, « 
mighty Witid hall Hund up Pare len; and ke Storm, 
Yhall-blsw them away: Wild. v. 20, 21, 22, 23. 


olle! 


evi 
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TR even thoſe; are conforthable to His WIII. as the 
a. ellag Was td the impreſſed Sell. AS ince all, 
is Wl «11s öbedtent, throughtilt ut cd wIldle Afeeitt 
i of Things, ll Man Pe che bf Rebel agattift 
d the Almighty Maker p Shalf (eſe uritttly A5. 
be WY petites, reſec is 'overtjthedt! art Wehle it fr 
ne BY Allegiance? "Shall theſe "Regt ſtiong e . 
er break tobe om Divine Neßttalſit? arch r 
id in- Evorbiiant Sallies, aftel l © 
ly Imagination? / (29 tf 6-1) Hel 9111 1399 
in Our Soul, be tung ik, REMbrn an a 
. oncrwhelmed with | Copfulih, the Thing 
5 Is it not a richteots? Thins, that tlie Blee 
9 Goo ſhould ſway the Sceptre, with the moſt 
le abſolute Authority, over all the Creatures, 
al which his Power Has formed? Eſpecially over 
thoſe Creatures; whom his diſtinguiſhing Fa- 
vour, has enducd. with the noble Plinci ple of 
Reaſon,” and made capable of a bliſsful Im- 
morality ? Sure, if all the Ranks of inanimate 
Exiſtence, conform to their Maker's Decree, 
by the Meceſſity of their Nature, this more ex- 
cellent Race of Beings, ſhould pay their equal 
Homage, by the willing Compliance of their 
AﬀteQions * pero pales all ” Fee of my 
Lor. II. n Mind; 


A 13 7 55 % , rz. 
8 This Ar ment, 1 9 is not. abſolutely 
concluſive Aut At, As Fu eh and ltriking. Nor BN, 
thin mytelt oblige: n ſuch 2 12 80 Where, Fancy. 
e Teen Sw e e le. 
fn Caution 
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Mind; come; all ye Powers, of my Body; give 
up yourſelves, without a Moments Delay, 
without the leaſt Reſerve, to his Governance. 
Stand, like dutiful Servants, at his Footſtool 
in an gelle, Readineſs, to do whatloever 
He requires; to be; whatloever He appoint, 
A 0 with united Efforts, the Purpoſe; 
of his Glory in this earthly. Scene: or. elle to 
ſeparate; without ReluRance, at his Summons 
ae one, to ſleep in the ſilent Duſt; the other, 
to. advance his Honour, in ſome 'remoter 
Colony, of his Kingdom;— T bus, may I join 
wih all the Works of the Logp, in all Places 
of his Dominion, to recognize his univerſal 
Supremacy ; 1 And, proclaim Him? Sov ereign of 
Saws, fs well as, Ruler, of Worlds,r: 915 
Tr UE an f . Ar 
Caution and: Ba of a F i in he Schools if 


$*: 4 


there be ſome A pearance of Analogy, between the Fad 
and the Inference, it ſeems ſufficient for my Purpolc; 
though the Deduction ſhould not be neceſſary, nor the 
Proceſs ſtrictly ſyllogiſtical.—One of the Apoſtolic Fa- 
thers, Has an affecting and ſublime Paragraph, which 
runs in this Form: The Sun, the Moon, and the /iarry 
| Choir, without the leaſt Deviation, and with the umg. Har- 
nibily{ 'þer form tie Revolutions appointed them by the Juß reme 
Decree; From which Remark, and abundance of other 
limlar Inſtances, obſervable in the Occonomy-/ of Na- 
ture; he exhorts Chriſtians, to a cordial Unanimily ar 
moug themſelves, and a dutiful Obedience, to „Cod. Vid. 
Roman. 1 Ep. ad Corinth. Seck. 10 Ste alſo a 

bes iful Ode in Br. Matis s Lyric Poems intfiuled Te 


Compariſon and Complaint, which, gorhoopgdnuthi very 


Thought. 


3 THIS TRI 1 a, 


1 "> j ty) we 
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Ar my firſt coming abroad, all theſe Lumi- 


naries were a ſed, by the overpowering g Luſtre 


of the Sun. They were all placed in tlie ve 
ame Stations; and played the fate {pris titly 
Beams; yet, not one of them was ſeen. As the 
Daylight wore a way. and the ſober Shades 2A 
vanced; Heſperus, who'leads the ſtatty Train, 
diſcloſed his radiant Forehead, and catched 
my Eye. While 1 ſtobd gazing on his bright 
and beautiful Afpect, ſeveral of his Attendarts 
peeped through the blue Chitaitis. Scarce had 
turned to obſerve theſe freſſi Ematiations of 
Splendor; but others dropt the Veil; others 
ſtole into View. When 10! Kaltef And more 
numerous, Multitudes ſprung from Obſcurity; 


they poured, in fhining Troops, and in fert 


Confuſion, over all the empyrean Plain. Till 
the Firmament ſeemed, ' like one vaſt Conſtel- 
lation; and © a Flood of ae burſt from all 
* the Skies,” 


Is not ſuch the Riſe, and ach the Progreſs 
of atrue Converſi on, in the prejudiced Infidel, 
or inattentive Sinner? During the Period of his 


vainer Years, a Thouſand intereſting Truths, 
lay utterly undiſcovered; a Thouſand moment- 
ous Concerns, were intirely difregarded.' But, 

when divine Grack diſſipates the delufive Glit- 


ter, which dazled his Underſtanding, and bes 
guiled his Affections; then, He begins to dif 


corn, dimly to diſcern the Things which bes 
T2 long 
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logg tink 5 lis Peace. 80 ine Adtonition of 
Ahe darts Convidtion into his Soul; 25 

AN 9 einge o Vila a Stax, ierces the Gloom 
ö he —T en, P 1! | mother awful, or 
Aae r BY: 1Þ1 9, Terror, or diffuſes 


n mfoft. 7 Ke TR A late 5 his Fears, or 
a P 4 e bis ke pes. This. poſlibly 
is det ome . . 72 Diſpenſation of 
1 PRE improved by Tame edilying 
and n/tr dive Con erſation, All which is 
eſtabliſhed, a as to its Continuance! and inlarged, 
0 1 7 by a diligent, Study of he 
Ted V ond By chis Means, new Truths 
continually pour cheir Evidence. Scenes of re- 
fined and 8 but hitherto unknown De- 
light, addreſs Him with their Attractives. New 
Delires take Wing; now ; Purſuits are ſet on 
Foot. A new Turn of Mind forms his Tem- 
per; a new Habit of Converſation regulates 
his Life. In a Word; old Things are paſſed 
away; and all Things become new. He, who 
was ſometime, Darkneſs, is now Light, and 
Life, and Joy in the Lon pv. 1295 
Tux more attentively I view. Ahe cry -yſtal 
Concave, the more fully I diſcern dhe Richnel 
of its” Decorations. Abundance of minuter 
Lights, Which lay concealed from a, ; ſuper ficial 
Notice, are viſible on a cloſer Examination. 
Eſpecially in thoſe Tracts ofthe Sky, Which are 
e the Galaxy; and are diſtinguiſhable, by 


4 


%% A GQ Q .. HR... 


within our Horizon. —Was 1 (which, 18 {till 
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a fort of milky Path. There, the Stars are 
crouded, rather than diſſeminated, The Re- 
gion ſeems to be all on a Blaze, with their 


blended Rays. — Belides this valt Prof fuſion, 
which in my preſent Situation the Eye diſco- 
vers; was I to make my Survey, from any 


” 1 


other Part of the Globe, lying nearer the 
Southern Pole; I ſhould behold a new. Choir 
of ſtarry. Bodies, which have, never appeare 


{TE 


more wonderful) either -Here or There, to 
view the Firmament with the Virtuolo's Sits: 
I ſhould find a prodigious Multitude of flame- 

ing Orbs, which, immerſed in Depths of Ether, | 
eſcape the keeneſt unaſſiſted Sion * Vet, ba 
theſe various Situations; even. with the Aid 


of che Teleſcopic Tube; 1 ſhould not be able to 
deſcry the Half, perhaps not a Thouſandth Part, 
of thoſe majeſtic Luminaries, which the vaſt 
expanſive Heavens contain *.—So, the more 


— „ diligent . 


* Come forth, O Man, yan azure Round ſurvey, | 
And view thoſe Lamps, which yield eternal Day. 
Bring forth thy Glaſſes: clear thy woud'ring Eyes: 
Millions beyond the former Millions riſe : | _ " 
Look far Sts, Millions more blaze from remater ( 
HSE 8 ies. 15 
1 e e '@ Feu, intüuled The Univerſe. 
Wy How noble, conſidered in this View, are the 'Cele- 
brations' of the/Divine Majeſty, which frequently occur 
10 the facred Writings: Il is the L OR N that, anch the 
22 
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diligently Igpurſue my Search, into thoſe 
Quzacles; of eternal Ituch, the. Scriptures; ! 
PRES, wider, a deeper; an 9 
und of Fire ur eee I perceive the 
brighter Stroßes H Wildem, and the richer 
Diſplays ot .Gopdnds;1.a{more-tranſkendent 
Excellency in the; lyſtr; igus: Meſhab, and a 
mere deplorable ilengls in fallen Man; a 
more immaculate Purity, in Gon $ TLaw, and 
more precious Privileges inf his Goſpel. Yet, 
after a Courlejot, Study, ever ſo aſſiduous; ever 
{o prolonged; I ſhould. have Reaſon to own 
my ſellf, a mare Babe in heavenly; Knowledge; 
oy, at mpſt, but ga huenile Tabficien. in the 
Schgol af Cas r. 
„AxkER all my wat. accurate n 
thoſe ſtarry, Orbs appear but as glillering Points, 
Even the Planets, though ſo much nearer our 
earthly Manſion, ſeem only like burning Bul- 
lets. If then, ive have ſuch imherſecl Apprehen- 
feons of vilible and material Things; how much 
Mose kenn and 0 0 abe muſt be our No- 
yaa 7100 tions 


01 


batch Pf., Kcvi. 5. hal a piochtzous Dignity, docs 
ſuch a Senfe of Things give to that devout Aſcription 
of Praiſe / Thou, even Thou, art L ORD alone; T hou haji 
matle Pletien, "the Heaven of Heavens, with all their oj. 
Nehem. 1x. 6.—Examined by this Rule, the beautiſul 
erage in Gut infpired Hymn,-is ſublime. beyo1 nd Yen, 
pare, raiſe HIM. Sun and Meon ! Praiſe” Fal, all 
"Je fag Light: 5 Ha s H. 1 M. ” 5 44 Then vn 
Pfal. eln. 3. 4; an 


ks 95 1 ö o 4 
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ttuate in that Quarter, we perceive no Change in their 
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tions of inviſible and immortal Objects! W 
behold the Stars.” Though every one is it 
comparably bigger than the Globe we inhabit; 


er they dwindle, upon dur Sutvey, inte the 


oll diminutive Forms, Thus, We Lee by e ait 1 
the Glories of the bleſſed Jesos, the Ani 
Efficacy of His Death; the juſtifying Merit o 
his Riglieonfneſs; ; and the Joys, which are 
reſerved! for his Followers. But Alaſs! even 


our moſt exalled Ideas, are vaſtly below''the 


Truth. As much below the Truth; as tlie 
Report, which our Eyes make of thoſe celeſtial 
Edifices, is inferior to their real Grandeur. 
Should we take in all the magnifying { Ainces' 
which Art has contrived; | thoſe luminous 
Bodies, would elude our Skill, and appear as 


ſnall as ever. Should an Inhabitant of Earth, 


ravel towards the Cope of Heaven; and be 


carried forwards, in his aerial Journey, more 


han a Hundred and ſixty Millions of Miles“; 


even in that advanced Situation, thoſe Oceans 


of Flame, would look no larger, than radiant 
Specks, —In like manner, conceive ever ſo 


wine, of the :- Redeemer, 8 IONRNIEs | 


111 . Ae þ- 7 15 F445 - £435 1 4 and 


* This, | incredible as it FE ſeem, i is not a mere Lope 
19 9 0 A. a real Fact. For, about the Twentysfirſt 
of December, we are above 160,000,000. of Miles nearer, 


the Northern. 1 rts..of the Sky, than we were at. the 
Twenty hilt of June. Aud yet, with regard tot e Stars 


ted, nor any Augmentation of their Magniti e. 
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and; of. the Bliſs, which he has purchaſed for 
his People; yet you will fall ſhort,, Raiſe your 
Imagination . higher ; ſtreich your Invention 
vier; give them all the ſcope, which a ſoaring 
and excurſive Fancy can take; ſtill, your Con- 
ceptions will be extremely diſpropontionate, to 
their genuine Perfetions.—Valt are the Bodies 
whick roll in che Expanſe of Heaven: vaſler 
far are thoſe Fields) of Ether, through which 
they run their endleſs Round: but the Excel 
lency of Jxsvs, and the Happineſs laid up for 
his. Servants, are greater than either; than 
both ; than all. An inſpired Writer calls the for- 
mer, The unſearchable Riches of CHRIST ;“ 
and ſtiles the latter, * An exceeding great and 
eternal Weight of Glory,” 


.- Is. thoſe Stars, are ſo. many inexhauſtible 
Magazines of Fire, and immenſe Reſervoirs of 
Light; there is no Reaſon to doubt, but they 
have ſome very grand Uſes, ſuitable to the Mag- 
nificence of their Nature. To ſpecify, or ex- 
plain, the particular Purpoſes they anſwer; 1s 
altogether; impoſſible, in our preſent State of 
Diſtance and Ignorance. This, however, we 
may clearly diſcern; they are diſpoſed in that 
very Manner, which. is moſt pleafeng and molt 
ſerviceable to Mankind. —T hey are not placed 
at an infinite Remove, ſo as to lie beyond our 
Sightz neither are they brought ſo. near our 
Abode, as. to annoy us with their Beams. We 
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ſee them ſhine on every Sie. The er 
Azure, Which e them as a Grou nd 
heightens their 81 plendor. A h fame Time, 
their Influenc rind 12 and their Rays Ne 
dellitute f Hear, 80 char wie Are ſluttounded 
wich a Multitude of Retry” Globes, Which béau- 
ufy” and iltümfndte thi Firmament, without 
any Riſque, ether to tlie Coole bf our Night, 
or the Viet of dur Rep Ole WII Fan Af 
fciemtiy admire _ alete Bega; 
which, on our Account; Arews the Earth 4with 
Bleſſings of every Kind; and vouchfafes to 
make the very Heavens, fabſervientto our De- 
light? Sz 4344,Þ 0 £05781 I. L. (SOLD 
Ir is not ſolely” to adorn the Roof of our 
palace, wich coſtly Gildings; that Go com- 
mands the celeſtial Luminaries,” to glitter 
through the Gloom. We alſo reap conſiderable 
Benefits, from their Miniſtry. — They divide 
our Time, and fix its ſolemn Periods. They ſet- 
tle the Order of our Works ; and are, according 
tothe Deſtination mentioned in ſacred Writ; 
„for Signs, and for Seaſons; Jong 62 46 and for 
Lears.“ The Returns of Heat and Cold alone, 
would have been too precarious a Rule. But 
theſe radiant Bodies; by the Variation, and 
allo by the Regularih, of their Motions; afford 
&h6d: of calculating, abfolutely\etthin; 
and ſafficitntly-obyious. Buy this; the Fur mes 
is * tilted, hen to commit his Grain ts dle 
Fur- 
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Furrows, and how to conduct the Operations 
of Huſhandry! By this, the Sailor knows. When 
to proceed on his Voyage, with) leaſt Peri]; 
and how to carry on the Bufineſs of Naviga 
tion; with meſt Succeſss. 

Wur ſhould; not the Chriſtian) . Probe. 
tioner for, Eternity, learn from the ſame Moni- 
tors, to number lor nobler Purpoſes, to num- 

ber his Days f and duly to trauſact the grand, 
_ „Affairs., of his everlaſting. Salvation? 
Gon has appointed ſo many bright Mea- 

lurers: of our Iäme, to determine its larger 
Periods, and to minute down its ordinary 
tages; ſure, this moſt ſtrongly inculcates its 
Value, and ſhouldpowerfully promptus to im- 
prove it.—Behold ! the ſupreme Lord marks 
the Progreſs of our Life, in that moſt conſpi- 
cuous Kalendar above. Does not ſuch an Or- 
dination tell us, and in the moſt emphatical 
Language; That our Life is given for Uſe, not 
for Waſte? That no Portion of it is delivered, 
but under a ſtrict Account; that all of it is en- 
tered; as it paſſes, in the Divine Regiſter; and, 
therefore, that the Stewards of ſuch a Talent, 
are to expect a future Reckoning? Behold! the 
very Heavens are bid to be the Accomptants, of 
our Yearg,/and. Months, and Days. O] may 


this induce, us to manage them, with avigilant 


Frugality; to part with them, as Miſers with 
e gn * et 1 — 


11 50 5 999 1 IV; 
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iy; and. if poſſible, as Merchants" with their 
rick Commodities; not without! an Equivalent, 
cher in perſonal lemprovement, or focal Uſe- 


fulneſs 16 219 8 fi FO V8 51 Nn DAE 


How brightthe ſtarry Dixttofids Thinie?! The 


Ambition of Eaſtern Monarchs could imagine 


no Diſtinction more noble and ſublime, than 
that of being likened to thoſe e Grbs 5 
—They form Night's riche/t Dreſs; and ſpat- 
lle upon Her fable Robe, like Ide che fre K 
Luſtte. Like Jewels! IWrong their Character. 
The lucid Stone has no Brillancy; ; 'quenehed'is 
the Flame even of the golden Tepdz by compared 
with thoſe glowing) Decorations of Heaven. 
How widely are their We e oy 1 el“ 
No Nation | ſo remote, but ſees the cy, e 
aud rejoices in their Uſefulneſs. T Hap "ha 
bedn . admired by all preceding” Genter 
and every riſing Age, will gaze on their 
Charms; with renewed Delight.-—How ant- 
nating; then, is that Promiſe, made to the ſaich- 
{ul Miniſters of the Goſpel! They that turn 
„many to Rigtrcouſnels ſhall Hine as the 
Stars for ever and ever Is not this à möſt 
vinning⸗ Engouragement, * to ſpend and” be 


*© tpent;" in the Service of Souls? ? Methinks” 


the Stars beckon; as they twinkle. Methifks.” 
they he me/their. Splendors, on pur pole kc g 
wb, bich Alaerih, in the Race ſet echte! 


ec rie bas WII e Lib 1200 eg? 


„Numb. xxiv. 17. Dan. viii. 10. 1 Dan. xii. 3. 
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4s bun. eine 031 | 
106 Pri: in the 

e e ma. 
= mo auf ma 


- N 1 * "4 4 5 : » 
» 
IT harm: 


0 Lhe; 75 h, ny your In- 
has dich 2 when, Z 2 55 langutd, 
Hays 900 zurle:to. 7781 ven Lamps. If io 
1 K Ay mw inlets Aiden, at thoſe | inex- 
t 1575 le PT i 
Fe VF # the. Polax. San, it, is N. kls: has 
while other er Luminaries. aller their arion, 
mr ſeems, inyatiably. fixed e While other 
Taminars, ; now, mount the Battlements of 
Jeaven, and appear upon Duty; now, retire 
beneath the Horizon, and reſign to a freſh Set, 
the, Watches of the Night; this never departs 
from i its Station, This, in every Scaſon, main- 
rains, an uniform Poſition; and is always to 
'be | found, in the ſame Trad of che Northern 
Sky. Hoy, often has this beamed bright Intel- 
ligence on the Sailor; and conducted the 
1 Fel, 59 i its ae e In carl ft thole, 


LOT adn 28; e Who 
he n Non { 7775 971 7/3 8. 


41 Jha in dana bs he: / At the Ob 
4 35h N ae MR this en. bart revolyts rbund 


. pi roll ren 15 bob e eK ee wedeſcripe 
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who went .down to the Sea in Ships, and oc- 


cupied their Buſineſs in great Waters, had 


ſcarce an other fure Guide for theiß parcder- 
ing Veſſel. ' This is therefore they vi 1ew 

the Fab ſolicitoulß Attention. 
formed: their Obſervations, e their 


Voyage. When this was obſcured by Clouds, 


or inveloped in Miſts; the trembling. Mariner 
was bewildered, - on the watety Waſte. His 
Thoughts fluctuated, as much as the floating 
Surge; and he knew not, where he was advanc- 
ed. or whither he ſhould: ſtecr. But, when this 


auſpicious Star broke through the Gloom; it 


diflipated the Anxiety of his Mind, and cleared 
up his dubious Paſſage. He re-aſfumed, with 
Alacrity, the Management of the Helm; and 
was able to ſhape his Courſe, with ſome tole- 
rable Degree of Satisfaction and Certainty. 

| SUCH, only much clearer in its Light, and 
Rr ſurer in its Direction, is the Holy Word 
of God, to thoſe Myriads of intellectual Veins, 
who are bound: for the eternal Shores. Who, 
embarked in a Veſſel of feeble Fleſh, are to 
paſs the Waves of chis tempeſtuous and peril- 
ous World. In all Difficulties, thoſe ſacred 
Pages ſhed an encouraging Ray; in all Un- 
certainties, they ſuggeſt the right Determination, 


and point out the proper Procedure. What is 


ſlilha more ineſtimable Adyantage; they, like 
che Star Which ee che : Eaſtern e. 
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make plain the Way of Acceſs to a Redeemer 
They liſplay his unſpeakable; Merits; they 
difcover the Method of being intereſted in hi; 
test Atonement; and lead the weary Soul, 40. 
t by Troubles, and ſatrercd by Temptations, 
to chat by Harbour of peacefubi Rł poſe, — 
Let us, therefore) attend tofthis unerring Di- 

cto ry! With ide kame Conftancy of Regard, as 

be SL han Man obſervrs his Compaſs, 
Et uh,,ꝛ˙e as rhorb ughly aequainted with 
this{2ertd| Chart) as the Pil is with every 


taſty Mate? chat! g Ives Notice ofa lurking 


Möele and dire open Road, that vields 
A fülle Paſſuge iito th Nort. Above all, let us 
ee Oürfelves to this infallible. Guidance, 
with - he (lame implicit Reſignation ; let us 


confDfnH but Conduct to- its exalted Precepts, 


With the ſame ſedulous C Care; as the Children 
of Tjral, when ſojourning in the trackleſs De- 
{ert; followed the Pillar of Fire, and the Moti- 
ons of the miraculous Cloud. So, will it in- 
troduce us, not into an earthly! Canaan, flow- 
mg wich Milk and Honey; but änto an in- 
mortal” Paradiſe, where is the Fulneſs of Joy, 
and Where are Pleaſures for evermore. It will 
i us into thoſe happy, happy Regions 

here our. Sun ſhall no more go down, nor du, 

5 Ae ilſelſ; for the L ORD ſhall 


be:our wen allen pau andy, Days of O47 
1 39129 he. A1 ; 0 T6.» zb ao thn 
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Mourning, together, with / Fatenfe of: our 
Pilgrimage; ſhall be ended 111 Lpgtghh- 1 Torn 4 
Iyrkehryna great! Vartedy; in the Size and 
gplerido# of hola!» Gems, of Heaven. Some, 
xrecofthetirſt Magnitude; others f an inferior 
Order Some glam, with intenſeſflames: others 
glimmer, with fainter; Beams. Wet, all are 
deautifub; all have their-peculiar Luſtre, and 
diſtinct U ſe all tend ãntheit different Degrees, 
o enamelithe Gope' of Heaven, and embroider 
lie Robe of Night- This Cireumſſance is re- 
marked by an Author, whoſe Senti ments are 
a Source of Wiſdom and the very Standard 
of rte Unc Star, A he olle b 
1 „0. allo iar Reſurrection fal Dead. el 
Id the World above, are various, egrees, of 
Happineſs, various Seats of Honour: 1; Some 
will rife to more illuſtrious. Diſtinctions, and 
richer Joys f. Some, like Veſſels of ample 
Capacity, will admit more copious Acceſſions 
of Light and Excellence. Vet, thete will be 
no Want, no» Deficiency, in any; but a Fulneſs 
both of Divine Sattsfactions, and perſonal Per- 
aner 5 Euch will enjoy all the: 'Good; 90 
ORC ati Le 20, y 11 0 Wo 41901 
Un or, v. 41, 42 e great Mr. e prefer 
pt 155 1 I 11 the ne Dr. e be 
it, into 1 eee "Whoſe joint Authority, thouph 


far fioti'excluding any oller, yet is a ſufficient Warrant 
for this Application of the Words. 
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be adorned with all che G chat his 
Ts 710 W or. his 9 100 receive. — 


e give every eee 
0 f allahe, Fruitions“; 
11 rde en 
4 eſe | ut each Te- 
e * other. A tweet, Inter- 
f R ys ng all enlightened by the 
Fun, be andall enlightening,one ano- 
ther. By which reciprocal Communication of 
F Pleatur and Amity, cach, will be cantinually 
receiving from; [cack ancollantly. adding e 
general Fdicity. , No Cee. 
. Hare, fopremcly 3 they, aha are ad. 
mitted i into the celeſtial, Manſions. Better to be 
a Door Keeper inthoſe.* Ivory Palaces t, than 
to fill the moſt gorgeous Throne on Earth. 
The very loweſt Place at God's Right-band, 


is diſtinguiſhed Honour, and conſummate 


Bliſs. Ol! that we may, in ſome meaſure, an- 


tieipate chat beatific State, while we remain in 
out Bäniſhment below ! May we, by rejoicing 
aße peter 1 of another, make it 
7 1 n 10 25450 yils 7 5 o 


55 251 . noidlam, et luum ft quod babe: 75 olle, Ine bill, 
15 1 
e i quod habes. AyGUSTINE. 1 
1 Pfal. xlv. 8. 
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our ob And, provide elgetzetal. Refi i, 
Harmbiy, Be 5 Wen A What 


been en, 15 affigttell to Huf Shark! 
univerſal Ch6f? of Affats.  2>n9loval, a1 np 5 


> Witt Lam bonffde Fig been 
dies, inſt riot itttirely forger tiff M 


tal Laws of ur modern Aſtröt 5 — abe 
ml Ateſuclibn. . of — ie 

biniug Cemeft, the biHer = 
1 2 roy 


Spring, of the migh 

ning, the all creatiſi 
Degree of Motivti7 ce Witter 
Orbs. Which, If not ee Have 
cared them on nt re Les e e 
Lengths; till they ele even Loft, iche K by | 
of Space“ But, the 4rivitating”Profibh pj 15 

ned'th 


— 


added to the projectile Force den 

Courſes to'a' circular Form at GA dona 

reluctant Rovers, to Perform theilt deſtined 

Rounds. Where either of thoſe! Cauſes to 

kee their Action, all the e e 
0 N wi moping 


Abe LEADS. | lit 2b 1 


am aware the planetary Ording a are not Arialy cit. 


cular, but rather elliptical, However, as, of ep 


fmall Remove from the perfectly round Figu 5 
partake of it incomparably more, than the Tr Nan 
of the' Comets; 1 chooſe to repreſent the Thing in this © 
View. Eſpecially, becauſe the Notion of a Circle, 1s ſo 
much, more intellig ible 7 the Generality of R eaders, 
than that of an Elli ffs ; and becaufe 1 lid i. OWN for: 
a 3 not to admit any f dach l Fentinien, "i "dif" 
| OY 
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moving Sphetts Hvould . be!odiſconterted, 
Wonldidegenerate into ſluggiſh inactive Maſles; 
ard falling mts the central Fire Ibe burnt to 
Aſhes) Orcelſe, would exorbitate into wild 
Confafiod Pandieachnby ihe Rapidiiy of 1 its 


Wirk "beti/ipared) into AA. But, the im; 


potfiveatid atradlive Edergyybeingmoſt nicely 
fa ShnplI6 totachothtr; and, under the im- 
mediate Operation oÞthe Almighty, exeiting 
themſelbes in un Goncort; the warious 
Globes nun theirradiant Races, without the 
le Interruption orb leaſt Deviation, So as to 
creatb the ultetnait Changes of Day and Night ; 
amd diſtribute cheuſt ful Vlciſſitudes of ſuccetd- 
ing Sealons! Sblas to anſwer all the grrat ends of 
a gracious Providetice'; and procute every com- 
ſöttable Convenience, for univerſal; Nature. 
Dos not this Conſtitution of the material, 
very naturally lead the Thoughts, tothoſe grand 
Principles of the moral and devotional World, 
Faith and Love? Theſeare oſten celebrated by 
che ef red ee as a Fs ene ngs Sum- 
5 * mary 


his ia 1111 . 28 hong demand a painful Attention, 


Prang: an agreeable Idea. For which Reaſon, 


TRW uveied tedlinigal Terms; have taken no Notice of 
8 Jipii S Satellites. or Satum 's Ring; have not! {9 25 


. he e ol the Plan ts, nor Aeg piec 


an q the Science Lett thoſe Who 
Me 5555 ortu g che Teilt pe, / of of ac - 


e es big: a b. 75 of 5 1 
ſnoudd Proppund Riddles, rather than display enter. 
aining and edifying Truths. 


EE — — - by 
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mary of the Goſpel“. boſe inſpirii the Breakk;. 
and regulate the Progreſs: of each private 
Chriſtian. Theſel unite the qyhole Gongregan. 
tion of the Faithfulota Gon and) one (enother- 
To Gov; the great Gentrez:4rycthe; Bond: of 
Gmtitude and Devotion;: to one another; by; 
reciprocul Intarcourſe of brotherly: Aſfectiang. 
and friendly Offices; —t:iyow alks Mhy lis it. 
impoſſible for the \truecdBehieyer, o ive,;attall. 
Adventures?! to flagnate in Slothf on bhabitually 
to devinte'from Dut p τπ Me anſwer It is 


ing to his Faith. working by Love, He 


aſſuredly truſts, that GnzIST He Reid the, 
Infamy, and endured tlie M orment, due te his 
Sins. He firmly rel ies on chat Divine Propiti- 
ation, for the Pardon of all his Guilt; and 


humbly expects everlaſting Salvation, astdthe 


Purchaſe: of his Saviour s Merits. This pro- 
duces ſuch a Spirit of Gratitude, as rehnes his 
Inclinations, and animates his whole Beha - 
viour. He cannot, he cannot run 40, Exceſs o 
Riot; becauſe Love to his adorable Redeemer, 


like a ſtrong, but ſilken Curb, ſwertly A 


him. He cannot, he cannot lie Julled 1 1 gk 

thargie Indolence; becauſe Love to 5 Joh whe. 

gms es like a pungent, but endear 
ing 0 7, pleaſing lyexcites him. An a MWWardz 


Faith {fupplies, i powerful Impulſe, while 


Lave gives the determining Haſs; „ änd leads 


| yimonontA Fo moftye + 19417 411118 


* Col . 5 / Phill "er! 34, bel by ng Gal. v. 9 Sel 
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the Willing Feer/through tie Whöle Circle of 
GoS Cs imattdments. By the tified Efficacy 
<P Leroy r. Una Cendud 
it pteferbech i' rhe Uniformith ad Beauty of 
Roline he eee thoſe 
Mrd eißle e5:theTvtar rIyMlenievolves, 
itt Mehdi fo ghifiectitRegulatity: 
SOAR HW ettenfive How fe 
aged. is the bre of this f gle Pjiticiple, 4: 
Hatfibn This! | up On Eſſence 


of all Bodies, and uſes klelf remoielt 
rd. p are Syſtem By this, the 
Worlds itnpfeffed Wðöfrk Motſor; hang /elf- 
balanced on their. entres T; Ari, though Orbs 


of immienſe Magnitude, re require nothing but 
this atmazitis Property, Tor their Suppor.— 
To this! he aſcfibe 2\Phatiibimerdbn, of a very 
different K ind. ilie Preſſure of the Atmofphere. 
Which, though a yielding and expanſive Fluid; 
yet conſtipated by an attractive Energy; ſar- 
rounds the whole Globe, and incloſes every 
Creature; as it were with a tight Bandage. An 
Expedient this, abſolutely neceſſary to 1 
the Texture of our Bodies; and indeed, 
maintain every Species of Animal Exiftence.— 
Attrackibhi !! Urged by this wonderful Impetus. 


tlie Rivers circulate, e and't unit ne, 5 


„ ety ze i d hoc: A. 10 
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among all the Nations of the Eanh As 
with Rapidity, downghe Steeps; or laſtly gbbing) 
thro! the) Plains, Impelled by the fame myRcy. 
nous Fore. the 2 0 us ij uk, te Prin 
from the, Soil; and, g 

thejr Way, fee lion n 


e — 4 angluſe 
er Bo . kee e e 


0 Bern 855 Wc rt 
1 701 50 wy 


Tathis the Moun/ains ny t 
neſs, which laughs at the, Shach e 
Winds; and bids the Tempe . wich all 14a 
mingled Horrors, .impoteatly.rave. By virtue 
ofthis inviſible Mechaniſm; without ihe Ad 
of Crane or Pully, e orany Inſtrument of human 
Device; many Thouſand Tons of Water e 
raiſed, every Moment, into the Regions of the 
Firmament. By this, they. continue ſuſpended 
in thin Atr, without any capacious Giſtern. 
to contain their Subſtance; or any maffy Pil- 
lars, to ſuſtain their Weight. By this ſame. 
variouſſy acting Power, they retum to the Place 
of, their native Reſidence; diſtilled in gentle 
Falls of Dew, or precipitated in impetuous 
Showers of Rain. They Aide into the Fields 
in e 1 i bf, wh or are darted v "Op a 
: ; 4 the 
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the Houſes in Clätterigig Stotins of Hail. — 
This Cccaſtons che SAS Cohefon of folid Bo- 
Ales.“ icköüdt Which: er large Machines 
note te thetfelves Witk 6 Vigor; and 
ee , Life, Woulck elade our 
Sons f SEVRE This dfforas a Foun- 
f theſe delicate o Hebie mechanic 
Aft nich füt Mankind with number⸗ 
leſs Gobenieneics, Both"6f Orüament and De- 
light. In Höft; Aki cho! prbdigious Bal. 
t. Which compöſes che E. juilibrium, and 
conſtitutes” the: Stability"of Things: this, the 
great Chain” Which forms the Connexions of 
univerſal Nature; and the mighty Engine 
which Wenge, fadilitates, and; in good mea- 
fate, accompliſhes'alf her Operations. What 
ee ede f ngle Cauſe What 
Ne e pros An unknown 
Profuſion of Benefits, with the ktmoſt Fru- 
path” of Expence i eie e 
AN what is this Attraction? Wi it a a Quality, 
in its Exiſtence, inſeparable from Matter; and, 
in its Acting, independent onthe DEITY! 
Quite the reverſe. It is the very Finger of 
Gop: che conſtant Impreffion of Divine Power: 
a Principle, neither innate in Matter, nor in- 
*elligible by Morals. —Does it not, however. 


* 72 angiher e eben rigs Kind, in the 


| otber- Garden, pag- 1 ier with 
a fine Obſeryation, quoted in the STI NR Note. 


1 
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bear,,a;cqnliderable Analogy to the Agency 
ofthe; HQ + . G& HO IT, Ap, the, hriſtian 
Genen Are not the. graciqus Operatigns 
ol he Blelle Bleed de ga exe ie, thus jadmi- 
rabley1; hs: Mios r That, Almighty, Being 

nanfmits his Gilts, through ery Ale 


communicates; his-Graces, to,every, Adbetent 


_ onthe; Redeemer. All, 1 15 of, illu TIONS 


Memory, oro ;(henefiglal ,, Tendency;" in a 
Word, Fall the God thatis dangupon bh, 
„He gothäthimſelf.“ NG has, id. md 
in the Power of his Might, che Saints, of. all 
Times, have trod, Vice under their Feet ; have 
viamphed. over this abject World; and con- 
verſed in Heaven, while they dwelt on Earth. 
NetT, but the Grace of OD whachiwas with 
me , is the, unanimous, Acknowledgment, of 
them All. = BY the ſame kindly Succours, the 
whole Church is ſtill enlightened, quickened, 
and governed. Through his benign Influences, 
the Scales of Iznorance, fall from the Under- 
landing; the Leproſy of evil. Concupiſcence, 
is purged from the Will; and the Fetters, the 
more than adamautine eters of habitual. In- 
iquity; drop off from the Converſation. ie 
breathes, even upon dry Bones t, and they live: 
they aglagimpatcd, with Faith ; they pant with 


ode N ardent 


PEP 


tn 99 1 Cor, xv. 10. F997 
177 any” Piece of. \Tacted. and ba 
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ardent and. heavenly Delixes; they exerciſe 
themſelves-in all, the Puties of Godlineſs,— 
His real, thovgh. ſecret, Inſpiration; diſſolves 

1 Th in the impenitent Breaſt; and binds 
Sorrows, of the broken Heart Raiſes the 
The 550 Fr in abe Bleyations of holy Hope; 
ta A m low, in the Huamiliations of in- 

Abaſemept. .; Steels the Soul with impe 

arti Reſelution, and perſevering Retitude; 
a the, ſame. time, faftens it into a Dove- like 
Meckneſs, and meli it in penitential Sorrow. 

Wurm I contemplate thoſe ample and mag- 
nificent Structures, erected over all the zthereal 
Plains: — When Tlook upon them as ſo mam 
ſplendid Repoſitories of Light, or fruitful A- F 
bodes of Life: When remember, that there a 
may be other Orbs, vaſtly” more remote, than 
thoſe which appear to our unaided Sight; b 
Otbs, whoſe Eftulgence, though travelling " 
ever ſince the Creation, is not yet arrived upon 
our Coaſts“: When I ſtretch my Thoughts 
to r > innumerable Ore of "Brin which 

i . Ran | in- 

* If this. Conjefture (which Ke no: ett a 1 5 


the celebrated Mr. ' Huygens for its Author) concerning 
2 Slars, be 8 to ain Gerne be added, 
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e jnhabit all thoſe ſpacious 85 ſtems; from m the 
ſſcieſt Strap, to ace dach REA tile, from. 
„e Armies of Angels, Hick? füfroufc. hs 

s MW Throne of Jena; t6 dhe Pliny Nations, 
e which) ridger wich Blue tlie Sürfäce of duk 
plum“ or mantlethe ſtanding Pool wich ren: 
How various appear the Links, fu this im 

N menſe Chain! How vaſt" the Gtadatidos, A= 
this univerſal- Scale of Exiftente? pet alk theſe, 
: though: ever fo vaſt and various, ate the Wo: Tk, 
of Gov's Hand, and are full öf his Preſence 1 . OT 
. WW Hrrounded/in his Palm thoſe! dieser) 

l large MEI e Rog age Fro the Vault 
7 Vol II. ene IC.” 11 of 


tep4179 7 981.1 2161 FF GET: 


ed with the mant eee ben ile a olalditparter 
ing her ableſt Powers of piercing Judgment, and ex- 
curlive F ancy ; and finds them all drop ſhort ; all baffled 
by the amazing Subject: Permit me to apply that pi 
rited Exclamation, and noble Nemafk 6 | 


— — Say, proud Arch, 

Built with divine Ambition; in Diſdain 

Of Limit built; built in the Taſte of Heaven! 

Vaſt Concave! Ample Dome! Waſt thou deſign d 

A meet Apartment for theDeriry? 

Not ſo: That thought alone thy State i impairs: 2 

Thy 107 y ſinks; and ſhallows thy eee | 

And | Rirezgthens thy De we. ” 
IM bY I AGE Night-Thoughts, No. . 


* Evie the hu Dota wa purle Plum ſurrounds, I 

A iug = failing Sight confounds. Fall 3 
To Hewaipeop da on Wen c l t dl 
Where br 1 Sskaſte the Bounty G05 ben 
See & beautiful and inſtruflive Poem, ſtiled DIT x. 
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of Heaven. He kindled thoſe aſtoniſhing]y 


bright eg which fill the Firmament with a 


Flood of Glory. By Him they ave ſuſpended 
in fluid ther, and cannot be ſhaken: By Him 

they diſpenſe'aiperþeiual Tide of Beams, and 
eee e formed, with inex- 
Preſſible Nicety, chat delicately fine Collec- 
tion of Tubes; that unknown Multiplicity of 
ſubtile Springs; which organize, and actuate, 
the Frame of the minuteſt Inſet: He bids the 
crimſon Current roll; the vital Movements 
play; and aſſociates a World of Wonders, 
ye FR 8 ae Point . — In all theſe, is 


8 
I 


i 10 tone 

* There are 13 8 3 ſmaller than 
che Mite. Mr. Bradley, in his Treatiſe on Gardening, 
mentions an Inſect, which, after accurate Examination, 
he found to be a Thouſand times leſs than the leaſt viſible 
Grain of Sand. Yet ſuch an Inſect, though quite im- 


perceptible to the naked Eye, is an Elephant, is a Whale, 


compared with other Animalcules almoſt infinitely 
more minute, difcovered by Mr. Lewenhoeck. —If we 
conſider the ſeveral Limbs, which compole ſuch an or- 
ganized Particle: The different Muſcles, which actuate 
ſuch a Set of Limbs: The Flow of Spirits, incomparably 
more attenuated, which put thoſe Mulcles in Motion: 

The various Fluids, which circulate : The different Se- 
cretions, which are performed : Together with the pe- 
cullar Minuteneſs of the Solids, before they arrive at 
their full Growth : Not to mention other more aſloni/hing 
Modes of Diminution: — Sure, we-ſhall have the utmoſt 
Reaſon to acknowledge, that the adored Maker is— 
Maximus IN MINIMIS ; 5 rec glorious es in his 


ſmalleſt Works. 
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a ſignal Exhibition of creating Power; to all 


theſe, are extended, the ſpecial. Regards of pre- 
ſerving, Goodneſs. From hence, let me learn 
to rely on the Providence. and to Frvereſcas 
Preſence, of the Supreme Majeſty. 

To rely on his i PAST 
that inconceivable Number and Variety of Be- 
ings, which ſwarm through the Regions of 
Creation, not one is overlooked, not one is 
neglected, by the great omni potent Cauſe of all. 
However inconſiderable in its Character, or 
diminutive in its Size, it is ſtill the production 


of the univerſal Maker, and belongs to the Fa- 


mily ofthe Almighty Father.— What? though 
inthroned Archangels, enjoy the Smiles of his 
Countenance ! Yet, the low Inhabitants of Earth, 

the moſt deſpicable Worms of the Ground, 
are not excluded from his hrovidential Care. 
Though the Manifeſtation of his Perfections, 
is vouchfafed to holy and intellectual Effences; 
his Ear is open, to the Cries of the young 


Raven. His Eye is attentive, to the Wants, 


and to the Welfare, of the very meaneſt Birchs 
of Nature. — How much lefs then, are his 


own People diſregarded? Thoſe, for whom 
He has delivered his beloved Son to. Death, 
and for whom He has prepared Habitations 
of eternal Joy. They difregarded ! No. Tazr 
are kept as the Apple of an Eye.” The very 
Hairs of. their Head are all numbered. The 
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fondeſt Mother may forget the Infant, that is 
« dandled upon her Knees,” and ſubks at her 
Breaſt *; much ſooner than the Tücher of ever- 


10 10 05 WF A IC 214 Hi OD. un is laſting 
8 89994 © 11111. 19 1.4 8 — 

a. Akri 15. Can 4 omas iba her | ſucking Child, 
tht Jhe A 5 ben . . on th Son oe her Womb ? 


: * 


View bats a man: ? One of the hofies "a ; Whole 
Nature is molt impreſſible, and whoſe Paſhons are re- 
| markably tender— an {uch a one, not barely diſregard, 

but munter forget; not ſuſpend her Care for a while, 

but entirely eraſe the very Memory Of her Child; her 
. own Child, not another's; a Child, that was formed in 
her Womb, and} is a Part of herſelf ?. Her Son, the more 
important, and therefore more deſirable Species; to 
whom it peculiarly belongs, to preſerve the Name, and 
build up the Family — Her only Son; for the Word is 
ſingular; and refers to a Caſe, where the Offspring, 
not being numerous, but centied in a ſingle Birth, muſt 
be productive of the fondeſt Endearment Can ſlie di- 
| beſt herſelf of all Concern for ſuch a Child ; not when 
he is grown up to Maturity, or gone abroad from her 
Houſe ; but, while he continues in an infantile State, 
and muſt owe his whole Safety to her kind Attendance ; 
while he lies in her Boſom, reſts on her Arm, and 
even ſucks at her Breaſt ? —Eſpecially, if the poor Inno- 
cent be racked with Pain, or ſeized by ſome ſevere At- 
fliction; and ſo become an Object of Compaſſion, as 
well as of Love. Can ſhe hear its piercing Cries; can 
ſhe ſee it all reſtleſs, all helpleſs under its Miſery ; and 
feel no Emotions of parental Pity ? If one ſuch Mon- 
ſter of Inhumanity might be found; could all Mothers 


be 
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laſting Compaſſions can diſcontinue; Or) vemii, 


his watchful Tenderneſs to his, Peaple-his 


Children—his Heins, 15:00} dom -* #16910 


LeT this teach me a more lively Senſe of 


the Divine Preſence. —All the rolling Worlds 
above; all the living Atoms below; together 
with all the Beings that intervene, betwixt 
theſe wide Extremes; are Vouchers for an 
ever-preſent Deity, © Go has not left Him nſec 
„without Witneſs.” The Marks of. his F bot 
ſteps are evident in every Place, and the 
Touches of his Finger diſtinguiſhable! in every 
Creature. Thy Name is ſo nigh, O Thou all- 


* ſupporting, albinforming Loan; and that 


* do thy wonderons) Works declare. Thy 
Goodueſs warms im the Morning Sun, and 
* refreſhes in the Evening Breeze. Thy Glory 
„ ſhines in the Lamps of Midnight, and ſmiles 
in the Bloſſoms of Spring. We ſee a Trace 
of thy mcomprehenſible Grandeur, in the 
* boundleſs Extent of Things; and a Sketch 


© of thy exquiſite Skill, in thoſe almoſt evaneſcent 


Sparks of Life, the Infect Race. — How 
ſtupid i 18 this Heart of mine, that, amidſt ſuch 


X 3 5 8 


be ſo darn? Fhis, ſure, cannot he ſi aſpeed, 38 
not be feared. Much leſs nan the true Believer be ap- 
prehenſive of the Failure of my Kindneſs. An univerſal 
Extinction of thoſe /ironge/i Affections of Nature, is a 
more ſupoſeable Caſe; than that I ſhould ever be un- 


mindful of niy People, or regardleſs of their Intereſts... D 
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a2 Multitude of Remembrancers, thronging on 
every Side, Iſhould forget Thee a ſingle Mo- 
ment! Grant me, 100 great I AM; Thou 
Source, and Support, of univerſal Exiſtence— 
O! grant me an. enlightened Eye, to diſcern 
Thee in every Object; and a devout Heart, to 
adore Thee on every Occaſion. Inſtead of 
living without Gop in the World; May I be 
ever with Him, and ſee u Thiags full of Him! 
Aue glité ring Star, 
500 the deep, Ear of: Meditation heard, 
Still in thetr Midnight Watches fing of HIM. 
Je nods a Calm. Tie en empeſt blows his Wrath. 
> org Thunderiis his ee and the red Flaſh 
His ſpeedy Sword of Fuftice. . Ai his Touch 
Jie Mountains flame. He ſhakes the ſolid Earth, 
And rocks the Nations. Nor in theſe alone, 
I. eyry Common Inſtance GOD is ſeen. 
THhomsox's Spring. 
1 the bengital Spangles, which aclear Night 
- pours on the Beholder's Eye; if thoſe other 
Fires, which beam in remoter Skies; and are 
diſcoverable only by, that Revelation to the 
Sight, the Teleſcope: if all thoſe bright Mil- 
lions, ate ſo many Fountains of Day; enriched 
wich native and independent Luſtre; illumina- 
: ting Planets, and enlivening Syſtems of their 
own“: 0 | what majestie and ae Pomp is 
II. ä diſ- | 
£133 Cent whh Reaſon, Reaſon will reply, 
Fach lucid Point, which glows 1 in yonder Sky, 


Informs 


EF 
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diſcloſed in the Midnight Scene! What Rithes 
are diſſeminated, through all thoſe numberleſs 
Provinces of the great J#novan's * 
Grandeur beyond Ex preſſiom l. Vet, there 1 18 
not the meaneſt Slave, but carries greater 


Wealth in his own Boſom, polleſſes ſu e- 


rior, Dignity in his on Perſon. The Soul, 
that informs his Clay; — the Soul, that 
teaches him to think, and enables him to 
chooſe; that qu alifies him toreliſh rational Plea- 
ſure, «nd to breathe ſublime Deſire“; the Soul, 


that is endowed with ſuch noble Faculties; 


and, above all, is diſtinguiſhed with the dread- 


ſul, the glorious Capacity, of Being pained, or 


bleſſed, for ever this Soul ſurpaſſes in Worth, 
whatever the Eye can ſee; whatever, of mate- 
rial, the Fancy can imagine. Before one ſuch 
intellectual Being, all the Treaſure, and all the 
Magnificence of unintelligent Creation, becomes 
poor and contemptible f. For this Soul, Om- 
28 nipotence 

Informs a Syſtem in the boundleſs Space, 

And fills, wich Glory, its appointed Place: 

With Beams unborrow d, brightens other Skies; 


Aud Worlds, to Thee unknown, with Heat = 
Life ſupplies. Tue Univerſe. 
* In this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch Capacities, the 
Soul even of fallen Men, has an unqueſttonable Great- 
neſs and Dignity; is majeſtic, tho' in Ruin. "WE 


fl beg Leave to tranſcribe a pertinent Paſſage, from 


that celebrated Maſter of Reaſon, and univerſal: Litera- 
ture; Dr. Benlley 5 whom no one can be tempted: to ſuſ- 


Pect, 
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nipotence itſelf has Wwaked, and worked, 
thraugh every Age. To convimce this Soul, 
the fundamental Laws of Nature have been 
controuled; and the moſt, amazing Miracles, 
have alarmed: all the Ends of the Earth. To 
inſtruct this Soul, the Wildom of Heaven has 
been transfuſed into the ſacred Page; and 
Miſſionaries have been ſent from the Great 
King, who reſides in Light unapproachable. 
To ſanctiſy this Soul, the Almighty Comſor- 


ter takes the Wings of a Dove; = with a 


ſweet transforming Influence, broods on the 
human Heart. And O! to redeem this Soul 
from Guilt; to reſcue it from Hell; the Heaven 
of Heavens was bowed, and Gon himſelf came 
down to dwell in Duſt. _ 

Lr me pauſe, a while, upon this impor- 
tant Subject. What are the * mes, which 
engage the Attention of eminent Stateſmen, and 
mighty Monarchs, compared with the grand 
Intereſts of an immortal Soul? The Support of 
Commerce, and the Succeſs of Armies, though 

i Ai | extremely 


ped, STI tinQured with Enthuſiafm, or warped to Bi- 
gotry,—** If we conſider, ſays he, the Dignity of an 
«_ intelligent Being, and put that in the Scale againſt 
© brute-and inanimate Matter, we may affirm, without 


«© overvaluing human Nature, that the Soul of one vir- 


** tuous and religious Man, is of greater Worthy and 
e. Excelleney, than the dun. and, his Faure. end all 
„„the Stars in the World. 

XI o es his. — at t Berl Led. No. 8. 
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extremely weighty Affairs; yet, if laid in the Ba- 
lance againſt the Salvation of 4 Soul, are lighter 
than che do wny Feather; poiſed againſt Talents 
of Gold. To fave a Navy from Shipwreck, 
or a Kingdom from Slavery, are Deliverances of 
the moſt momentous Nature, which the Tran- 
ations of Morality « can admit. But O. how 
they ſhrink into an inconſiderable Trifle, if 
ſcheir Alpect upon Immortality forgot) they are 
ſet in Competition with the Delivery of a ſin> 
gle Soul, from the Anguiſh and Horrors W a 
diſtreſſed Eternity © . 618170 

Is ſuch the Importance of the Soul! What 
Vigilance then can be too much; or rather 
what holy Solicitade can be. ſufficient for the 
Overſeers of the Saviour's Flock; and the 
Guardians of this great, this venerable, this 
invaluable Charge ?_— Since, ſach is the Impor- 
tance of the Soul; wilt thou not, 'O Man, be 
watchful for the Preſervation of thy own! Shall 
every caſual Incident, awaken thy Concern}; 
every tranſitory Toy, command thy Regard? 
And ſhall the Welfare of thy Soul, a Work of 
continual Occurrence; a Work of endleſs Con- 
ſequence; ſue, in vain, for thy ſerious Care? 
Thy Soul, thy Soul, is thy All. If this be 

| 828 Feured 


ba Not all yon Luminaries quench 41 at once 
Were half ſo ſad, as one benighted Mind, 
Which gropes for Happineſs, and meets Deſpair. 
Night Thoughts, No. IX. 


242 CONTEMPLATIONS ox 


ſecured, thou art greatly rich, and wilt be un- 
ſpeakably happy. If this be loft, a whole 
World acquired, will leave thee m Poverty; 

and all its Delights. a Art wil abandon 
thee to Miſery. 

I nave oftert been end, and weed at the 
Sight of the noQurnal Heavens; even before 
I knew how to conſider them, in their proper 
Circumſtances'of Majeſty and Beauty. Some- 
thing, ike Magic, has {truck my Mind, on a 
tranſient and unthinking Survey ofthe zthereal 
Vault; tinged throughout with the pureſt 
Azure, and decorated with innumerable ſtarry 
Lamps. I have felt, I know not what, Power- 
ful and aggrandizing Impulſe; which feemed 
to ſnatch me from the low Intanglements of 
Vanity, and prompted an ardent Sigh for ſub- 
limer Objects. Methought, I heard, even from 
the ſilent Spheres, a commanding Call, to 


ſpurn the abject Earth, and pant after unſeen 


Delights. Henceforward, I hope to imbibe 
more copiouſly, this moral Emanation of the 


Skies; when, in ſome ſuch Manner as the 


1 preceding, they are rationally ſeen, and the 
Sight is duly improved. The Stars, I truſt, 
will teach as well as ſhine; and help to diſpel. 
both Nature's Gloom, and my intellectual 


Darkneſs. To ſome People, they diſcharge no 


better a Service, than that of holding a Flam- 
g 7 Feet, and ſoftening the Horrors oi 
£431 16 | their 
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their Night. To me and my Friends, may they 
act as Miniſters of a ſuperior Order; as Coun- 
ſellors of Wiidom; and Guides to Happineſs! 

Nor will they fail to execute this nobler Office, 
if they gently light our Way, into the Know- 
ledge of their adored Maker; if they point out, 

with their ſilver on our Path to his beatilic 
Preſence. _ 

I Gazs, I ponder, / 11 ponders 1; gaze; ad 
think ineffable Things. roll an Eye of Awe 
and Admiration. Again and again 1 repeat my 
raviſhed Views; and can never ſatiate either 
my Curioſity, or my Inquiry. I ſpring my 
Thoughts into this immeuſe Field, till every 
Fancy tires upon her Wing. I find Wonders, 
ever neu; Wonders, more ind more amaxing. 
— Yet, alier all my preſent Inquiries, what a 
mere Nothing do I know; by. all my future 


Searches, how Little ſhall I be able to learn; of 


thoſe vaſtly diſtant Suns, and their circling 


Retinue of Worlds! Could I pry with Newton's 


piercing Sagacity, or launch into his extenſive 
Surveys: even then, my Apprehenſions would 
be little better, than thoſe dim and ſcanty 
Images, which the Mole, juſt emerged from her 
Cavern, receives on her feeble Optic. — This, 
lure, ſhould repreſs all impatient or immode- 
rate Ardor to pry into the Secrets of the ſtarry 
Structures; and make me more particularly 
careful, to cultivate my Heart, To fathom the 
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Depths of the Divine Eſſence; or to ſcan uni- 
verſal: Nature, with a critical Exadmeſs; is an 
Attempt. hich ſets the acute/ſk Philoſopher, very 
nearly oma Level with the Jdzot. Since it is 
almoſt, il not altogether, as impracticable by 
the former} as by che latter. 
| BE it, then, my chief Study, not to purſue, 
what is abſolutely unattainable; but rather to 
ſeek, what is obvious to lind; caly to be ac- 
quired; and of ineſtimable Advantage, when 
poſſeſſed. O! let me ſeek that Charity, which 
edifieth* ; that Faith, which puritieth. Love, 
humble-Love, not conceited Science, keeps the 
Door of Heaven. Faith, a child-like Faith in 
J»sus; not the haughty ſelf-ſulhcient Spirit, 
which ſcorns to be ignorant of any Thing; 
Ca cnt, EI Fe > _ preſents 
\* 1 Cor. viii. 1, I need not inform my Reader, that 
in this Text; in that admirable Chapter, 1 Cor. xii. 
and in various other Paſſages of Scripture; the Word 
Charity, ſhould by no means be confined to ghe peculiar 
Act of Alms giving, or external Benificence. It is of a 
much more exalted and extenſive Nature, It ſignibes 
that divinely precious Grace, which warms the Soul with 
ſupreme Love to God, and inlarges it with diſinterefied 
Affection for Men. Which renders it the reigning Care 
of the Life, and chief Delight of the Heart, to promote 
the Happineſs of the One, and the Glory ofthe Other. 
his, this, is that Charity of which ſo,many excellent 
Things are every where ſpoken. Which can never be 


too highly extolled, or too earneſtly coveted, ſince it is 
the Image of Gov, and the very Spirit of Heaven. 


EEE ESO oy a: as: Si HH 


preſents a Key“ to thoſe Abodes of ''Bliſs/—- 


This preſent State, is the Scene deſtined bite 


Exerciſe of Devotion; the inviſible World; is 
the Place appointed for the Enjoyment; of 
Knowledge. There, the Dawn of our infantile 
Minds, will be advanced to the Maturity of 

perfect Day; or rather, there our midnight 
Shades will be brightened into all the Luſtre 
of Noon. There, the Souls, which come from 
the School of Faith and: bring with them tlie 
Principles of Love, will dwell ir Light itſelf; 
will be obſcured with no Darkneſs at all will 


know, even as they are known f. Such an 


Acquaintance, therefore, do I defire to form, 


and to carry on ſuch a Correſpondence, with 


the heavenly Bodies; as may ſhed a benign 
Influence on the Seeds of Grace, implanted in 
my Breaſt. Let the exalted Tracts of the Fir- 


mament, fink my Soul into deep Humiliation. 


Let thoſe eternal Fires, kindle in my Heart an 


adoring Gratitude, totheir Almighty Sovereign, 
Let yonder ponderous and enormous Globes, 
which reſt on his ſupporting Arm; teach me 
an unſhaken Afiance, in their incarnate Maker. 


en 18 * | Then 


* The Righteouſneſs of CN IST. This 18 hat M. 
TON pon neal ſtiles ; 
15930 1169 14th golden R,, 96 5 86 
DI 1 5 the This of Elernity, * un 092 


+ 1 Gas: xlii. 12. 
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Then ſhall I be—if not wiſe as. the Aſtrono- 


mical Adept, yet WISE UNTO SALVATION, 
Havine now walked and worſhipped, in 
this univerſal Temple, that is arched with Skies; 
emblazed with Stars; and extended even to 
Immenſity Having caſt an Eye, like the in- 
raptured Patriarch“; an Eye of Reaſon and 
Deuotion, through the magnificent Scene. 
With the former, having diſcovered an Infini- 
tude of Worlds; and with the latter, having 
met the Deity. in every View Having beheld, 
as Moſes, in the flaming Buſh, a Glimpſe of 
JEnovan's. Excellencies ! reflected from the 
ſeveral. Planets, and ſtreaming from Myriads 
of celeſtial Luminaries Having read various 
Leſſons, in that ſtupendous Book of Wiſdom , 
where unmeaſurable Sheets of Azure compole 
the Page; and Orbs of Radiance write, in ever- 
laſting Characters, a Comment, on our Creed 
What remains, but that I cloſe the midnight 
Solemnity, as our Lord concluded his grand 
Sacramental Inſtitution with a Song of Praiſe? 
And behold a Hymn, ſuited to the ſublime 
Oeca bent indited by en itſelf, e 
erre 


* Gen. v. 3. 


+ — — For Heaven 
Is as the Book of Goo before Non 6 | 
| Wheremn to read his wondrous Works. - — Murr. 


I Pfal, NIX. 


fer! 


pie 
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ferred into our Language, by* one of the . 
pieſt Efforts of human Ingenuity. 995 


T he ſpacious Firmament on TY 
With all the blue athereal Sky, 
And ſpangled Heav'ns, a ſhining Frame, 
Their great Original proclaim : 

Th unwearyd Sun from Day to Day, 

Does his Creator s Pow'r diſplay; 

And publiſhes, to er ry Land. 
T he Work of an Almighty Hand. FR 


Soon as the Ev ning Shades prevail, 

Tue Moon takes up the wondrous Tre: 

And, nightly, to the liſt ning Earth, 

Repeats the Story of her Birth: 2 95 
While all the Stars, that round her burn, VI 
And all the Planets in their Turn, 2 
Confirm the Tidings as they roll, 

Aud Jpread the Truth from Pole to Pole. 


What though, in folemn Silence, all 
Move round the dark terreſirial Ball? 
What though, nor real Voice nor Sound 
Amid their radiant Orbs be found ? 
In Reaſon's Ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious Voice, 
For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 
1 he Hand that made Us, 18 divine. 
Neef 2:5 
* Avpp1s0N, Spe, Vol. VI. No. 465. 
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WINTER-PIECE. 


Storms and Tempeſts may calm the Soul 
— Snow and Ice be taught to warm the 


Heart, and praiſe the Creator. 
OO. Lett. to the Author. 


CBA SIAN ED | 


Tur CONTENT: Ss. 


]Niroduflion— Shortneſs of the Winter's Da; | 
 —lIneeſſant Rain, producing a Flood Ten. 
feſt; its Effedls, at Land, by Sea—Pitchy | 
Darkneſs ; riding in it—Thich Rime— Keen | 
Froſt, and Serenity of Weather - Severe Cold, | 
and piercing Winds Dee Snom - Genera. 


Tau Evergreens — Storm of Hail Rais. 
bow, 


A 
WI NF E.R-PLECE: 


| IS true, in the delightful Seaſons, HIS 
Tenderneſs and HIS Love, are moſt 


| eminently diſplayed. In the vernal Months, 


all is Beauty to the Eye, and Muſic to the Ear. 
The Clouds drop Fatneſs ; the Air ſoftens into 
Balm; and Flowers, in rich Abundance, fpring 
where-ever we tread, bloom where-ever we 
look. - Amidſt the Burning Heats of Summer, 
HE expands the Leaves, and thickens the 
Shades. He ſpreads the cooling Arbor, to 
receive Us; and awakes the gentle Breeze, to 
fan Us. The Moſs {wells into a Couch, for the 
Repole of our Bodies; while the Rivulet ſoftly 


rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, to ſooth our Ima- 


gination.—In Autumn, HIS Bounty covers 
the Fields, with a Profuſion of nutrimental 
Treaſure; and bends the Boughs, with Loads 


of delicious Fruit. He furniſhes his hoſpitable 


Board with preſent Plenty, and prepares a 
copious Magazine for future Wants, —But, is 
ha | it 
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it only in theſe ſmiling Periods of the Year, that 
Go», the all-gracious Gov, is ſeen? Has Win- 
ter, ſterii Winter, no tokens of his Preſence? 
Ves: All Things' are eloquent of his Praiſe. 
"y W 8 is in the Whirlwind.” Storms and 

mpeſts ful fil his Word, and extol his Power. 
Rota Piercing Froſts, bear Witneſs to his 
Goodneſs; while they bid the ſhivering Na- 
tions, tiemble at his Wrath. — Be Winter then, 


for a While, our Theme“. Perhaps; thoſe barren 


Scenes may be fruitful of intellectual Improve- 
ment. Perhaps, that rigorous Cold, which 
binds the Earth in icy Chains; may ſerve to 
1 77 our Hearts, ima warm them with holy 
Love. Das 101 
Sue! kg the Day i 15 Aren Arne Sun, 
detained in fairer Climes, or engaged in more 
agreeable Services, riſes, like an unwilling 
Viſitant, with tardy and reludant Steps. He 
walks, 


* A Sketch of this Nature, I muſt acknowledge, is 
quite different from the Subject of the Book; and, I 
cannot but declare, was as far diſtant from the Thoughts 
of the Author. But, the Defire of ſeveral Acquaintance, 


togyther with an Intimation of its Uſefulneſs, by a very 


polite Letter from an unknown Hand (which has undr/ign- 
edly furniſhed me with the beſt Motto, I could recolleci), 


prevailed with me to add a few deſcriptive: Touches. 


and improving Hints, on what is ſo often experienced 
theſe Northern Regions. I hope, the Attempt I have 
de to oblige theſe Gentlemen, will obtain the Appro- 
bation, or at leaſt, the Excuſe, of my other Readers, 


\ oy ate. nn. Fon ©. ea Cr 2 
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walks, with a ſhy Indifference, along the Edges 
of the Southern Sky; caſting an oblique 
Glance, he juſt looks upon our dejected World; 


and ſcarcely ſcatters Light, through/the| thick 


Air. Dim is his Appearance, languid are his 
Gleams, while he continues: / Or, if He chance 


to wear a brighter Aſpect, and a cloudleſs 
Brow; yet, like the Young. and Gay in the 


Houſe of Mourning, He ſeems uneaſy, till He is 


gone; is in Haſte to depart. And let Him 


depart. Why ſhould we wiſh for his, longer 


Stay; ſince He can ſhew us nothing, but the 


Creation in Diſtreſs? The flowery, Families lie | 
dead, and the tuneful Tribes are ſtruck dumb. 


The Trees, ſtript of their Verdure, and laſhed 
by Storms, ſpread their naked Arms to the 


enraged and relentleſs Heavens. Fragrance 


%. 


no longer floats inthe Air; but chilling Damps 


hover, or cutting Gales blow. Nature, diveſt- 
ed of all her beautiful Robes, fits, like a for- 


lorn diſconſolate Widow, in her Weeds. 


While Winds, in doleful Accents, howl; and 


Rains, in repeated Showers, weep. 


Ws regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy Dons: ; 
ture of the Day. When the Room is hung 
with funeral Black, and diſmal Objects are all 
around; who would defire to have the glim- 
19 
cover og of Sorrow; can only _ 45 
the Hort6r or Vi viſible, —And, ſince this moral 


mering Taper kept alive? Which can only 12 


e 12070 172 10 1 36 1 N 21 16 10 Me. 
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Life is little better than a continual Conflig 
With Sin, or an unxemnted Struggle with 
Miſery; - is it not a gracious Ordination, which 
has reduced our Age to a Span? biaerſcore 
Years of Trial, for the Virtuous, are ſufficiently 
long; and more than ſucha Term, allowed to 
the Wicked. would render them beyond all 
Meaſure vile, Our Way to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, lies through Tribulations. Shall we 
then, accu ſe, ſhall we not rather bleſs, the Provi- 
dence, Which has made the Paſſage ſhort? 
Soon, ſoon We croſs the Vale of Tears; and 
then arrive on the happy Hills, where Light for 
evex ſhines, where Joy for ever ſmiles. 

1 9QMETIMES, the Day is rendered ſhorter 
füll; ; is almoſt blotted out from the Year *. 

he Vapours gather; they thicken into an im- 
penetrable Gloom; and obſcure the Face of 
the Sky. At length, the Rains deſcend. The 
Sluices of the Firmament are opened; and 
the low-hung Clouds pour their congre- 
gated Stores. Copious and unintermitted 
{till they pour; and ſtill are unexhauſted. The 
Waters drop inceſſantly from the Eaves, and 
ruſh in rapid Streams from the Spouts. They 


roar along the chanelled Pavements, and ſtand 


in foul; Shadows amidſt the Village-Streets. 
Now, # tho! inattentive Eye, or negliges Hand, 
HIN bas 


Tha SORT? Diem N be et Nox lnumida Oclum 
Abſtulit— VIRS. 
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has left the Roof but ſcantily covered; the in- 
ſinuating Element finds its Way into every 
Flaw, and oonzing through the Cieling, 
once upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs Inha- 
bitant. The Ploughman, ſoaked to the Skin, 
leaves his half-tilled Acre. The poor Poultry, 
dripping with Wet, croud into Shelter. The 
Tenanis of the Bough fold up their 
Wings, afraid to launch into the leg 
Air. The Beaſts, joyleſs and diſpirited, rumi- 
nate under their Sheds. The Roads ſwim; and 
the Brooks {well.—The River, amidſt all this 
watry Ferment, long contained itfelf within its 
appointed Bounds. But, wollen by innume- 
rable Currents; and rouſed, at laſt, into un- 
controulable Rage; burſts ober its Banks; 
ſhoots into the Plain; bears down all Oppo. 
ſition; ſpreads itſelf f and wide; and buries 


the Meadow under A brown, luggiſh, ſoaking 


Deluge. 

How happy for Mach thee this Inundirion 
comes, when there areno flowery Crops in the 
Valley, to be overwhelmed; no Fields ſtand- 
ing thick with Corn, to be laid waſte! At ſuch 
a Juncture, it would have been Ruin to the 
Huſbandman and his Family: but, thus timed, 
it yields Manure for his Ground, and promiſes 


Him Riches in Reverſion. How often, and 


how long, has the Divine Majeſty bore with 
the wol! injurious Affronts from Sinners! ! His 
w Good- 
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Goodneſs triumphed over their Perverſeneſs, 
apa graciouſly refuſed to be exaſperated. But 
ED Pang Creatures, multiply no longer 
| your Provo BE ” Urge not, by repeated 
ale 8 e 'Altalghiy Arm to ſtrike; leſt 
25 ſuffering ceaſe; and his fierce Auger 
btea ba; Pre forth, like a Flood of 
Waters u, and Hyeep you away, into irrecove- 
rable and everlaſting Perdition. 

How mighty! U how. May jecti c! and O! how 
myſterigus are. thy * Works, thou Gop of Hea- 
ven, and Loup ok, Nature! When the Air is 
kal, where ſleep the flormy Winds? In what 
Chambers are they repoſed, or in what Dun- 
geons, confined! ? Till, thou art pleaſed to a- 
waken their Rage, and throw, open their Pri- 
ſon-doors. Then, with irreſiſtible Impetuolity 
they fly forth, ſcattering Dread, and menacing 
Deſtruction. 
Tux whole Atmoſphere i is hurried into the 
moſt tumultuous Confuſion. The aereal Tor- 
rent burſts its Way over Mountains, Seas, and 
Continents. All Things feel the dreadful 
Shock. All Things tremble before the furious 
Blaft. The Foreſt, vexed and tore, groans under 
the Scourge. Her ſturdy Sons are ſtrained to 
the yery Root, and almoſt {weep the Soil, they 

wore 158 to ſhade. The ſtubborn Oak, that 


Aldaing to bend, is daſhed Reading to the 


id; 
{het L 1 coun 7 


Hel. IX 19. 
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1001 


Ground; and, with ſhattered Arms, wit ro- 
ſtrate Prank” blocks the 77 — While 'the 


flexile Reed, that ng uf n the, a 


28 


4 


116, 


IF a Moment the Mee: an 1 outage 


ous Sky, ſeems to be aſfwaged; but, it 1ntermits 
its Wrath, only, to increaſe 1 its Strength, Soon, 
the ſounding Squadrons of the Air return | to 
the Attack, and renew their Ravages with x 

doubled Fury. The ſtately Dome rocks, md 


the wheeling Clouds. Thei impregn able Tower 


totters on its Baſis; and threatens to over- 


whelm, whom it was intended to protect. The 
ragged Rock is rent in Pieces*; and even the 


Hills, the perpetual Hills, on their deep Foun- 


dations, are ſcarcel Y ſecure. Where, now, is 
the Place of Safety 


in the Element; all is Conſternation among 


Mortals; and nothing, but one wide Scene 
of rucful Devaſtation, through the Land, — 


Vet, this is only an inferior Miniſtet of divine 
Diſpleaſure. The Executioner of milder In- 


dignation. How then. O! how will the loſiy 
„ Z Looks 


*I Kings Xix, 11. 


When the City reels, and 
Houſes become Heaps! Sleep affrighted flies. 
Diverſion is turned into Horror. All is Uproar 
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Looks of Man be humbled, and the Haughtineſs of 
os Bag ines down* ; when the LORH 
8 0 potent ſhall meditate; Terror — 
when þ 0 1 Lies fi his Terrors in Array 
WI en le arif to judge, the Nations, 
aud to al « terra Hike Earth! 
Tur, Ocean ſwells, With, tremendous Com- 
e The ponderous Waves are heaved 
e eir le B Bed, and almoſt lay bare 
Fu plagh mable . Flung into the moſt 
rapid, J they [weep over the Rocks; 
they laſh the lol fiy Gli ils; and tols themſelves 
N e Clouds. Navies are rent jrom their 
Auch. 9851 and, with, all their enormous Load, 
15 ſwift as the Arrow, wild as thc 
Winds, ja] on A. Fo vaſt. Aby ls Now, they 
e n ing! Mehner they: plough the 
OJ YI) 8 Das 1891 HO 48 e Iright- 


T1 : 
— i! 2 


- oy — — — 1 Corda. 

Fr Genies humilis ſlravit Pavor,— 
One would almoft imagine, that Virgil had read Iſaial, 
and borrowed bis Ideas from Chap. ii. Ver. 11. The 
humilis and;/travit of the one, ſo exadly correſpond with 
the—humbled—lowed down—of the other. But, in one 
Circumſtance, the Prophet is very much ſuperior to the 


Pet! The Prophet, by giving a ſtriking "Contraſt to his 


eg vepteſeuts them with incomparably greater 


SE US. 


earts big with the moſt arr ogant Imaginations. 'Even 


= general "hue Men od the moſt elalgd Looks: 
— ay Wan from their br rent Lark, Led even 
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rightful Ridge; and ſeem to {Kim the To 
Anon, the plunge into the oe eh 
they lofe the Sight of fronds andar 1 5 

Vito 7 


Hold; or + RS to the e Cone Why b rſt- 
ing Seas foam over che Deck! * Be pair is in 
every Face, and Death fits e on every 
Surge. —But why, O ye. aſton (Nd erer, 
why ſhould you abandon. yourlelyes to De- 
ſpair? Is the LORD, Hand! jo rtened, be- 
cauſe the Waves of the Sea rage horribly? 
Is his Ear deafened, by the roaring Thutiders,” 
and the bellowing Tempeſt? Cry, Cry unto | 
HI M, who © holdeth the Winds in his Fiſt, 
« and the Waters in the Hollow of his Hand. 
HE is all-gracious, to hear; and almighty to 
fave. If HE command, the Storm ſhall be 
huſhed to Silence: the Billows ſhall ſubſide 
into a Calm : the Lightnings ſhall lay their 
fiery Bolts aſide: and, inſtead of ſinking in a 
watry Grave, you ſhall find Yo urſelves br ought. 
to the defired Haven. 5 ib 925 
SOMETIMES, after a joyleſs Day; a more 
diſmal Night ſucceeds.— The lazy, touring 
Vapouts had wove ſo thick a Veil, as the mel 
ridian Sun could ſcarcely penetrate. What 
Gloom then muſt overwhelm the nocturnal 
er a ee withdraws her Shiniag 


(T1196! re 50, 11s OR 
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Not: be Star, is able to struggle through 
Np, of Shades, All is 

16 15 110 5 one enliyening Ray. 
97 Vogt vi Gu Wee awful! "Dis like the 


8 ature, 0 the Return of. Chaos. 1 
don 8 e b At 1 the Parent of Terrors, 

ingen et Melancholy. —Lately, 
th e Herve. mar! ed its He, Way with M/ 


b ny, m1 the Ni: gut dre es her filent Pavi- 


DOG JU 


= lion wi * th. Horror. . 


1 HAVI ſometimes left the beaming Yapers 
withdra wn, from the ruddy Fire, and plunged 
into the nicks t of theſe footy Shades; with- 
out regretting hs Change, rather exulting 3 in it 
as A 9 7 55 Deliverance. The very Gloom 
Was pleaſing, Was exhilarating, compared with 
the Converſation, Iquitted. The Speech of my 
| Companions, (how does it grieve me, that I 
ſhould even once have Occaſion to call them by 
that Name!) was the Language of Darkneſs : 
e to the Soul, and Torture to the Ear. 

Lleir Teeth were Spears, and Arrows, and 


t lei, Tongue a ſharp Sword, to ſlab and 


a falle their Neigbbour's Character. Their 
Thyga at was an open Sehulchre, gaping to de- 


9 Lg the Reputation of the Innocent, or taint- 
| [96 Air with their virulent. and. polluted 
Ne — Sometimes, their ligentious and un- 
governable. Diſcourle, ſhot Arrows of Profane- 
5 gal ſt Heaven itſelf; and, in proud De- 


flance, 
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Gans challenged the e of Quaieer 


tence, — Sometimes, as if it was th e G y of 
human Nature, to cherith 1 the ; FO 455 . 
tites of the Brute; or the Mark ewe 

to have ſerved an Lenk eo 
the filthieſt Jeſts of the Stews (i 70 ſe cenity 
can be a Jeſt) were, Te, truded ed, on 


© # | 44 0 v3 131i 


the Company, , All the mode Par t wer or 
fended and grieved: while the ole * otted 


Creatures laughed aloud. UA Ti Leproſy 
of Uncleanneſs appeared on their 5 .—Are 


Ie 


not theſe Perſons Pri iſoners of Darknſs; 
though blazing Sconces, Pour arcificial Day, 


through their Rooms? Are not their Soul Is im- 
mured in the moſt baleful Shades; . houg 
the Noon-tide Sun 18 brightened, by, fits 


that great and adorable Being, 8 fills che 


ſence: ho is all He, to obſerve their Actions; 
all Ear, to examine their words. They know 
not the all-ſufficient Redeemer, nor the unſpeak- 
able Bleſſedneſs of his heavenly Kingdom. 
They are groping for the Prize of Hap! pineſs; 

but will certainly graſp the Thorn of Aale 
They are wantonly ſporting on the Fig ol a 
Precipice; and are every Moment ph 

of falling headlong, into eka . 
and endleſs nn N 

Tust have forced me out, and are, Fabzgs: 
id 40810 2 3 5 4 deriding 


on their gilded Chariots? —They "diſcern." £24 


Univerſe with his infinite and glorious: Pre- 


CS FORE ee ee er à2— — — 
N al — — on 
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deriding me in my Abſence : are charging my 
Reverence far the ever-preſent GO D, and my 
Qoncern for the Pignity of our rational Nature, 
count. of. Humour and Singularity; 
to, Narrowneſs, of Thought, or Sourneſs of 
Temper,- —Beat ſo I wall. indulge no Indig- 
nation againſt them. If any Thing like it 
ſhould Rel pt I would cqnyert it into Prayer — 
« Pity them, O O. Thou Father, of Mercies !— 
by! Shew them the Madneſs of their Profaneneſs 
„ Shew. them the Baſeneſs of their vile 
68 Ribaldry! way Be diſſolute Rant be turned 
„into, ſilent Sorraw and. Confuſion. Till they 
py open their Lips, 10 adore thine inſulled Ma- 
elty, and. to implore thy gracious Pardon. 
l they devote to thy Service, thoſe ſocial 
« Hours, and thoſe ſuperior Faculties, which 
they are now, abuſing--to, the Diſhonour of 
„thy Name to the Contamination of their 
« own Souls—and (unleſs timely Repentance 
« intervene) to their everlaſting dafamy and 
„Perdition - 
Is home Ry the gloomy Void. All 
darkling and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my 
Horſe Head; and only gueſs out my blind 
Road. No Companion, but Danger ; or perhaps 
« DeſtruQion ready at my Side“. But, hy do 
1 fancy, myſelf ſolitary ? Is not the Father of 
Lights; the GO of my Life; 1 great and 
il 4 FARE” 
Job. xviii. 13. 
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everlaſting Friend; always at my Right hand? 
Becauſe the Day is excluded, 15 his Omni 1 
ſence vacated?" Though have d6 cant ly 0 
quaintance fear, to aſſiſt in Caſe f a — 
tune; or to beguile the Time, and diveit 7 50 


Suſpicions, by entettaining Conferences; mo 


1 not lay my Help upon the Almighty, 110 0 {x 


converſe with''Gop b\ humble" Su plicati 15 


For this Exerciſe, no Place js im toper r: 50 


Hour unfeafonable ; and” no Poſture it comm 
modious: This is Sotiety, the be X of Society, 
even in Solitude. This is" 4 F. d of 105 85 
eaſily portable, and quite inecHauſtible. 


Treaſure this, of unknown Value; liable to no 


Hazard, from Wrong or Robbery: but pe 
ſectly ſecure, to the mop, Wander, in the 
moſt darkſome Paths. ae 


AnD why ſhould [ diftreſs yl al Ap- 


prehenſions of Peril? This Acceſs to Gov, 18 
not only an indefeaſible Privilege, but a kind 
of ambulatory Garriſon, Thoſe, Who make 
known their Requeſts unto Gop, and rely up- 


on his protecting Care; He gives „is Angels 


Charge over their Welfare. His Angels are, 
commiſſioned, to eſcort them in their Fra vel 
ling; and to hold up their Goings, that' ey 
daſh not their Foot againſt a Stone . ay, 
He Himſelf condeſcends to be their Guatdian n, 
and“ Keeps all their Bones, ſo that flot 6rie-6f 

66 them 

Pſal. xci. it, 12. 4 0 


[ 
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Fe them, is broken.” —Between theſe Perſons, 


and the moſt miſchievous Objects, a Treaty of 


Peace i is concluded. The Articles of this grand 
Alliance, are recorded in the Book of Revela- 
tion;; and will, when it is for the real Benefit 
of 7 PANE aſuredly be made, good, in the 
d of Providence. In the Day, 

ſaith the LORD, will I make à Covenant ſor 
455 with the, Beaſts of. the Field, and with the 
Fowls of Heaven, and with the creeping Things 
of the Ground; and they ſhall be in League th 
the Stones of the Field *. Though they fall 
headlong on the Flints; even the Flints, fitted 


to fracture the Skull, mall receive them as into 


the Arms of. Friendſhip; and not offer to hurt, 
whom the Lokp is pleaſed to preſerve. 
May I then enjoy the preſence of this gra- 
cious God, and Darkneſs and Light ſhall be 
both alike. Let HIM whiſper Peace to my 


_ Conſcience; and this dread Silence ſhall be 
more charming, than the Voice of Eloquence, 


or the Strains of Muſic. Let H IM reveal his 
rayiſhing Perfections in my Soul; and I ſhall 
not want the faffron Beauties of the Morn, the 
golden Glories-of Noon, or the impurpled 
Evening Sky. I ſhall ſigh only for thoſe moſt 
deſirable and diſtinguiſhed Realms; where. the 
Lightof. HIS Countenance perpetually ſhines, 
and eee. chere is no N Lad there.” 

1 5 How 

Job v. 23. Hol. ii. . "+ Rev, xi. 25˙ 
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How ſurpri ſingare the Alterations « of Nature! 
I left her, the preceding Evening, plain and un- 
adorned. But, now, a thick Rime has ſhed it 
hoary Honours « over all. It has ſhag! ged Ted 
Fleeces ofthe Sheep, and criſpedt the Feasene 8 
Locks. The Hedges are richly fringe ed, and 
all the Ground is profuſely owAer TE 4. The 
downward Branches are. ta leled uch Silvet, 
and the upright | are leathered with the plump 
Wave. 2 \ \ SALT 1s 
Tak Fine, are n ot always the Va able. The 
Air, amidſt all — gaudy Decorations, is 
charged with chilling and unwholſome Dam m 
The raw hazy Influence ſpreads wide; 
deep; hangs heavy and © ppreſſive on the 
Springs of Life. A liſtleſs Languor clogs the 
animal Functions; and the purple Stream 
glides but faintly through its Channels. In 
vain, the Ruler of the Day exerts his beaming 
Powers: In vain, He attempts to diſperſe this 
Inſurrection of Vapours. The ſullen, maligs 
nant Cloud refuſes to depart. It envelops the 
World, and intercepts the Proſpect. 1 look 
abroad for the neighbouring Village; 91 ſend 
my Eye in queſt of che riſing Turret; but am 
ſcarce able to diſcern the very next Houſe. 
Where: are the blue Arches of Heaven? Where 
is the radian nt Countenance of the Sun? Whete 
the boundleſs Scenes of Creation? Loſt, f6ff 
are their beauties; quenched their Glories. 


The 


266 A WINTER-PIECE. 


The thronged Theatre of the Univerſe, ſeems 
am empty⸗ Void; and all its elegant Pictures, 
art undliflinguihed Blank. — Thus would it 
have been with our intellectual Views, if the 
Goſpel had not come in to our Relief. We 
{ſhould have Known, neither our true Good, 


nör real Evil. We had been a Riddle to our- 


ſelves; the preſet | State all Confuſion, and 
the future: impenetrable Darkneſs. But, the 
Sun of Rightebufnéfs, ariſing with potent and 
triumphant Beams, has diſſipated the interpoſe- 
ing Cloud. Has opened a Proſpect, more 
beautiful, than the Bloſſoms of Spring; more 
chearing, than the Treaſures of Autumn; and 
far more inlarged, then the Extent of the viſible 
Syſtem; Which, having led the Eye of the 
Mmd,” through Fields of Grace, over Rivers 
of Righteonſneſs, and Hills crowned with 
Knowledge; terminates, at length, inthe Hea- 
vens; ſweetly loſing itfelf in Regions of infi- 
nite Bliſs, and endleſs Glory. Fa 


+ As Iwalk along the Fog, it ſeems, at fome 


little Diſtance, to bealmoſt ſolid Gloom; ſuch 
as would ſhut out every Glimpſe of Light, and 
totally impriſon me in Obſcurity. But, when 
T approach, and enter it; I find myſelfagrecably 
miſtaken, andthe Miſt much thinner, than it ap- 
ute such is the Caſe, with regar@to the 

| _ s of the preſent Life; they are not, 
171 Ae ſo dreadful, as a timorous 

ff Ima- 
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Imagination ſurmiſed. . Such alſo i is the Caſe, 
with Fadi to the Gral ifications ol / Sen ſe; they 
prove not, when enjoyed, ſo A e as a 
ſanguine, Expectation repreſented., I n. both In- 
ſtances, e are graciouſly diſappointed. The 


keen Edge of che Calamity is blunted, chat it 


may not wound us with incurable Anguiſh: 
the exquiſite Reliſh of the Prolperity. i is palled, 
that it may not captivate our Affection, and 
enſlave them to inferior Delights. 


SOMETIMES, the Face of. YE 8 


more pleaſing Form; the very Reverſe of the 
foregoing. The ſober eren advances, to 


cloſe the ſhort-lived. Day. The Firmament, 
clear and unſullied, puts on its brighteſt Blue. 


The Stars, in thronging Multitudes, ang with 
a peculiar, Brillancy, glitter thro the fair, Ex- 
panſe. While the ;Froft pours its, ſubtlè and 
| penetrating Influence, all around. Sharp and 
intenſely ſevere, all the long Night, the rigid 


Ather continues its Operations. When, late 


and ſlow, the Morning opens her pale Eye; in 


what a curious and amuſing Diſguile is Nature 


dreſſed ! The Icicles, jagged and uneven, are 
pendent on the Houles. Awhitiſh Film. incruſts 
the Windows, where mimic Landſcapes riſe, 


and fancied. Figures {well. The fruitful Fields 
are hardened | to Iron; the moiſtened Mead ay 


are congealed to Marble; and both relay 


(an Effet, unknown before) with the Pealanrs | 


"1 OW - 
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haſty” Tread! The Stream is arreſted in its 


Career; and i irs ever · flowing Surface chained to 
the Batfks“ The fluid Paths become a ſolid 


8 Where tlle finny Shoals were wont to 


the {portive' Youth ſlide, or the rattling 
Chiriors vel , And (What would ſeem, to an 
Inhabitat nt of che Southern World, as un- 
accountable as the deepeſt Myſteries of our 
Religion)” that very fame Breath of Heaven, 
which, cements the Lakes into a cryſtal Pave- 
ment; tleaves the Oaks, as it were with invili- 
ble Wedges: hreahs in Pieces the Northern 


Iron, and the Steel;“ even while it builds a 


. of Icy Rock, over the Seas f. 


Tur Air is all Serenity. Refined by the ni- 


trous Particles, it affords the moſt diſtinct Views, 
and extenſive Proſpects. The Seeds of Infeclion 
are killed; and the Pęſlilence deſtroyed, even in 
Embryo. So, the Cold of Afton tends to 


mortify our Corruptions, and fubdue our vi- 


cious Habits. — The Wee Atmoſphere 
con- 


* . Jam tergo ferratos ſuſtinet orbis, 


' Puppibus i!la prius patulis, nunc hoſpita plauftris. 
' Eraque diſſiliunt vulgo. VII S. 


I Fob xxxviii. 30. TheWaters are hid, locked up from 
the attles Lips, and ſecured from the Fiſher's Net, as 
Wells were wont to be cloſed; with & ponderous and im- 
e Stone. And not only Lakes and Rivers, but 

he Surface of the great Deep, with its reſtleſs, and un- 
controulable Surges, is taken Captive by the Froft, and 
aut: in in Fetters. 
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conſtringes our Bodies, and braces our Nexvyes. 
The Spirits are buoyant, and ſally, briſkly on 
the Execution of their Office, In the Summer- 
Months, ſuch an unclouded Sky, and ſo bright 
a Sun, would have melted us with Heat, and 
ſoftened us into Supineneſs. We ſhould have 
been ready to throw our Limbs under the 
ſpreading Beach, and to lie at Eaſe by the 
murmuring Brook. But, now, none loiters 
his Path; none is ſeen with folded Arms. All 
is in Motion; all is Activity. Choice, prompt- 
ed by the Weather, ſupplies the Spur of Neceſ- 
ſity. Thus, the rugged School of Mis fortune, 
often trains up the Mind, to a vigorous Exer- 
tion of its Faculties. The bleak Climate of 
Adverſity, often inſpires us with a manly. Re- 
| ſolution. When a ſoft and downy Affluence, 
perhaps, would have relaxed all the generous 
Springs of the Soul; and have left is enervated 
with Pleaſure, or diſſolved in Indolence. 
+ COLD cometh out of the North.” The 
Winds, having {wept thoſe Deſarts of Snow, 
arm themſelves with Millions of frozen Par- 
ticles, and make a herce Deſcent upon our Iſle. 
Under black and ſcrowling Clouds, they drive, 
dreadfully whizzing, through the darkened Air. 
They growl around our Houſes; aſſault our 
Doors; and, eager for Entrance, faſten on our 
Windows, Walls can ſcarce reſtrain'them; 
Bars are unable to exclude them; through 
Vol II. AA > +44 088" 
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every Qranny!hogdooee: their Way. Ice is on 


their Wings; they ſcatter Agues through the V 
Land; and Winter, al! Winter, rages as they go. it 
Their Breath is as a ſearing“* Iron to the litle d 
Verdure, left in the Plains. V. aſtly more 1 
pernicious to\thetender Plants, than the ſharp- A 


eſt Knife: they kill their Branches, and 
wound tlie very Root. Let not the Corn ven- 
ture to peeptoo freely from the Entrenchment 
of the Furrow!;- let not the ſruit- bearing Blol- 
foins dare to come abroad, ſrom their Lodg- 
ment in the Bark; leſt theſe murderous Blaſts 
intercept land feize tlie unwary Strangers, and 
defiroy the Hopes of the advancing Year. 
On tis ſeverely cold! Who is ſo hardy, as 
not to ſhrink at this exceſſively | pinching Wea- 
ther? See! Every Face is pale. Even the 
blooming Cheeks contract a gelid Hue; and 
the Teeth hardly ſorbear chattering. Ve that 
ſit eaſy and joyous, amidſt your commodious 
Apartments, ſolacing yourſelves in the diffu— 
five Warmth of your Fire; be mindful of your 
Breiten, in ho chearleſs Tenementof Poverty. 
05 05 Their 
* This, I ſuppoſe, is the bteinzug of chat figurative 
K hon uſed by the Prophet Habalkuk ; who, ſpeak- 
ing olf the Chaldeans invading Fudea, ſays Their Faces, 
_ \ar;the/Iacurfions they make, Mal Jup up, ſhall ſxwallow 
ee edily,.. ſhall devour. vtterly, the Inhabitants of the 
ountry, and their valuable Effects; as the keen, corro- 


ing Blifts 'of the Eaft Wind, 1 every green Thing 
im the Ficld. Hab. i. g. 


272 A WIN TER-PIECE. 


ſuperfluous Piles of Wood. Let them haſten : 
to the Relief of the ſtarving Family. Bid them 1 
expire in many a willing Blaze, to mitigate the | 
Severity of the Seaſon, and cheat the bleak 
Abodes of Want. So ſhall they aſcend, ming- q 
led with Thankſgivings to Gov, and ardent | 
Prayers for your Welfare—alcend, more grate- 
ful; 10 Heaven, than Columns of the moſt 
coſtly Incenſe: 33 
Now the Windsceafe. UL brought their 
La they are diſmiſſed from Service. They 
have waſted" an immenſe Cargo of Clouds, 
Which empty themſelves i in Snow. At fiſt, a 
few ſcattered Shreds come wandering down the 
| ſaddened Sky. This flight Skirmiſh is ſuc- 
_ ceeded by a general Onſet. The Flakes, large, 
and numerous, and thick-wavering, deſcend. 
They. dim the Air, and haſten the Approach 
of Night. Through all the Night, in ſofteſt 
Silence, and with a continual Flow, this fleecy 
Shower falls. In the Morning, when weawake, 
what a ſurpriſing Change appears !—ls this the 
ſame World? Here isno Diverſity of Colour! 
can hardly diſtinguiſh the Trees, from the 
Hills on which they grow. Which are the 
Meadows, and which are the Plains? Where 
are the green Paſtures, and where the follow 
Lands? All Things lie blended in bright Con- 
fuſion.” So bright, that it heightens the Splen- 


dor 0 Day, and even dazles the Organs of 
Ed 


ER Tl Feet. N 
2 5 bes Vie 1 3 
7 e 8 n TS l 


Sicht. The Lawn 15 not ſo fair, as this ne 


Mantle, which invelts che Fields; - and cen the 
Lily, was the Lily to appear; | | look tar- 
niſhed in 1.8 preſence. I can ink of but one 
Thing, Whic excels, or equals the olittering 
Robe of Winter Is any Perſon deſirous to 


SEE! (for A 5 or! ſatis wit 
gut viewing A in and again the curious, tl 


Hou 


delicate Scene) See! how che He ages are ha- . 
bited, like ſpotleſs Veſtals !- The Houf fes are 


the lovely Burden : and all, all below,.15 one 
wide immenſe, ſhining Wane © ite. 

By deep Snows, and heavy ains, GOD ſeal- 

eth up ble Hand of every Man. And for this 

A 3.5 bee 

* Can any Thing be whiter chan. 800 w? Yes, faith 

David: if GoD be pleaſed to W9 © from my Sins is 


Pſa. II. 7. Ses Page 139, 140. 5 2 h 

+ This Animal is Milk white · s „ 

\ which We nope ſee, in Linings/of Ermimes 
e 
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Purpoſe, adds our ſacred Philoſopher, that all 
Men may know his Work*; He confines them 
within their Doors, and puts a Stop to their 
ſecular Buſineſs; that they may conſider the 
Fhings)/which belong to Weir Ipiritual Wel- 
fare] That, having a Vacation from their or- 
dinary Employ, they may obſerve the Works 
of his Power, and baceme: ee with the 
M nericwoft his Grace. 
AND worthy,/worthy of all b en are 

the Works of the great Creator. They are pro- 
digionfly various, and perfectly amazing. How 
pliant and ductile is Nature, under his form- 
ing Hand! At his Command, the ſelf-ſame 
Subſtance aſſumes the moſt different Shapes; 
and is transformed into an endleſs. Multipli— 
city of Figures. If HE ordains, the Water is 
moulded into Hail, and dilcharged upon the 
Earth like a Volley of Shot; or it is conſol1- 
dated into Ice, and deſends the Rivers, © as it 
«were with a Breaſt-plate.“ At the bare Inti- 
mation of his Will, the very fame Element is 
| ſcattered in Hoar-Froſt, like a Sprinkling of 
the molt attenuated Aſhes; or, is ſpread over 
the Surlace 'of the Ground, in theſe Couches 
of ſwelling and flaky Down. 

Tas Snow, however it may carry the Ap- 
pthracice of Cold, affords a warm' Garment for 
the Corn; ſcreens it from nipping Froſts, and 
cheriſhes, 


* Job WET 7. | 


A WINTER-PIECE. 273; 


cheriſhes its infant Growth. It will abide for 
a while, to exert a protecting Cate, and exer- 
ciſe a foſtering Influence. Then, touched by 
the Sun, or thawed by!:a'! ſoftened; Gale; the 
furry 'Veſture,' melts imo genial Moiſture; 
ſinks deep into the Soil, and ſaturates its Pores 
with the diſſolving Nitre: repleniſhing the 
Glebe with thoſe Principles of vegetative Life, 
which will open into the Bloom of Spring, 
and ripen into the Fruits of Autumn —Beau- 
tilul Emblem this, and comfortable Repreſen- 
tation of the Divine Word; both in the ſuc- 
ceſsful, and advantageous Iſſue of its Opera- 
tion! As the Rain cometh down, and the Snow © 
rom Heaven, and returneth not thuther, but wa- 
tereth the Earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give Seed to the Sower, and 
Bread to the Eater: So ſhall my Word be, that 
goeth forth out of my Mouih': it ſhall not return 
unto me void, but ſhall” accompliſh that which 
T1 pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the TIne 
whereunto I ſent it“. | 
NaTore, at length, puts off her 50 Veil. 
She drops it, in a trickling T haw. The looſen- 
ed Snow, rolls in Sheets from the Houſes. Va- 
rious Openings ſpot the Hills; which, even 
while we look, become larger, and more nu- 
merous. The Trees rid themſelves, by De- 
grees, 1 the hoary Incumbrance. Shook from 
"M0 


* Iſa, iv. 10% l. 
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the ſpringing Boughs, Part falls heavy to the 


Ground, Part flies abroad in ſhining Atoms. 
Our Fields and Gardens, lately buried beneath 
the drifted Heaps, riſc plain and diſtinct to 


View. — Since we ſee Nature once again, has 


ſhe no verdant Traces, no beautiful. Features, 
left? They are, like real Friends, very rare; 

and therefore the more particularly, to be re- 
garded, the more highly, to be valued.— Here 
and there, the Holly hangs, out her glowing 
Berries; the Laurn/linus ſpreads her graceful 
Tufis; and both, under a Covert of unfading 
Foliage, — The plain, but hardy Toy cloaths 
the decrepit, crazy Wall; nor ſhrinks from the 
friendly Office, tho the Skies ſrown, and the 
Storms roar.— Ihe Laurel, firm, erect, and 
bold, expands its Leaf of vivid Green. In 
ſpite of the united, the repeated Attacks of 
Wind, and Rain, and Froſt, it preſerves an un- 
diſmayed lively Look; and maintains its Poſt, 


while withering Millions fall around. Wor- 


thy, by vanquiſhing the rugged Force of 
Winter, worthy to adorn the triumphant Con- 
queror's Brow.— Nor mult I forget the Bay- 


i tree; which ſcorns to be a mean Penſioner, 


on a few tranſient ſunny Gleams; or, with a 


ſervile Obſequiouſnels, to vary its Appearance, 


in Conformity to the changing Seaſons. By 
ſuch Indications of ſterling. Worth, and 
ſtaunch Reſolution, „ Fading a Lecture to the 


45 Poet's 
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Poets Genius; while it weaves the Chaplet for 
his Temples.— Theſe, and a few/other Plants, 
clad with native Verdure, retain their comely 
Aſpect, in the bleakeſt W mee we 
coldeſt Months: JW Sone . iu 
Svcn, and ſo durable, are che Aram pit 
ments of a reſined Underſtanding, and an ami- 
able Temper. The tawdry Ornaments of Dreſs, 
which catch the unthinking Vulgar, ſoon be- 
come inſipid and defpicable. The rubied Lip, 
and the roſy Cheek fade. Even the ſparkling 
Wit“ 2 well! as the OY _" OY but 
15 for 


18 Cx Py 41 3574 +14) 
* « How little does Gon eſteem the Things "that 
„Men count great; the Endowments of Wit and Elo- 
* quence, that Men admire in ſome! Alaſs 4 how poor 
++ are they to Him! He reſpecteth not 117 who are 
« wiſe in Heart: they are nothing, and lefs than no- 
thing, in his Eyes. Even wiſe Men admire, how lit- 
6 tle it is that Men know; how ſmall a Matter lies un- 
© der the Sound of theſe popular Wonders, a learned 
„ Man, a great Scholar, a great Stateſman, How much 
© more doth the all-wiſe Gas meanly account of Theſe! 
© He often diſcovers, even to the World, their Mean- 
** nels, He 5% % them. So Valour, or Birth, or 
«© worldly Greatneſs, theſe He gives, and gives as 
e Things He makes no great Reckoning of, to ſuch as 
« ſhall ncver ſee his Face; and calls to the Inheritance 
of Glory poor deſpiſed Creatures, that are looked on 
«© as the Off-ſcourings, and Refuſe of the World.“ | 
—7T Hs ſays an excellent Author; who writes 
with the moſt amiable Spirit of Benevolence; with the 
moſt unaffected Air of Humility ; and like the ſacred 
Ori- 


. 
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— * 
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for a Moment. But the virtuous Mind has 
Charms, which ſurvive the Decay of every in- 


ferior Riabeliſtiinien Charms, which add to 


the Fragrancy of the Flower, the  Permanency 


of the Ever-green. 


Such, likewiſe, is the Happineſs of the 5 


cerely Religious; like a Tree, ſays the inſpired 
Moraliſt, whoſe Leaf ſhall not fall.” He 


borrows not his Peace from external Circum- 


ſtances; but has a Fund within, and is ſa- 


*« tisfied from himſelf “.“ Even tho impove- 


riſhed by calamitous 8 He is rich in 


the Poſſeſſion of Grace, and richer in the Hope 
of Glory. His Joys are infinitely ſuperior to, 
as well as nobly independent on, the tranſito- 
ry Glow of ſenſual Delight, or the capricious 
Favours of, what the World calls, Fortune. 

Ir the Snow compoles the light-armed 


Fer of the Sky; methinks the Hail con- 


ſtitutes 


Originals, from which he copies, with a majeſlic Sim- 
Plicity of Stile. Whoſe ſeled Works I may venture to 
recommend, not only as a Treaſure, but as a MI xE of 
genuine, ſterling, evangelical Piety. —See Page 590 of 


Archbiſhop LEIGRHTON's Seleft Works, the Edinburgh - 


Edition, Octavo. Which it is neceſſary to ſpecify, be- 
cauſe the London Edition does not contain that Part of his 


Writings, which has ſupplied me with the n 


e. 


* Prov. xiv. 14. 


* 
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ſtitutes its heavy Artillery“ When driven b 
a vehement Wind, with what dreadful Impe- | 
tuoſity, does that ſtony) Shower fall! How it 
rebounds from the frozen Ground, and rattles 
on the reſounding Dome! It attenuates' the 
Rivers into Smoke, or ſcourges them into 
Foam. It cruſhes the infant Flowers; cuts in 
Pieces the Gardener's early Plants; and batters 
the feeble Fortification of his Glaſſes into 
Shivers. It Darts into the Traveller's Face: 
He turns, with Haſte, from the Stroke; or feels, 
on his Cheek, for the guſhing Blood. If he 
would retreat into the Houſe, it follows him 
even thither; and, like a determined Enemy, 
that puſhes the Purſuit, daſhes through/the 
crackling Panes. But, the fierce Attack is 
quickly over. The Clouds have ſoon' ſpent 
their Shaſts; ſoon uuſtrung their Bow. Hap- 
y for the Inhabitants of the Earth, that a Sally 
ſo dreadfully furious, ſhould be ſo remarkably 
ſhort ! What elſe could endure the Shock, or 
eſcape Deſtruction ? 

Bur, behold a Bow, of no hoſtile Intention! 
A Bow, Fate in varigated Colours, on the 
dis- 


He caſtetſii forth his Ice like Morſels. Pſal. exlvii. 

17. Which, in modern Language, might be thus ex- 
preſſed : He poureth his Hail like a Polly of Shot. The 
Word tranſlated Morſels, alludes, I think, to thoſe 
Fragments of the Rock, or thoſe ſmooth Stones from the 
Brook, which, in a Day of Bane, the Warriors hurled 
from their Slings. 
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disburdened Cloud. How vaſt is the Extent, 
how delicate the Texture, of that hhowery Arch ! 
It compaſſeth the Heavens, with a glorious 
Circle; and teaches us to forget the Horrors of 
the Storm. Elegant its Form, and rich its Tex- 
ture; but more-delightful its ſacred Signifi- 
cancy. While the Violet and the Roſe, bluſh 


in its beautiful Aſpect; the Olive-branch ſmiles 


in its gracious Import. It writes, in radiant 
Dyes, What the Angels ſung in harmonious 
Strains; Peace on Earth, and Good-will 
towards Men.“ It is the Stamp of Inſurance, 
for the Continuance of Seed-Time, and Har- 
veſt; for the Preſervation and Security of the 
viſible World *. It is the comfortable Token r, 
of a better State, and a happier Kingdom—a 
Kingdom, where Sin {hall ceaſe, and Miſery 
be aboliſhed; where Storms ſhall beat, and 
Winter pierce no more; but Holineſs, Hap- 
pinels, and Joy, like one unbounded Spring, 
for eyer, ever bloom. 


Gen. ix, 12—16. + Rev. iv. 3. 


V. B. *As Dr. Saw in the Supplement to his 1 


by what I here ſubjoin; thoſe eſpically, whoſe Taſte} 
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